
PREMIER ISSUE 

Country's Best Cabins 
and Cabin Life 
together in one bigger, 
better magazine! 


GET IT RIGHT: 

PLANA 
CABIN THAT 
FITS YOU 


3 IDEA 
CABINS 


with distinctive style 


THE SECRET TO 
COEXISTING 
WITH WILDLIFE 


real-life 

renovation 







SPECIAL: WINDOWS & DOORS „ 
3 DELICIOUS AUTUMN RECIPES 
DIY WINTER PREP P »>.<«> 

REMOTE CABIN MONITORING P . 



Country's Best 


3352AL 


Lodge Porch 










North Woods Custom 



COM 


We have custom designed and built over 5000+ 
I ; u 1 1 Log, Half Log and Exposed Beam Homes 
since 1966 


1 - 800 - 270-5025 

lnfo@GoIdenEagleLogHomes.com 


HOMECRESTg 




publisher s page 



Dear Friends: 

Welcome to the new Cabin Living magazine, a merger of Cabin Life and Country's 
Best Cabins. After reading this premier issue, we hope you’ll agree: One plus one 
equals three! 


Cabin Living is now the biggest magazine serving the cabin enthusiast. Whether you 
are building, remodeling or relaxing in a cabin, there is a lot worth reading in every 
issue. We’ll publish two more Cabin Living issues this year and eight issues in 2016. 


I’m delighted to be working with Cabin Living editor Mark Johnson, a 14-year 
veteran of “the cabin life.” Mark joins the existing cabin, log and timber team within 
the Home Group of Active Interest Media, a special- interest magazine, conference 
and digital content producer headquartered in Boulder, Colo. You may know some 
of AIM’s other magazines like Backpacker ; American Cowboy, Ski, Sail, Yoga Journal 
and National Park Journals. 


Cabin Living is part of AIM’s Home Group which also publishes Log Home Living, 
Timber Home Living, Old House Journal, Period Homes and Arts & Crafts Homes. We 
also produce the Log & Timber Home Shows and the Log & Timber Home University 
in 14 cities around the U.S. and Canada. You can find additional cabin topics on 
www.mywoodhome.com or by reading the new Cabin Living e- newsletters. 

We are also excited to be a sponsor of the Lake Home and Cabin Shows in 
Minneapolis, Madison and Chicago next year. Whether you read magazines, 
do research on websites, stay current with e-newsletters and webinars, or attend 
cabin trade shows, we want to help you indulge your passion for cabin living. 


Enjoy, 



Rob Clutter 


Group Publisher 

Log Home, Timber Home and Cabin Group 
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If owning a log home has been a dream ofyours, well “Don’t 
Dream It, Do it ” Yon sec, we’ve been helping folk’s dreams 
become reality since 1974. And proud to say we’re quite good 
at it, so we’ve been told by a legion of happy Satter white Log 
Home customers. 

Custom built 

So where do you start? Got coffee stained paper-napkin sketches? 
Pictures clipped from magazines? Pages of notes from dozens of 
conversations? That’s all we need. 

Put them in the hands of our expert design team, and we’ll ch ange 
could into wood and frame it with imagination. 

Yes, m am. Putting smiles on faces like yours is why we started 
and have stayed in the business to this day. 



S atterwhu E 


Family. Experience. Quality: 



Cull toduif 


Call today and take the first step to making your dream 
log home a reality 


So, don’t dream it, do it.„ with a custom Satterwhite 
Log Home. 


Company Experience Family owned & operated for 40 years. 

Superior House Logs-Milled from dead-standing limber 
for stability. 

Totally Custom - Your plans or ours. Design staff ready to 
create your dream home. 

Our Locations -Serving the US from Utah, Texas & Georgia, 


salterwhileioghomes.com 


UTAH 

WESTERN SALES OFFICE • MANUFACTURING * DISPLAY OFFICE 
911 E. Hwy 89 N, Gunnison, UT 84634 

1-888-882-4645 


TEXAS 

HEADQUARTERS • SALES • MANUFACTURING • MODEL HOME 
8405 US Hwy 259 N, Longview, TX 75605 

1-800-777-7288 


GEORGIA 

EASTERN SALES OFFICE • MODEL HOME 
14378 Hwy 515 N, Ellijay, GA30536 

1-800-918-6881 
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WISCONSIN 
LOG HOMES 


Taking You Home, Naturally. 
Since 1976 


Distinctive Hybrid Log & Timber Frame Homes 
National Design & Build Services 


www.wisconsinloghomes.com *ni 



welcome 


Your Magazine 
for All Things 

cabin-' 



Dear Readers, 

CONGRATULATIONS! You are hold- 
ing in your hands the debut issue of 
Cabin Living magazine. We created 
Cabin Living by blending two maga- 
zines: Cabin Life and Country's Best 
Cabins. As you can see, Cabin Living is 
bigger, and I hope you agree with me 
that its also a better magazine. 

After 14 great years of editing Cabin 
Life magazine, I was thrilled this spring 
to travel with Cabin Life to the Home 
Group where I now work with seasoned 
veterans who for years have produced 
great magazines like Log Home Living 
and Timber Home Living. At the Home 
Group, we have the resources to make 
Cabin Living the premier magazine for 
all things cabin. 

Our new team relied on comprehensive 



reader surveys that showed that readers 
of both Cabin Life and Country's Best 
Cabins magazines want similar, far- 
ranging coverage of the cabin-retreat 
lifestyle — everything from beautifully 
photographed cabin features to ideas for 
weekend fun with family and friends. 

In the pages of Cabin Living > you will 
find guidance on all phases of living the 
cabin dream, from planning to building 
to maintenance to security to decorating 
to remodeling. You will receive expert 
advice for DIY projects as well as for 
viewing wildlife, boating, fishing and 
exploring trails. You will get ideas for 
family activities (some of which may be- 
come traditions!), plus weekend hosting 
tips and recipes. 

At the heart of it all, Cabin Living 
will help you relax, recharge and con- 
nect — with family, friends and nature 
— because your editors know that is 
what its all about. 

Here’s to more great times 
at the cabin, 



MARK R. JOHNSON 
Editor 



facebook.com/ 

cabinlivingmag 



pinterest.com/ 

cabinjiving 



twitter.com/ 

cabinlivingmag 



Download the digital 
edition Cabin Living today! 

More details at 
mywoodhome.com/digital 


fdwoodhomex. 

YOUR NEW RESOURCE 
FOR CUSTOM HOME 
INSPIRATION AND 
INFORMATION 
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ABSOLUTELY 
THE FINEST ROOF 
SYSTEM VALUE! 

4 FASTER 


Quickest Install - lower 


SMARTER 


Higher Energy Efficiency 
- Savings 


Lifetime Difrdbiiity = 
Savings 

Complete Structural Insulated 
Panel (SIP) Systems for Log, 
Timber Frame & Conventional 
Construction 

Contact us to learn more about 

ISiy & INTEGROOVE® 

Tongue & Groove Roof 
Systems 

Co// today for a free inform of ton 
paefeef and DVD, and a no cost 
estimate of your p/ans. 


■ WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED! 
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PANEL SYSTEMS, INC. 
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800 . 643.3786 
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✓ Appearance ✓Longevity ✓Value ✓Environment 


Because what’s inside matters. 

1 - 800 - 548-3554 

Free Color Samples and Catalog 

www.permachink.com 
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DESIGN & DECOR 
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: — r Rustic Style 

What is rustic style? Rustic expert and interior designer Ann Stillman 
O’Leary defines it as "design that celebrates the honesty of all-natural, 
local materials and brings them to new heights.”* 


: . a r ; ' 


A rustic handcrafted log cabin with a welcoming porch looks 
right at home on the shore of this lake ringed with mountains. 
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" SOURCE: "Rustic Revisited," Watson-Guptill Publications 


Turn the page to 
get ideas for adding 
rustic style to 
your cabin. 


FUN FESTIVALS IN CABIN COUNTRY 


LAKE TAHOE AUTUMN FOOD 
AND WINE FESTIVAL 

Truckee, Calif., Sept. 11-13 

This extremely popular festival marks its 30th 
anniversary of bringing friends and fam- 
ily together to indulge in the region's best 
food, wine, spirit and brews. The festival, at 
Northstar Ski Resort, features celebrity chefs, 
hands-on cooking demonstrations, a Farm- 
to-Tahoe dinner, winemaker luncheons and 
dinners, food, craft beer and wine seminars, 
and mixology. Culminating the weekend is 
Sunday's Culinary Competition and Grand 
Tasting, truckee.com 


BAYFIELD APPLE FESTIVAL 

Bayfield, Wis., Oct. 2-4 

For the 54th year in a row, this charming, 
picturesque harbor town and kayaking 
mecca on the south shore of Lake Superior 
will be flooded by the masses in order to cel- 
ebrate the autumn apple harvest. There are 
countless booths of all things apple: pies, 
tarts, ciders and other fall treats. 

This festival has been named one 
of the " 1 0 Best Specialty Food 
Festivals in the Nation" by 
USA Today for good 
reason, bayfield.org 


NATIONAL SOUTHERN GOSPEL 
& HARVEST CELEBRATION 
Pigeon Forge, Tenn., Oct. 2-31 

This month-long celebration features free 
gospel concerts (included with Dollywood 
admission), and the organizers claim that it 
is "the biggest Southern gospel 
festival in the Smokies." Also, 
artisans throughout the 
park will display their 
handmade arts and 
crafts. dolly 
wood.com 
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from the deck 

DESIGN & DECOR 

10 Ways to Rustic 

IDEAS YOU CAN USE TO GET THE LOOK 



To add rustic flair to your cabin, consider: 

The collected look - When your 
furniture and decor pieces look like 
they've been acquired over the years, it 
lends a sense of historic authenticity. Bonus: 
You are relieved of the pressure to make 
things match. 

2 Reclaimed objects - Vintage family 
pieces and junk store finds evoke a 
sense of history. Display your great- 
grandmother's spinning wheel in a corner of 
the great room. Place antique kitchen utensils 
in a vintage pot on the kitchen counter. 

3 Textures - Vary textures in furniture, 
decor items, blankets and throws. 

For instance, you can complement 
the rugged masculinity of a leather sofa with 
light, airy linen window coverings. 

Going beyond brown - Take a note 
from Adirondack style. With wood 
tones being so dominant in many 
cabins - especially log and timber-frame 
homes - add colors like cranberry red, blue 
tones, forest green and creamy yellow. 



Wildlife motifs - Use art, tiles, vases, 
baskets, sculpture, carvings and more 
to depict local wildlife. 



Rugs - Make a rough space 
cozy, warm and comfy by add- 
ing boldly patterned rugs. Use 
the rugs' colors to inspire the palette in the 
rest of the room. 


6 


wall art. 


Murals - Do you have an artist in 
the family? Idyllic nature scenes can 
be painted on furniture or framed a 


7 


Outdoor gear - Decorate 
with recreational gear that reflects 
your outdoor lifestyle, e.g., a wooden 
canoe, vintage fishing gear, boat oars, snow- 
shoes, antique alpine skis, etc. 


8 Tree branches - A bark-on birch tree 
branch can serve as a beautiful 
valance. Or use small twigs (and a 
glue gun) to embellish a picture frame. 

9 Industrial objects - Add some fun, 
functional industrial hanging lights 
or other accessories, e.g., a vintage 
butcher's scale. 


Decorative 
animal track tiles, 
6x6 inches, $25each 
(terrapintile.com) 

Area rug, "San Miguel 
SWT-1 D" (southwest 
looms.com) 

Wooden canoe 
shelf, $1,499 
(highcamphome.com) 











A GREAT TIME TO PLANT 


With warm days and cooling nights, au- 
tumn is the perfect time to plant wildflow- 
ers and other native plants. Fall plantings 
mimic the natural lifecycle when flowers 
begin to fade, produce seed and drop that 
seed onto the ground. Plus, autumn plant- 
ing can allow for earlier blooms the follow- 
ing spring, which is particularly appealing 
to people whose cabins are in a region with 
short summers and long winters. 


Always keep in mind that 
the better you prepare the 
area, the better results your 
planting will yield. Before 
sowing seeds, clear the area 
as well as possible to remove 
existing growth. Seeds will 
sprout and take hold best 
when sown into bare soil. 

Sow the seeds, and then 
cover the seed with a layer of 
mulch to encourage germination. For 
transplants, remove vegetation before 
digging the planting hole. And don't 
forget to water seeds and transplants 
well and keep them moist. 



PENSTBMON 
Pa*tJrr BUrtd 



SOURCE: homegardenandhomestead.com 
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Stone ham Craftsman Series 



Dakota Classic Senes 

Building Nationwide! 

ENGINEER 

mnmn timber block 


Patented Panetized Building System 

866-929-5647 R-30 or R-36 wall insulation 

inforatimberblock.com R-40+ roof insulation - Energy Efficient at no extra cost 

www.timberblock.com Energy Star rating available - Custom Homes on your land 
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from the deck 


W hen building or adding on to 
a cabin, consider your house- 
wrap options. HyrdoGap has spacers 
to create a drainage gap, helping 
to eliminate moisture from the wall 
system in order to provide protection 
against mold and moisture damage. 

It comes in a 5x1 00-foot roll, covering 
500 square feet. For more info, go to 
the manufacturer website: Benjamin 
Obdyke Roof & Wall Products, 
benjaminobdyke.com. 
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HydroGap 


drainable 

HOUSEWRAP 
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ARTIST TIM BLANSKI crafts beautiful rustic 
furniture, but he also makes lovely reclaimed 
jewelry boxes that have been a big hit at 
shows like the Lake Home & Cabin Show. 

In 2001, Tim quit his pressure-cooker 
corporate job in sales and marketing to 
set up a woodshop and take up furniture 
making. While this self-taught artisan laughs 
about some of his early efforts, he is now 
highly accomplished at his craft. His first love 
is Adirondack Great Camp-style furniture 
with bark facing and twig inlays, and he has 
aspired to the work of master craftsmen like 
Barney Bellinger, Chris Wager and Randy 
Holden. "I learned that making finely crafted 
furniture requires time, patience and design," 
Tim says. 

Tim's specialty is making furniture from 
weathered outdoor lumber. He salvages 
wood from aging barns and outbuildings 
across the rural Midwest. He buys and dis- 



mantles the structures 
and then carts the 
wood back to Spring 
Grove, Minn. There, 
he makes the 
reclaimed wood 
into tables, benches, 
bookcases, cabinets and more. His 
handcrafted furniture often showcases 
two or more different species of wood. 
To see more of Tim's work, visit 
granarywoodshops.com. 


S REPORT m • m 

cabin sales soar 

Last year, vacation home sales (including cabins) hit a 12-year high-water mark, according to a recent report from 
the National Association of Realtors (NAR). Vacation home sales in 2014 increased by 57.4% over 2013. And more than 80% 
of vacation-home buyers reported that now is a good time to purchase real estate. Other information from the report includes: 


Where in the US? 




TOWNHOUSES 
OR ROW HOUSES 


33% purchased the property 
for vacations or as a personal retreat 

19% bought for future retirement 

Other reasons for buying included the 
potential for price appreciation, and 
to generate income through rental. 


How much? 

$150,000 

MEDIAN SALES PRICE IN 2014 




What type of location? 


& 


«s» 


Beach 


Country^^^ 


w ^ Lake Front " “ 


Mountain 




Ranch 


A 

Other 


SOURCE: National Association of Realtors Investment and Vacation Homes Buyers Survey 201 5. 
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WATERFURNACE UNITS QUALIFY FOR A 30% FEDERAL TAX CREDIT 



THERE’S A TREASURE 


IN YOUR BACKYARD 


You may not realize it, but your home is sitting on a free and renewable supply 
of energy. A WaterFurnace geothermal comfort system taps into the stored 
solar energy in your own backyard to provide savings of up to 70% on heating, 
cooling and hot water. That’s money- in the bank and a smart investment in your 
family’s comfort. Contact your local WaterFurnace dealer today to learn how to 
tap into your buried treasure. 




7 Series 


The ultimate comfort a efficiency 


Furnace , 

t Smarter from the Ground Up" 

* > 

visit waterfumace.com/loghomeliving 

WaterFiymace is cF registered trademark of WatecFurnace International, Inc. 






from the deck 


we asked 
you answered 


Real-life Renovation Lessons Learned 


We asked: If you have remodeled, renovat- 
ed or added-on at your cabin, please share 
an important lesson learned. 

You answered: "Always build a bigger 
kitchen than you think you need because 
that's where everyone congregates." 

- Eric Ewing 

"Set aside extra money for the things you 
will discover as you start pulling back and 
knocking down but were not expecting to 
find! We said we weren't going to touch 
anything in the lower bathroom. Then, a 
few weeks later the toilet and sink were in 
the middle of the family room, and I asked 
my husband, 'Remind me, how did we 
get to this again?' It's like the 'if you give a 
moose a cookie story' ... a chain reaction." 

- Gena Cowden-Hoeft 

"If you're renovating your cabin yourself, it 
takes a lot longer than you think if you can 
only work on weekends. Friends work for 
beer and pizza." - Sean Bradley 


"When we built a small cabin, our lesson 
learned was to tape off the placement of cabi- 
nets, refrigerator, island and potential furniture 
when the cabin was empty and before we did 
our final order. It was a great way to visualize 
and discuss sizing. It's amazing what a few 
inches one way or the other, or tweaking this 
or that, can make when building." -Liz Nelson 

"Make sure your plan provides for a nice 
place to sit and look at the view, whether it 
be lake or trees. "-Ann Caple-Tobin 

And long-time Minnesota cabin owner 
Mike Wilkus was kind enough to 
provide a lengthy list: 

"Establish a schedule for your project. 

Never say to your contractor: 'We're not 
in a hurry.' 

Establish a budget before inviting the con- 
tractor to bid the work so that you can make 
an easy decision. 

Set a time for the remodel work (for us: ide- 


ally when you are not there because in Min- 
nesota, summer cabin time is very valuable). 

DIRTT: Do it right this time. It's actually a line 
of office furniture but the concept applies. 
Do not install cheap components. It is always 
better to wait until you can afford to do it 
right, otherwise you will be paying to do it 
again in a very short time. 

DIY projects can take up the entire season, 
so plan for that time and chip away at it. 
Otherwise, the weight of the uncompleted 
project is so heavy that you do not enjoy your 
time at the cabin. 

Set aside two hours each day per weekend 
to work on projects. If you have 20 projects 
over the season - you will have 40 hours of 
work done by the fall! 

Engage an architect." (That last suggestion 
was delivered tongue in cheek , kind of. 

Mike is an architect.) 

n facebook.com/ KJl pinterest.com/ 
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Noj Morej Frozen i Bi~ — 


With Heat-Line® Advanced Freeze Protection Systems' 

• Never thaw a frozen pipe again 

• No more burst or damaged pipes 

• Easy to install inside existing pipes 

Protect your family and water supply with engineered and potability approved solutions. 
Solutions also available for drain pipes, sewage pipes, roof & gutter and more. 


The most 
reliable & energy 
efficient system on 
the market! 


-line. 


freeze fr&tectiw fyftemf 


1 ■ 800 - 584-4944 


www.heatlme.com 



cQffi^cvUmfyhx&mmm&t, many outdoor 
enthusiasts' attention turns to things other 
than fishing. Hunting seasons are underway, 
the cooler weather is great for hiking and 
camping, plus canoeing and kayaking can be 
enjoyed in less crowded waters. 

Many anglers don't fish their favorite 
lake in the fall because they think that good 
fishing for any species is affected by a unique 


unlike during the heat of the summer when 
the fish school up deep in cooler water. Now, 
they can be anywhere and feed at any time. 

Fishing can be tough right after the turnover, 
but you can still catch fish. You will need to fish 
fast and hit a lot of different types of structures; 
don't expect to catch a lot of fish in one place 
since they are less likely to be schooled up. 

After the water settles, fish of all species 


tfaJU Vi /job (hhing, 


phenomenon called "fall turnover." This hap- 
pens in early autumn when air temps drop 
and cool down lakes. The top layers of water 
cool first and since warm water is lighter than 
cool water, the cooler water sinks. The layers 
of water mix together and the lake becomes a 
more consistent temperature than summer. 

You can tell when this happens on your fa- 
vorite lake because the water becomes murky, 
and there hasn't been any rain to cause it. You 
may also notice a stale or rotten odor as un- 
oxygenated deeper water comes to the top. 

When oxygen mixes throughout the lake's 
layers, fish roam freely and are hard to pattern; 


they seem to go on a feeding spree. All of a 
sudden, you will find them in shallow water 
feeding heavily - stocking up to get ready for 
the lean months of winter. When this hap- 
pens, the fishing is fantastic and you can stock 
up your freezer with fish to enjoy when it's 
cold outside and snow covers the ground. 

Enjoy hunting, camping, hiking, canoeing, 
kayaking and all the other great outdoor activi- 
ties you can during the beautiful fall season, 
but also take time to go fishing. 

Larry Whiteley hosts the Bass Pro Shops 
Outdoor World Radio Show, basspro.com. 




from the deck 

NAME: Salem Lakes Association 
AREA SERVED: Salem Lake and Little 
Salem, part of the Clyde River systems that 
flow into Canada. 

MEMBERSHIP: The Salem Lakes Associa- 
tion is an all-volunteer organization that 
serves close to 200 lakeshore properties. 

The group, led by president Andrew Major, 
works with the Vermont Agency of Natural 
Resources. It belongs to the Federation of 
Vermont Lakes and Ponds, and the Mem- 
phremagog Watershed Association, which 
encompasses bodies of water in Vermont's 
Northeast Kingdom. 

PROJECTS: 

■ Monitoring the water quality of the lake. 

■ Eurasian water milfoil prevention is a 
priority. The lakes have been milfoil-free 
ever since the association noticed that 
this aquatic nuisance became an issue 
several years ago in neighboring lakes. 
The association attributes its success to a 
combination of policies and practices: 

• Boat Access Inspectors are stationed at 
public-access ramps during the boating 
season. With so many great fishing and 


recreational lakes around the northeast 
corner of Vermont, Salem is vulnerable 
to milfoil infestation from any incoming 
prop, trailer or paddle that may come 
into the lake from another water body 
that has the weed in it. 

• Volunteer inspectors or lake monitors 
paddle around the lake during the warm 
season looking for any signs of milfoil. 

• A major aspect of the program is 
education.The association takes steps 
to make sure every property owner (or 
renter) has information on milfoil in plain 
sight. Fliers, newsletters and meetings 
help spread the word. 

SUCCESS STORY: "We have been able to 
remain milfoil-free because we've never 
relaxed our efforts to keep an eye on what 
goes into the lake," Major says. "We have 
been very active in monitoring our public 
boat access area with inspectors. We've also 
educated our property owners (and renters) 
so they can do their part to keep milfoil out 
along their banks and docks. We're certainly 
happy about the results so far." 
AFFILIATIONS: Federation of Vermont Lakes 


and Ponds, vermontlakes.org; 
Memphremagog Watershed Association, 
memphremagogwatershedassociation.com. 
WEBSITE: salemlakesvt.org 


share your story 

Does your lake have an association that's 
improving water quality? Do you belong 
to a land association that is always looking 
out for its members? To tell us more about 
the good work your association is doing, 
email cabinliving@aimmedia.com. 
Please include two or three high-resolution 
photos of your lake or cabin area. 
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Take advantage of our 25 years of knowledge 
about preservation and maintenance of log homes 


Preparation is critical to the long term 
preservation of Your Log Home 

• One-Coat Penetrating Treatment 

• Controls Mold, Decay and Rot 

• Will Never Crack or Peel 

• Vigorous Water Repellency 

• No Lapping or Brush Marks 

• Detergent and Water Clean-up 

• Controls Warping, Cupping and Splitting 

• Toxic to Termites and Powderpost Beetles 

• EPA REGISTERED 

20 COLORS AVAILABLE 

Also available: Carpenter Bee product and 
Sikaflex Caulking designed specifically for log homes. 

VOC compliant in all states 

®Woodguard is a registered trademark of IBC Manufacturing Company. 


WOOD guard® and 
Blairstown Distributors 



Call or log on to our web site for FREE Samples 
www.blairstowndistributors.com 

BLAIRSTOWN DISTRIBUTORS 

1.800.524.1093 
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AVOID CAR-DEER CRASHES 



In many cabin regions across the U.S., from Tennessee to Wisconsin to Texas, autumn brings an 
increase in car-deer collisions. Here are some tips you can use to avoid and/or survive such a calamity: 

■ Dusk and dawn are the most active time for deer, which is very unfortunate since that's when 
your vision is most compromised. Be extra alert and aware during those times. 

■ Wear your seat belt (as always) for protection in the event of a collision. 

■ Pay attention to the road signs warning you of high-traffic areas for deer. 

■ Deer seldom run alone; if you see one, look for more. 

■ If you see a deer by the side of the road, slow down and blow your horn 
with one long blast to frighten it away. 

■ Brake firmly when you notice deer in or near your path. Stay your 
path and do not swerve. Swerving can make you lose control 
of your vehicle, and deer are unpredictable - you could 
swerve directly into their changed path. 

■ If your vehicle strikes a deer, stay in 
your vehicle and do not touch the 
animal if it is still alive. Move 
your car off the road when it's 
safe to do so and call law 
enforcement. 


i 
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DREAM HOMES, it s what we do 




mmm 


LOG 


TIMBERFRAME 


HYBRID 
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from the deck 


COOL 

THE AMERICAN 
GAME TABLE 


PRODUCT 



T he American Game Table is a six- 
sided wooden table with a full-sized 
board game on each side. Each game 
is a timeless classic. The table is simply 
turned over until the desired game is on 
top ready to play. All game pieces are 
stored in individual heavy-duty draw- 
string pouches kept inside the table and 
accessed through the round "magic door." 


All game pieces are premium quality, most 
of them made from wood or glass. When 
not in use, the game table is simply a 
beautiful piece of furniture. It's meant to 
be a family heirloom that will be enjoyed 
at the cabin for many years. The price is 
$595, and the game table comes with a 
100-year guarantee (yes, seriously). For 
more info, visit americangametable.com. 


Weeding 

Out Invasives 

NATIVE SPECIES can have extensive root 
systems that absorb storm-water runoff 
and stabilize eroding shorelines. Encour- 
age them on your property. 

Weed out invasive species and dispose 
of them properly - stuff them in a trash 
bag and send them to the dump, bury 
them in a pit that is at least 3 feet deep, or 
burn them (only if it is safe and legal). 


The Minnesota Sea Grant Staff, 
seagrant.umn.edu 



Learning to identify native and invasive 
plants can help you be a better steward 
of your land. Start with an online search 
at plants.usda.gov. 



Board and Batten 


Hand- Hewn 12 


THAN 


• Water Resistant 

• No Insects 

• No Rodents 


• Limited Lifetime Warranty 




Shiplap in 12” and 8 ’^widths 


Better Than Logs Inc • Drummond, MT • 406-288-3146 
info@betterthanlogs.com • www.betterthanlogs.com^- 
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book shelf 

CABIN PORN 

by Zach Klein, 

Steven Leckart and 
Noah Kalina 

Many of you have 
discovered the 
Cabin Porn phe- 
nomenon on the Internet specifically 
on the cabinporn.com website and 
Tumblr. And, as your Cabin Living 
editors well know, this type of porn 
is SFW (Safe for Work). Begun as 
an online scrapbook by a group of 
friends looking to gather inspiration 
for their building projects, cabinporn. 
com has an audience of over 1 0 mil- 
lion visitors. The book goes beyond 
evocative photos to also includel 0 
in-depth features on topics like "How 
to Make a Homestead in the Wilder- 
ness" and "Howto Craft an Off-Grid 
Bunkhouse." 

Little, Brown and Company, $30.00, 
hardcover, 336 pages, littlebrown.com 




AGAINST THE GRAIN 

Life magazine, she^ 
worked on Wall Street, she started a 
successful gluten-free products business 
(Against the Grain Gourmet) with her 
husband, Tom, and now she has writ- 
ten "Against the Grain." This book is 
far more than a cookbook. Geared to 
the grain-free or gluten-free audience, 
"Against the Grain" offers extensive 
information on preparing food without 
the typical wheat grain. It also includes 
great recipes of every kind and great 
food photos. Your Cabin Living editors 
highly recommend this cookbook for 
your favorite friend/family member 
needing or choosing to go grain free. 

Clarkson Potter/Publishers, $27.50, soft- 
cover, 400 pages, clarksonpotter.com 


TF 1 / THIS FBCZPBl 

Flourless Blueberry Banana Crepes 


Fried in a thin film of coconut oil, this is a very moist crepe that can 
be served either hot as a breakfast crepe or as a cold snack rolled 
around a thin layer of cream cheese. Makes about 8 thin crepes, 
l large ripe banana 

1 large egg 

2 tablespoons sour cream 
l teaspoon vanilla extract 
l h teaspoon ground cinnamon 
l h cup fresh blueberries 
l tablespoon coconut oil 

• In a medium bowl, mash 
the banana with a fork. 

Whisk in the egg and sour 
cream. Add the vanilla and 
cinnamon. Place the blueberries 
in a small bowl and set aside. 

• Heat a griddle or cast-iron 
skillet over low heat. 


NOTE: Try 

this crepe folded with 
whipped cream and caramel 
sauce. Make a single-serving 
caramel sauce by melting 
1 tablespoon salted butter, 

1 tablespoon brown sugar & 

1 teaspoon vanilla extract in the 
microwave. Stir until smooth. 
Will thicken some 
as it cools. 


Melt the coconut oil on the hot surface and spoon about 2 
tablespoons of batter onto the griddle. Sprinkle with some blue- 
berries. Try to keep the crepes under 4 to 5 inches in diameter, 
otherwise they will be unwieldy when flipping them. 

• Check the bottom of the crepe after about a minute. 

If it is close to being flipped, it should not stick. Flip the crepe 
over when it feels solid enough to handle. Cook the crepe until 
both sides are browned and some of the moisture has dissipated. 
The underside has a tendency to brown very quickly, and it takes 
patience waiting to turn the crepes. Serve the crepes warm. CL 


SOURCE: Recipe courtesy "Against the Grain" cookbook, 
Clarkson Potter/Publishers, clarksonpotter.com 
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America's #1 Selling 
Brush Mower for 
Over 25 Years! 



DRfieldbrush.com 


ONLY the DR® Field 
and Brush Mower has... 

UNSTOPPABLE POWER to mow down 
saplings up to 3 M thick. 

LOCKABLE DIFFERENTIAL for easy 
turning and go-anywhere traction. 

4-SEASON FUNCTIONALITY with 
quick-change attachments. 


The Original Trimmer-on-Wheels 

Just Got BETTER! 


The NEW DR® TRIMMER/MOWER 



NEW 

LOW 

PRICE! 


TRIMS, MOWS waist-high grass 
and weeds. 

CUTS BRUSH, SAPLINGS 

up to 3" thick with exclusive 
accessories. 

THICKEST, LONGEST-LASTING 
CORD available anywhere (225 
mil Sawtooth™). 


The ONLY Trimmer 
Guaranteed Not 
To Wrap! 


DRtrimmers.com 


SHIPPING 


1 YEAR 
TRIAL 


EASY 

FINANCING 


SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY. CALL OR GO ONLINE FOR DETAILS. 


Call for a FREE DVD and Catalog! 

Includes product specifications and factory-direct offers. 


ss 877 - 20 1-5 175 
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To prevent freezing in your septic system 
this winter, the easiest course is to let the 
grass or other vegetation grow taller or 
rake leaves over the area where the pipes 
run from the house and over the top of 
the septic tank. Heavy snowfall will also 
provide insulation for your septic system. 
Further measures can be taken if you 


Q&A 


-v,- 




Avoid the Deep Freeze 

Take steps now to keep your septic system working this winter by jim kneiszel 


Q Last winter, we had a problem with 
a frozen line in our septic system. 
We had to have a septic contractor come 
out and use a hot water jet to get the sys- 
tem flowing again. This proved an ex- 
pensive inconvenience during one of our 
infrequent winter trips to the cabin. What 
can we do this year to make sure it doesn’t 
happen again? 

- Jonny Olin , Michigan 

A Your frustration is understandable. 

It’s a helpless feeling when a septic 
system pipe or component freezes, and 
there’s nowhere for the wastewater to go 
except back into the house. 

Insulation is the key to preventing 


frost from creeping to a depth that will 
cause a problem for your septic system. 
In far northern climates, Mother Nature 
often takes care of the task by providing 
a heavy blanket of snow that creates the 
necessary insulation barrier. But some- 
times you may need to take steps of your 
own to avoid the deep freeze. 

My guess is that last winter you didn’t 
have an early snowfall that remained on 
the ground through the coldest winter 
months in January and February. A lack 
of snow cover, combined with a cold snap 
of a few weeks or more, can lead to a very 
infrequent - but no less bothersome - 
frozen system. 

Conditions like these were widespread 


over the past few winters, and septic service 
providers in places like Minnesota and 
the Dakotas, for example, reported stay- 
ing uncharacteristically busy thawing 
out frozen lines. In these cases, the sep- 
tic technician accesses the lines in your 
system through vents or the tank, work- 
ing toward the frozen obstruction using 
a high-pressure water jetter, pushing hot 
water through a variety of nozzles to open 
up the line. 

Taking climate and site conditions 
into account, septic system designers 
place all pipes at a depth below the typical 
frost line. Sometimes they will incorpo- 
rate additional insulation into the plan if 
they envision a potential for freezing. For 
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Illustration by Randy Sweitzer 


example, they could add a layer of rigid 
foam insulation to the top of a concrete 
septic tank before covering it with soil to 
keep the contents warmer. 

Most likely, at least a portion of your 
septic system is not buried deep enough to 
avoid freezing in a worst-case winter sce- 
nario. And your septic service technician 
pinpointed the problem location when he 
jetted the line. There are several easy steps 
you can take to insulate your system to 
avoid freezing in the future. 

First, leave a heavier vegetation cover 
in the fall. If the system is located under 
a mowed lawn, set your mower height 
higher when you cut for the last time. 
Even a few more inches of grass can add 
insulating value. Accomplish the same 
goal by mounding the leaves you rake 
from the yard over the septic field, or at 
least the area that froze last winter. For a 
long-term vegetation fix, plant a thicker, 
no -mow grass or other ground cover 
over the septic system. Be sure to choose 


a ground cover with shallow roots over 
your drainfield, the grid of pipes where 
effluent from your septic tank leaches 
into the ground. Deep-rooted plants that 
can disrupt your pipes are the enemy of 
your drainfield. 

Next, avoid soil compaction. Limit ac- 
tivity over your entire system, particularly 
the drainfield. Never drive a car over any 
part of your septic system. Avoid using 
a garden tractor and discourage heavy 
foot traffic over the area. Compaction 
closes the pores in your soil, hindering 
the wastewater treatment process and 
reducing the ground s ability to insulate 
against frost. 

If you take these simple, inexpensive 
steps and still have a freezing issue, there 
are other solutions. Place a thick layer of 
straw (8 to 12 inches) over the problem 
area. Ask your septic service technician 
to inspect the system and look for low 
spots where water may pool and be more 
susceptible to freezing. In a traditional 


gravity-fed septic system, water should al- 
ways flow downhill and out ofthe pipes, and 
freezing could indicate an area in need of 
repair. If you pinpoint the freezing prob- 
lem to one section of pipe, dig down to 
the pipe and add rigid insulation above it, 
or build up the soil on top of the pipe to 
put it under the frost line. Also, look for 
plumbing leaks in the house that can lead 
to freezing pipes. 

Your infrequent winter use of the 
system may also contribute to the prob- 
lem. Flushing toilets and washing clothes 
regularly maintains the flow of warmer 
water, reducing the chances of freezing. So 
if there is a year-round neighbor close to 
your cabin, invite them to take a hot show- 
er or do an occasional load of laundry at 
your cabin during cold winters, cl 

Jim Kneiszel writes about septic system 
maintenance and design for national waste- 
water industry trade publications and con- 
sumer magazines. 



activated security cameras do not require separate lines for power or 
ng them the perfect solution for monitoring farms, barns, cabins or 
ily easy to deploy and hide (5.5"x4.5") our cameras provide near 
an intrusion by transmitting images via the cellular network directly to 


General Surveillance or License Plate Capture models 
available. Visit our website for more information. 


RECONYX™ Security Series Cameras, See What You've Been Missing... 

RECONYX, INC. | PHONE 866-493-6064 | WWW.RECONYX.COM 
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Alex Moore's 
first cabin, 
"Fox Rock Hill" 
in Langston 


®rcabin 

^y{?ROM OUR READERS} 


in praise of 
cabinology 

If one cabin is good, maybe two is better? 


STORY & PHOTOS BY ALEX MOORE 

a few years ago, I became a fan of architect 
and Cabinologist Dale Mulfinger after 
acquiring a couple of his well-known books, 
"The Cabin" and "Cabinology." At the time, I was 
building my own retirement dream cabin in the foot- 
hills of northeast Alabama's Appalachian mountains. 

With fall approaching, I had moved into my still- 
unfinished A-frame early, before drywall or flooring 
were installed or doors hung. As winter evenings 
approached, I would huddle on my cheap futon 
under an electric blanket with Gordon Lightfoot songs 
playing on my portable CD player while I perused 
Mulfinger's books, seeking inspiration on the design, 
construction and finishing of my first cabin in the 
woods. His books also inspired me to come up with 
an original name for the cabin, which is now aptly 
named "Fox Rock Hill." (Dedicated readers of Cabin 
Life magazine may recall the April 2012 issue in which 
the magazine saw fit to publish an essay I wrote, in 
which I explained the inspiration for the name "Fox 
Rock Hill.") The inspiration was a friendly little fox 
that, for a full summer, sat atop a rock and watched 
inquisitively as I built my dream cabin just feet away. 

Well, Fox Rock Hill has now been completed ... 
kind of. (Are they ever completely finished?) And 
I remain a dedicated fan of Mulfinger. I even took 
a first-ever road trip to Minnesota, Wisconsin and 
Michigan's U.P. two summers ago to explore the 
land of Mulfinger's inspirations, and seek a renewed 
connection to the concept of cabin living. Along 
the way, I discovered Frank Lloyd Wright's family 
estate "Taliesin" in Spring Green, Wis., where I was 
reminded of the ongoing battle between design and 
function in architecture. And, surprisingly, I learned 
the tragic story of mass murder there. I then stumbled 
upon the Little Bohemia Lodge, in Manitowish 
Waters, Wis., site of John Dillinger gang's famous 
shootout with police in 1934. As retired law enforce- 
ment, these stories interested me. 

In the process of building, living and exploring 
a cabin life, I have found myself, like Mulfinger, an 
avowed cabinologist, dedicated to the concept of all 
things cabin-related. With a tip of my hat to my men- 
tor, I searched in vain for his definition of cabinology, so 
I eventually came up with my own definition. Here it is: 


ALABAMA 
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" The study and implementation of 
personal dreams related to planning , de- 
signing, constructing and/or living a simple 
life, in a simple structure, close to nature, 
the purpose of which is to bring peace, 
tranguility and satisfaction to one's soul. " 

So, it should come as no surprise to 
learn that in April of 2013, 1 acquired a 
second, smaller cabin in the artsy north- 
east Alabama mountain community of 
Mentone, located about an hour away 
from my first cabin. I named it "Buck Rut 
Hut" after a persistent white-tail buck that 
still insists on establishing his territory right 
outside the kitchen window. 

This tiny 700-square-foot cabin - with 
its full kitchen, full bath, sitting area and 
loft bedroom - was built in 1 983 by a 
now-deceased old-timer from, of all plac- 
es, Wisconsin, who used timbers from a 
local 100-year-old cotton mill to build four 
handcrafted cabins in the Mentone area. 
Modest in appearance from the outside, 
once I stepped inside the handcrafted 
beauty, I had to have it. 

Granted, nobody really needs two 
cabins, but I couldn't help myself. I call it 
my remote guesthouse, and have made 
it available to friends and family who 
want to get away from TV, cell phones 
and video games. A well-stocked library, 
board games, latte coffee machine and 
elevated deck view assure visitors peace 
and tranquility. Located near DeSoto Falls 
State Park and Little River Canyon Na- 
tional Preserve, Buck Rut Hut has become 
my perfect getaway from my perfect 
getaway. Why not a beach house, my 
friends ask? No thanks, I tell them, unless 
you are a cabinologist, you wouldn't 
understand. 

RESPONSE FROM DALE MULFINGER: 
Who needs Webster’s Dictionary 
or Wikipedia when Alex Moore is 
available for a definition of “Cabi- 
nology?” The study of cabins is an 
affliction borne by many but Alex’s 
fever, fueled by building his Fox 
Rock Hill cabin and later purchase 
of Buck Rut Hut, grants him unique 
stature in the community of Cabi- 
nology patients. 

— Dale Mulfinger 


our little beach cabin 

It’s an 850-square-foot gem 


STORY & PHOTOS BY PATRICK RICHARDSON 



WASHINGTON 


t his is our small cabin on Iverson 

Beach on the north end of Camano 
Island in Washington state. Iverson 
Beach is a little isolated and seems a lot far- 
ther away than it really is, which is about 1 5 
minutes away from downtown Stanwood. 

We had the cabin remodeled in 2010, 
due to the age and condition of the original 
600-square-foot cabin and a February 2008 
storm that caused severe damage. 

Some of these pictures show the rebuild 
near completion and shortly afterward. Our 
place is now an 850-square-foot gem and 
is now completely finished, furnished and 
landscaped. When we remodeled, we were 
able to expand the two bedrooms a bit so 
we can fit a queen bed in one and a king in 
the other. Our builder is our good friend Kris 
Voelckers of Stirling construction. He did a 
perfect job for us. 

Our cabin is only 25 minutes from our 
primary home. It's an absolute dream to 
spend time at our island cabin. In fact, 
we were fortunate to be there the entire 
month of August. Our son Michael would 
spend the entire summer there if he could. 

A typical summer day starts with wak- 
ing to great sunrises and coffee on the 
deck, and then later in the day enjoying 
barbeques, campfires and card games. 

In the winter, we do get snow, and it's 
great to bundle up and explore outdoors, 
and then retreat to the cabin where we 
warm up in front of our wood stove, cl 
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Life is Better 
at the Cabin 

Telltale signs you’re raising “cabin kids ” 

BY CHRISTY HEITGER-EWING 



L et's face it. The end of cabin 
season is heartbreaking. It's 
tough to say goodbye to the 
boat rides and bonfires, clam 
bakes and cookouts, fishing trips and 
Frisbee tournaments. And I think it's 
doubly hard on the children to admit the 
party's over. In fact, some kids straight- 
up boycott reality. At least mine do. 

If your offspring has ever exhibited 
any of the following behaviors, it's safe to 
say they, too, are bona fide cabin kids: 


1. First thing in the morning , they slip 
into swimsuits rather than clothing. 

2 . After a hard rain , they ask which 
switch on the dashboard bilges the car. 

3. Though they once perceived bugs , 
ants and daddy longlegs to be huge 
threats , they now welcome these same 
critters into their home as pets. 


4. When you're zooming down the high- 
way they ask , “How many RPMs are 
we going?” 

5. They claim s’mores are an integral 
part of the food pyramid. 

6. While their peers pack stuffed ani- 
mals and Hot Wheels cars for show-n- 
telfyour kids bring in snorkel gear and 
tackle boxes. 


7. They feel every meal should be grilled 
and served on the deck , surrounded by tiki 
torches , moonbeams and chirping crick- 
ets. (Scratch that; this is how you feel.) 

8. When you pull into the filling station , 
they stick their noses out the windows , 
sniff like playful puppies and proclaim , 
“Oh, yum! I smell boat gas!” 
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Left: Photo courtesy Dan Fergus; top 3 photos by author 
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9. They have abandoned their interest 
in kitten adoption and are now begging 
you for a pet loon , swan or gull. 

10 . They balance on stacks of sofa 
cushions , then jump off of the cushions 
into a pretend lake made of bean bag 
chairs and pillows. 

11 . During snowstorms , they " paddle- 
board ” around the yard by standing on 
a sled and pushing off with a yard stick. 

12. They stack wooden blocks and plas- 
tic cups on the ledge of the bathtub to 
create hoists for their toy boats. 

13. They press their lifejackets to their 
ears like a conch shell , claiming that 
if they listen closely they can hear the 
sound of the lake. 

14. They insist on wearing swim goggles 
to bed. 

15. The tuck-in routine includes a rota- 
tion of campfire songs. 


16. Prayers involve the blessing of the 
decks , ducks , docks and all things cabin. 

17. When you ask them to feed the dogs , 
they automatically grab a loaf of stale 
bread out of habit. "Dogs "you tell 
them. “ Not ducks.” 

18. They ask you to download an app 
with the soothing sound of crunching 
gravel to simulate that giddy feeling of 
cabin arrival. 

19. When you suggest playing Rummy 
or Go Fish , they whine , " But cards aren't 
as fun when you're not at the cabin.” 
(You agree.) 

20. When you offer them 
chocolate chip 
cookies , they say 
" But desserts 
don't taste as 
good when 
you're not at 
the cabin." 

(You agree.) 


B Christy Heitger-Ewing 
thinks that if everyone 
could experience life at 
a cabin, the world would 
be a happier place. 


21. When you announce that the family 
is going for a bike ride , they respond , 

“ But biking's more fun at the cabin.” 
(You agree.) 

22. When you invite them to go swim- 
ming at the local pool they complain , 

" But diving into a pool isn't as exciting 
as jumping into the lake.” (You agree.) 

23 . When you ask if they would rather 
play mini-golf or go out to eat , they re- 
spond, Td rather go boating.” (You agree.) 

24. While their friends create color- 
ful paper chains as a countdown 

to Christmas, your children make 
“ Countdown to Cabin” chains. (You 
fashion one of your own 
because, let's face it, 
deep down you're a 
cabin kid, too.) cl 
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cabinology 101 
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LEFT: This plan, for a square-shaped cabin, employs a 
hip roof. Turned diagonal to the lake setback, the 
plan captures views for all major spaces from 
two sides of the structure. A modest loft fits 
above the kitchen and baths. 

RIGHT: Developing floor plans is not your 
first step. As you dream about building 
your cabin, start by scratching out a dia- 
gram like this one. Diagrams should 
account for the major external 
forces shaping a plan - like expo- 
sure to the sun, optimal views, 
protection from the wind, posi- 
tion of the driveway, etc. - and 
the internal relationships of 
functional proximity, which 
affects things like flow to 
and from the kitchen, 
and access to the decks. 


The Right Plans 

How to design a cabin that fits your needs & lifestyle bydalemulfinger 


M y favorite architectural 
task is standing on un- 
built property and imag- 
ining my clients’ floor 
plan for their dream cabin. The morning 
sun is streaming into the kitchen here, the 
view from the living room area to the gur- 
gling stream is over there, the entry from 
the future driveway is back by the birch 
tree, and if we prop a ladder up against the 
poplar tree we’ll see the sunset view from 
their bedroom. If you have a vivid imagi- 
nation, you, too, can create floor plans. 


Just don’t waste your precious time until 
you have a specific property in mind. 

Diagram your cabin lifestyle 

A good cabin plan is best started with a 
diagram where relationships of func- 
tional elements of cabin living can be ar- 
ranged in accord with site opportunities 
of access and view. Separate diagrams for 
each level are necessary with the stair be- 
ing the connecter between levels. 

One easy way to approach this task is 
to create “bubble diagrams” with a circle 


for each of the main activities of your 
home, such as sleeping, eating and seat- 
ing. The bubbles can be arranged and 
re-arranged easily as you evaluate which 
areas should be adjacent to each other. 

Explore roof forms 

Once your diagrams feel comfortable, 
your next step is to contemplate roof 
forms. This may surprise you, but good 
plans can be found under a good roof but 
the reverse is not necessarily true. Gable 
roofs usually yield rectangular plans, hip 
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THE 

WRIGHT 

ROOF 

ROOF FORMS CAN BE a greater challenge 
than floor plans, and even great architects 
struggled to form great solutions. 

Architect Frank Lloyd Wright began 
his career designing steep-roof multistory 
houses, as shown in his studio and home 
in Oak Park, III., built in 1890. His designs 
gradually became horizontal and employed 
hip roofs, or an occasional shed roof, such 
as in the Wiley House in Minneapolis in 
1934. He ultimately needed greater plan 
freedom and moved to flat roofs in the 
Jacobs House in 1937 in Madison, the first 
of many Usonian houses. 

Fortunately, cabins are usually smaller and 
less complex than houses, so if you keep the 
exterior shape of the floor plan simple, you'll 
spare yourself Frank Lloyd Wright's struggles. 


roofs are for square plans and flat roofs 
give the greatest freedom for plan shapes. 
To explore roof forms, try folding paper 
into the different shapes. This will help 
you understand the opportunities and 
limitations each roof form offers. (See 
“The Wright Roof” at right.) 

Plot it on paper 

A floor plan then can be created in a mar- 
riage of diagram and shape. Graph paper 
will give scale to this enterprise but be 
prepared for multiple iterations. A good 
plan takes time to develop, and it’s best to 
sleep on it a few nights and consult with 
other likely users. The graph paper will 
make it easy to eventually add cutouts of 
furniture you desire in your plan. Cutouts 
are preferable to drawing the furniture, 
as you can move them around until you 
achieve a comfort with them and then 
tape them down. 

Plan smart 

Well- designed cabin plans that make 
good use of space might include some of 
the following features: 


Corridor-free: A plan without cor- 
ridors is best for utilizing the social spaces 
of living/dining/kitchen for circulation. 
Even in the bedroom wing or second 
floor, a loft or central library space is bet- 
ter than a corridor. 

Stair at the entry: The stair serves best 
if located near the center of the plan and 
convenient to the entry for luggage access 
to bedrooms up or down. A switchback or 
right-turn stair might help with planning 
the stair flow with each level. 

Kitchen at the heart: Food prep and 
cleanup are a big part of the social life of a 
cabin, and thus kitchens need to be central 
to eating areas inside and outside the cabin. 

L-shaped kitchens with an island: 
Optimal for the cook, this configuration 
can be located to keep general circulation 
away from boiling pots. 

Bedrooms at the corners: Closed- off 
sleeping spaces are best kept to the pe- 
riphery of the plan for solitude and pri- 
vacy. Additional sleeping can be offered 
in a variety of locations, such as lofts, 
window seats, garrets, porches and even 
under the stairs. 


Clustered plumbing: Bathrooms, 
kitchen, laundry and water heater are best 
clustered in close proximity to reduce 
plumbing costs and make it easy to drain 
down the system. In cold climates, it’s best 
to keep plumbing off perimeter walls. 

View people first: Views to lakes, 
rivers, mountains and meadows are im- 
portant, but never as precious as human 
bonding - the soul of what a cabin is all 
about. You’ll spend more time looking at 
your friends and family than staring at 
the mountain peak. 

With your graph paper plans and folded 
roof model in hand, you’re ready to approach 
your architect or builder. Either will be able 
to evaluate the workability of your concept 
and its viability within your budget, cl 


Cabinologist Dale 
Mulfinger regularly 
designs cabins with 
Minnesota-based SALA 
Architects, teaches cabin 
classes and gives talks on 
cabin design across North America. He 
has authored five cabin-centric books. 
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As part of a 22-acre property in northeast Ohio, the Pond Pavilion sits on the edge 
of secluded woods overlooking a private, manmade pond. Built from Douglas fir timbers 
with exposed galvanized bolt connectors, the open-air pavilion includes a wood dock, 
stone pavers and fireplace; an upper-level screened-in nature viewing room with storage; 
and a covered balcony. The dark timber members and low-slope board-and-batten 
cedar roof all work to blend this structure into its wooded setting, a , 
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Photo by Scott Pease, www.peasephotography.com 




Your log home will be the backdrop for so many moments in the years to come, 
so choose a staining system that’s up to the task. Capture® log stain and Cascade® 
clear coat combine unmatched durability and easy maintenance for years of 
memory-worthy beauty. 
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LOG & 

TIMBER 

HOME SHOW 


Find everything you need to build your 
dream wood home — all under one roof! 


RAPID CITY, SD 

September 18-19 

DENVER, CO 

October 2-4 

SALT LAKE CITY, UT 

October 9-11 

CHICAGO, IL 

October 9-10 


SPRINGFIELD, MA 
October 16-18 

CHANTILLY, VA 
October 23-25 

ASHEVILLE, NC 
November 6-8 

SEVEN SPRINGS, PA 
November 13-15 


Visit www.LogHome.com/shows or call 800-826-3893 

for current locations, times & special offers. 


LOG& 
TIMBER 

UNIVERSITY 


BECOME A KNOW-IT-ALL! 

Attend our Log & Timber University for detailed, step-by-step instructions 
on budgeting, planning and building your dream home. 


RAPID CITY, SD 
September 18 or 19 

DENVER, CO 
October 2 or 3 

CHICAGO, IL 
October 9 or 10 

SPRINGFIELD, MA 
October 17 


CHANTILLY, VA 
October 23 or 24 

ASHEVILLE, NC 
November 6 or 7 

SEVEN SPRINGS, PA 
November 14 


The course is $119 per couple or $85 per person, which includes the Course Guide, 
a comprehensive textbook to guide you through the entire homebuilding process; 
Annual Buyer's Guide; continental breakfast or snacks; plus FREE Lifetime Alumni 
Pass to the Log & Timber Home Shows. 

loghome.com/university 

Schedules subject to change without notice. Check web site for most accurate and up-to-date information. 




the {replugged cabin 

I TALES OF LIVING OFF THE GRID 


Read more about 
the Page-Thomas 
family's tiny home and 
l farm at homestead- 
jk honey.com. 


r MORE 
ONLINE 


This 350-square-foot cabin, on 
10 acres in northeast Missouri, 
has allowed Teri Page and her 
husband, Brian Thomas, to fulfill 
their dream of building their 
own place and living off the 
grid. The self-sufficient couple 
has embraced a simpler lifestyle. 
Page says, "Our simplicity has 
afforded us a new understand- 
ing of gratitude for the many 
comforts we take for granted." 


Home Making 


Missouri family relishes challenge of homesteading, by janice brewster 


T hey don’t have running water 
at her family’s homestead in 
northeast Missouri, explains 
cabiner Teri Page. They have 
“walking water.” 

For Page, her husband Brian Thomas 
and their two small children, living off the 
grid means hauling water from a pond, 
providing their own electricity, growing 
their own food, caring for animals, but 


it also provides a healthy lifestyle with no 
mortgage attached. 

Putting down roots 

For 14 years, Page and Thomas lived in 
Oregon, renting a creekside cabin on 
acreage. For Thomas, an experienced car- 
penter and self-taught blacksmith, it was 
a lifelong dream to build his own home. 
“We couldn’t afford acreage in Oregon,” 


Page explains. After a visit with friends 
in northeast Missouri where land could 
be purchased for around $1,700 per acre, 
they realized it was the perfect spot to es- 
tablish their homestead. 

The 10 -acre site they purchased offers 
a pond, a mix of forest and pasture and an 
open expansive view — and they bought 
into an existing homesteading commu- 
nity to co-own an additional 30 acres. Page 
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and Thomas set to work putting in gardens, 
planting fruit trees and setting up a large 
platform tent, outdoor kitchen and a com- 
posting toilet. 

Outdoor living wasn’t foreign to 
them. “My husband and I were both 
outdoor educators,” Page says. “We defi- 
nitely already had an outdoor and camp- 
ing life skill set.” During their time in 
Oregon, they mastered essential home- 
steading skills. They began to grow food, 
and learned how to preserve what they 
couldn’t eat. Adding goats and chickens 
to their homestead taught them about 
raising animals, while supplying their 
family with milk and eggs. 

The couple chose homesteading for en- 
vironmental and economic reasons, Page 
says, “and for practicality.” Living off-grid, 
being self-sufficient and debt-free means 
they can spend more time with their chil- 
dren. Page is also leery of industrial agri- 
culture. “When I grow food myself, I have 
a more personal connection,” she says. 


Building tiny 

As they planned a more permanent shel- 
ter, the couple realized the cost to bring 
electricity to the site would be substan- 
tial. For about a year and a half, they 
made do with candlelight, solar lamps, 
a portable generator for power tools, 
a solar-charged smart phone and the 
use of a freezer chest and computer at 
a neighbor’s home. In November 2014, 
they upgraded to a solar panel system 
that powers a generator, a freezer and the 
computer Page uses for work and main- 
taining her blog. 

The couple’s original plan was to build 
a three- season shelter and a home on the 
site at the same time. But building the 
shelter themselves, while also running a 
homestead and caring for two children, 
proved time-consuming. They shifted 
gears, and decided to convert the shelter 
into a 350 -square-foot home. 

To keep costs down, they used a mix 
of material — new and reclaimed from 


a Habitat for Humanity ReStore. The 
floor is insulated with foam, and blown 
cellulose insulates the walls and ceiling. 
A wood stove warms the house and pro- 
vides for some cooking and baking needs. 
Friends, family and neighbors contrib- 
uted hours of labor on the family’s home. 
“We built it for under $10,000,” Page says. 
She details their home construction ex- 
penses on her blog. 

Now finished, the home offers an open 
living and kitchen space and a bedroom 
area. “We need a tiny bit more space,” 
Page concedes. They plan to add on when 
time and money are available. “We are 
trying to do everything with the cash we 
have,” she says. 

Meanwhile, they enjoy spending most 
of their time outdoors, tending their gar- 
dens, bee hives, chickens and the family’s 
newest member: May Apple, their milk 
cow’s calf. “Building small saves money 
and time,” Page says. “And it forces you 
take a close look at what is essential.” 



Littlebranch Farm 

Natural Wood Furniture by Kelly Maxwell 


615 - 878-6216 

kj maxwcll@littlcbranchfarm.com 
www.littlebranchfarm.com 

901 2nd Avenue S I Nashville, TN 37210 


Sustainably sourced natural wood furniture - from the forest floor! 
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WATER 

WORK 

"AS HOMESTEADERS, we have chores/' 

Teri Page says, "Getting water is a big piece 
of it." Her family fills its needs for drinking, 
cooking, cleaning and bathing water through 
a combination of rainwater harvesting and a 
clean pond. The pond also supplies water for 
irrigation and their animals. 

To create a rainwater catchment system, 
Page and her husband, Brian Thomas, pur- 
chased 50-gallon, food-grade plastic barrels 
from a nearby Pepsi distributor and attached 
them to their home's roof downspouts. Spig- 
ots at the base of the barrels allow them to 
fill buckets with collected water. "In this area, 
the nature of rainfall makes water catchment 
work," Page says - except in the winter. 

To winterize the system, Page and 
Thomas buried three barrels connected to 
the roof gutters and set up a hand pump. It 
worked well until freezing temperatures really 
set in and made it clear the system was not 


weatherproof. "We 
would need an under- 
ground cistern and put 
everything below the 
freeze line," Page says. 

Completing that system 
would make it easy to 
live on the homestead, 
she says. 

Their pond is ideal, 

Page says, because it's 
surrounded by land they 
own or co-own, so they 
are confident that it's free 
from toxic runoff. They 
fill a large Berkey water filter with buckets of 
rain water to purify it for drinking, cooking 
and dishwashing. 

They've added an outdoor shower and 
outdoor hand-washing station near the com- 
posting toilet. Still, Page writes on her blog, 
"Our simplicity has afforded us a new under- 
standing of gratitude for the many comforts 
we take for granted ... I have never been 
so enamored with automatic hand-washing 
stations in public restrooms or so grateful to 
take a hot shower at a friend's house." 


A range of options is 
available for cabin owners 
who do not plan to tap 
into public water. Lakes, 
rivers, springs, rainwater 
and groundwater can 
typically provide for water 
needs. Some homeowners 
drill a well. Information on 
well construction codes 
in every state is available 
at watersystemscouncil. 
org. People purchasing 
land with an existing well 
should have the water analyzed before us- 
ing it for drinking or preparing food. 

Water Filtration systems — like the Berkey 
filters (berkeyfilters.com) that this family 
uses — reduce bacteria, viruses and volatile 
organic compounds to purify drinking water. 

Teri Page offers one caution: Before 
planning to homestead, check with your local 
jurisdiction about building codes pertaining 
to off-grid living. In some areas, having a 
dwelling with no running water would not 
meet code. It's a situation she's thankful is 
not the case in her family's home county, cl 
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A cabin “up north" fits one 
Wisconsin couple perfectly 


PHOTOS BY HOFFMAN PHOTOGRAPHY, 
COURTESY TOMAHAWK 
LOG & COUNTRY HOMES 


34 Cabin Living October 2015 




From summer's dock-perfect weather to autumn's 
golden light, every season at their cabin brings 
special enjoyment for the Langs. The couple chose 
a mix of finishes for the cabin's exterior, including 
wood shakes and a rustic wide siding. 
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ABOVE: The great room's view 
of the water is framed by a wall 
of windows accented with dark 
wood trim. The space is perfect 
for gathering family to enjoy a 
fire on a crisp fall day. 

LEFT: A fireplace on the screen 
porch allows Randy, Janelle and 
their guests to use that space 
even in cooler weather. 


R andy and Janelle Lang consid- 
er themselves “northwoods 
people.” Ever since Randy was 
a small boy, he’s vacationed in 
northern Wisconsin, taking in the beauty 
of dark pine forests reflecting on clear 
lake waters, and learning the sounds and 
footprints of the wildlife around him. 
His experiences gained him a connection 
with nature that never left him. 

Janelle, who grew up in Milwau- 
kee, was no stranger to cabin living “up 
north.” So, its no surprise that the two 
met and settled in together in Wausau, 
Wis., located in the north-central part of 
the state. 

Three children and five grandchildren 
later, both Randy and Janelle were ready 
to retire from an engineering firm they 
owned together. They decided it was time 
to sell their home and a small cabin they 
had in the North Woods, and build their 
own year-round retirement cabin a little 
farther north. They wanted to downsize 
from their home in Wausau, and couldn’t 
be happier with their decision. 

The Langs picked the Manitowish 
Chain of Lakes area to build, which was 
a natural choice for them. Randy had 
visited the area frequently with his par- 
ents. “We had a cabin for many years on a 
small lake by Mercer, which is just down 
the road. So we had roots in this area for 
many years,” he explains. 

The Langs’ property is on one of the 
10 lakes within the chain, and the land 
is mostly wooded. And, they are right on 
the water, which they love. 

Designing a dream 

When looking for a builder, the Langs 
wanted to find a company that “got them 
more excited,” as Randy puts it, and that 
would give them value for their dollar. 
They chose Tomahawk Log & Coun- 
try Homes after a number of lackluster 
interviews with other builders. With 
Tomahawk, the Langs just clicked, and 
the company responded very rapidly and 
professionally to all the couple’s questions 
and needs. 

The Langs created their own plan for 
the cabin home, and Tomahawk’s internal 
design team worked with what the couple 


sketched out. In the end, about 90 percent 
of the design came from the Langs, with a 
few elements added by Tomahawk. 

Troy Gullo, sales manager and design 
consultant at Tomahawk, worked with 
Randy and Janelle on their design. He 
says Randy had a fair share of ideas and 
his background in engineering was defi- 
nitely beneficial. “Someone who is as or- 
ganized as Randy is, and thorough as he 
is, it makes a project run a lot smoother - 
because you know what he is looking for,” 
Gullo says. 

Planning ahead 

Knowing that it was going to be their 
retirement home, the Langs wanted to 
minimize square footage and build on 
one level. They knew they would not 
want to be climbing a lot of stairs in the 
future. They built the main level, and af- 
ter that was completed, they decided to 
finish off their basement for additional 
living space. Separating the project into 
two phases allowed them to plan better 
and to save money (see “Finishing Off a 
Basement,” page 40). 

Because their lot is very level, the 
Langs opted not to add a walkout base- 
ment. But, they did create a large berm 
area with rocks by clearing away some 
ground near the cabin so windows could 
be added in the basement. In a sense, the 
Langs created their own version of an ex- 
posed basement to let light in. 

A guest bedroom was planned for the 
lower level, and being able to add windows 
allowed the space to be safe, inviting and 
seem less like a basement. “The berm ar- 
eas are maybe 15 feet square, rather than 
just window wells,” Randy mentions. 

The cabin has two bedrooms and two 
full baths on the main level and one bed- 
room and one full bath on the lower level. 
There is also a large family room with a 
fireplace on the lower level. 

The ceiling in the guest bedroom 
is made of tin. The Langs chose this for 
beauty, but also for function, since it al- 
lows them to access the underside of the 
main level floors. “I wanted it fully acces- 
sible,” Randy says. “I didn’t want to have it 
£ dry walled in.’ We have minimal dry wall 
in the house. It is basically an accessible 


RESOURCE: Tomahawk Log & Country Homes, tomahawklog.com 
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lay-in ceiling. And we liked the tin look.” 

Making a list 

There were a few “must haves” for the 
Langs when building their permanent 
cabin. Janelle mentions the fireplaces. 
They wanted to have wood-burning stone 
fireplaces in the great room and on their 
screened porch. The lower level fireplace 
is gas, for convenience, so they don’t have 
to carry wood down the stairs. 


The screened porch was essential, too. 
It gets used year round. “When you live 
in the North Woods, and you have mos- 
quitoes in the summer, you need to have 
a screen porch,” Janelle explains. And in 
the cooler seasons: the fireplace makes 
the living area on the porch a favorite spot 
to sit and relax. 

Another must when designing the lay- 
out was a lake view from all the primary 
rooms. The great room, dining room 


and kitchen are all open and look out to 
the lake. Plus, the master bedroom con- 
tains a number of windows on the lake 
side of the cabin. “It was real important 
to us that we had a lot of windows in the 
home,” Janelle says. The large window 
grouping in the great room was Randy’s 
idea and design. 

Hands-on help 

Randy has worked in construction for most 


38 Cabin Living October 2015 







of his life, so he put his skills to good use, 
wiring and doing the electrical work in 
the cabin himself. It was beneficial for 
everyone that he was on the job site on a 
regular basis, because he was able to an- 
swer any questions or concerns the build- 
ers had during the process. 

Randy installed wireless lighting con- 
trols that utilize radio -frequency signals 
to activate dimming modules. The con- 
trols are completely programmable so any 


switch can control any light in the house. 

Some of the elements Tomahawk used 
on the Langs’ home gave the company 
ideas to use in future homes, Gullo says. 
“There are some characteristics to that 
home that really have become a starting 
point for us,” he says. “Even the siding 
that was done on the home, we now have 
a name for. We’ve done certain things 
similar to it, but not exactly as it was done 
on Randy’s place. We now have what we 


OPPOSITE: A stone backsplash behind the 
cooktop and hood adds earthy texture to 
the kitchen, with its expansive island that's 
perfect for entertaining. 

TOP: The Langs designed their one-floor 
home to remain comfortable for them as 
they age. The master bedroom offers an 
easy connection to the outdoors. 

ABOVE: Creating a berm on their property 
allowed the Langs to put large windows 
into their basement level rooms. Here, the 
basement guest room includes a wide 
window and warm wood paneling. 
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Personal touches make 
the Langs' cabin truly 
one of a kind. In the 
shower (far left) the 
couple incorporated 
stones they had collected 
over the years. 
Special bifold doors 
over their fireplace 
(left) cover the TV 
and can be covered 
with carved or 
painted panels for 
each season. 


finishing 
off a basement 


FOR HOMEOWNERS planning to complete their cabin's lower level, Troy Gullo, 
sales manager and design consultant at Tomahawk Log & Country Homes, 
offers some pointers to consider: 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 


A basement is usually inexpensive to finish, unless you are seeking a larger, 
more elaborate project. If your property allows the lower level to be exposed 
so that windows or a door can be added for a walkout space, you will be 
able to take full advantage of space that may already exist at your retreat. 

If you are building a cabin from scratch, remember that you don't always 
need to go quite as big on upper levels if there's room for living space on 
the lower level. Basement projects are great to consider for expansion, 
especially for sleeping space at the cabin. 

Build adequately upstairs, and later, when funds are available, you can 
tackle the lower level. If you try to finish off a basement right away after a 
new build, sometimes costs will start exceeding your planned budget. It may 
not be best to jump right in, as it can be difficult when you are absorbing 
the costs from the build upstairs. 

Try to plan for the work involved in these projects to be done in the winter 
months, as most of the construction can be done inside. 

When adding materials strictly for aesthetic appeal, like the tin ceiling in 
the Langs' lower level guest room, compare costs with standard options 
if you are trying to stay within a budget. 

If your lot is level, think about creating a berm as the Langs did on their prop- 
erty. A berm will give you the opportunity to add windows in the basement 
level for light. If you go this route, make sure to check building codes in your 
area and make sure the soil on your property is the appropriate consistency. 


call ‘rustic plank,’ named after what he 
used on his particular project. It’s a look 
that more and more people are interested 
in today.” The Langs’ siding is rough-sawn 
pine with a 10 -inch stack height. Toma- 
hawk now offers this siding in stack height 
ranging from 6 to 12 inches. 

Years ago, Randy and Janelle thought 
they wanted to build a log home, but they 
changed their minds and went with a hy- 
brid form that incorporates plenty of wood, 
stone and log accents inside as well as out. 

“They took the conventional frame 
and added logs to it,” Gullo says. “It took 
the timber-frame look in some areas, and 
the log look in certain areas. Many differ- 
ent elements were mixed within to give it 
its striking appearance, but cozy feel.” 

“We studied many magazines and pic- 
tures and cut out the pictures of features 
we liked,” Janelle says. They gathered pho- 
tos until they had a firm idea of how they 
wanted the home to look. Today, they are 
very happy with the way it turned out. 

Going with the flow 

Part of the fun of building a new home is 
making decisions on the interior design 
and decor. The Langs created a rustic 
look at their place after a lot of research. 
“We did a lot of looking, and we probably 
bought just about every log home cabin 
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magazine there was for about five years,” 
Randy says. They also attended many log 
home shows for ideas. 

The couple picked out all the wood 
and materials themselves. “Probably 
one of the most difficult things was get- 
ting the colors right with the stain on the 
wood,” Janelle says. “That’s a little tricky, 
cause when you look at a small sample 
of something, and then you look at it on 
a big surface, it doesn’t always look the 
same.” It is important to note that differ- 
ent lighting can also affect the look. 

Certain finishes and accents were 
used in order to keep a certain consis- 
tency. “When you splash too many things 
up within a home, and you have different 
stack heights ... it begins to start look- 
ing piecemeal,” Gullo explains. “There’s 
a really nice flow that this home has. It’s 
a very classy home, with a lot of thought 
put into the consistency.” 

Pine was used throughout most of the 
home. The interior walls are knotty pine. 
The flooring, with in-floor heating, is white 
oak with a burnished cherry finish manu- 
factured by Tennessee Wood Flooring. 

Reclaimed materials weren’t used in the 
build, but the look was achieved. “What 
was really neat about the flooring that Ran- 
dy chose, was that it was made to look very 
rustic,” Gullo says. The flooring was stained 
and distressed to make it look reclaimed. “It 
was fitting with the cabin,” Gullo says. 
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Another rustic touch is the twig chan- 
delier Randy constructed for the great 
room using alder branches harvested 
from a local swamp. Also in the great 
room above the fireplace are bifold doors 
covering a TV. “We made the bifold doors 
so that painted panels can be placed on 
the doors creating a picture. The panels 
are removable, so we can have a painting 
for each season,” Randy says. 

Gullo says that the TV cabinet was 
an interesting touch and perfect for the 
location near the fireplace. “It was a 
good way to keep heat off of the TV.” It 
also allowed the Langs to keep the TV 
lower for viewing. 

Over time, and throughout their trav- 
els living the northwoods lifestyle, the 
Langs collected stones from the shores 
of Lake Michigan and Lake Superior. As 
a personal touch, they added these stones 
to the showers in their cabin home. 

Life on the lake 

The Langs don’t miss out on the opportu- 
nities at their doorstep. Their family loves 
hunting, fishing, boating, swimming, hik- 
ing, snowshoeing and snowmobiling. Ran- 
dy is the hunter in the house. Janelle men- 
tions with a laugh, “I have dolls, he has deer.” 

They have a pontoon boat, and Randy 
jokes that they have a lot of boats. They 
love taking the pontoon out on the chain 
of lakes because they can go for a long 


time from one lake to the next. 

It can be hard to get the entire fam- 
ily together, especially with their daugh- 
ter now living in California with three of 
their grandchildren, but everyone tries to 
visit for the Fourth of July week - a prime 
time to visit, given the normally beauti- 
ful weather. “Summer is the time to be up 
here to enjoy the lake,” Janelle says. 

The couple also likes to spend a few of 
the winter months in the Florida Keys ev- 
ery year (when the weather is unacceptable 
in Wisconsin, of course). They do mention 
that Christmas can be fun at their cabin 
home though. “Up here, it is a winter won- 
derland,” Janelle says. “Being in the North 
Woods is fun at any time of the year.” 

Living where and how they do, Janelle 
comments, “I can’t think of a nicer way to 
enjoy the beauty of nature than sitting out 
on a dock overlooking the lake or watch- 
ing the animals and the woods, or walk- 
ing in the woods. It’s just a very relaxed, 
comfortable lifestyle. I tell you, everyday 
I’m thankful that I get to live in this beau- 
tiful place.” 

Janelle calls what they have “their little 
piece of heaven.” Randy remarks: “Well, 
I guess I have to echo that. They do say, 
'Heaven has a dock.’” 

Wisconsin native Julie Kuczynski agrees 
that with the state's weather, there is no bet- 
ter time to be “up north ” than in July. 
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building efficiently 


TOMAHAWK LOG & COUNTRY HOMES builds a broad spectrum of homes at many different sizes 
- and budgets. But Troy Gullo of Tomahawk says, the company doesn't want to see people cut corners 
just so they can afford their house. A solution? Plan an efficient build. "Well often play with cost, but 
we don't want to see people do it in the wrong area," he says. 

"Two, three, four years back it seems that people started paying attention to, 'why do I need 
all this house?' I think people are a little bit more wise to not overbuilding, "Gullo says. 

But, no matter what size a home is, Gullo says it is always about efficiency. "It's about laying 
things out so that there's not wasted space and there's not a lot of hallways. No matter what 
someone's budget is, you can blow it away by not being efficient. "If you have a smaller place 
or a smaller budget you have to focus on efficiency. 

"The difficulty with a smaller home is that the fixed costs really hit you hard. 

Whether you do 1 ,500 square feet or 3,500 square feet, you still have a well, a 
septic, a driveway, a kitchen, a fireplace, a furnace, you name it, all these fixed 
costs really start to hit hard. Now, you don't have as much square footage 
to divide that into," Gullo explains. "The per square foot cost of your 
house then seems really elevated or really high, but the thing is, 
there are certain things that are there no matter what size you 
build." He advises to keep these fixed costs in mind when 
weighing the size of your cabin plan to help you find 
the most efficient potential for your space, cl 
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and build a cabin together - along with five kids, a handful 

Spike Carlsen and his wife, Kat, built their own cabin on the of friends, and a half-blind, gimpy Pekingese. We decided 

rugged north shore of Lake Superior. They named their place from the start that the process of building would be just as 

"Oma Tupa, Oma Lupa." Translated from its Finnish roots, it important as the final cabin. And in the end we wound up 


means "One's cabin, one's freedom." 


with a cabin perched above 3 quadrillion gallons of water 
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Why build a cabin? Spike explains: "When some couples 
reach midlife, he buys a red Miata sports coupe and she gets 
a facelift and a walnut-size cocktail ring. Not us. We decided 
to buy a nearly inaccessible cliff of eroding clay on Lake Superior 


and a bucket of memories." 

In the following excerpt. Spike details the process of 
laying the cabin's foundation. He begins with this advice: 
"When you dig a hole, be smarter than the shovel." 


Photos on pages 46, 47, 48, 50 © J. Johnson; Illustrations © Michael Gellatly (colorized by Kanoe Wentworth) 




OPPOSITE: Perched on a cliff overlooking Lake Superior, the Carlsens' 
cabin makes the most of a challenging site. 

LEFT: A window seat becomes a favorite spot for reading and napping. 
ABOVE: Glass railings in the loft don't obscure the lake view. 


A SOLID 
FOUNDATION 

An excerpt from the book “Cabin Lessons: A Nail-by-Nail Tale ” by spike carlsen 


D on’t let the nonambulatory 
state of a cabin mislead you; 
it’s a living thing. The 100- 
amp electrical service panel 
is the brain; the wires are the nerve fi- 
bers; the outlets, switches and lights are 


the nerve endings. The hot and cold wa- 
ter pipes are the veins that nourish. The 
drain, waste and vent pipes create the 
intestines that usher the waste away; the 
cabin is actually superior to us since it ex- 
pels gas up and through a roof vent, versus 


humanity’s lower trajectory. The shingles 
are the hair, the siding and insulation 
are the skin, the paint is the makeup, the 
heating system is the lungs, and the rough 
framework is the skeleton. But you need to 
start from the ground up. With a cabin, as 
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For guests that 
just magically 
appear... 






build the 


doest 


bed that 
e same. 


Why let a bed waste valuable 
space when you don’t need the 
bed? A murphy bed built using 
the Create-A-Bed® murphy bed 
mechanism gives your guests a 
comfortable night’s sleep and 
then disappears when they do. 
Twin, Full or Queen mechanisms 
include complete step-by-step 
instructions, DVD and toll-free 
technical 
assistance. 


Create-A-Bed® 

toll free: 877-966-3852 

www.wallbed.com 




i ! 


A wood stove keeps the cabin warm on chilly mornings and evenings. Windows set high 
above patio doors bring both natural light and stunning lake views into the cabin. 
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with any entity, you need to begin with 
solid feet and legs - the foundation. 

There are two approaches we can take 
to building on a steep slope. The first is 
setting the cabin on a full basement; one 
where the backside would be buried 6 or 
7 feet and the front or downhill side ex- 
posed. This approach would involve doz- 
ing a mammoth wedge of soil out of the 
earth to create a flat subterranean surface. 
The upside is we could create both a foun- 
dation and usable square footage beneath 
the cabin. The downside is it would rear- 
range both our budget and the landscape 
in a serious way. 

The second option is the “stork” ap- 
proach. The cabin would perch on a rect- 
angular grid of legs or wood posts; taller 
ones on the downhill side, shorter ones 
on the uphill. It would be an inexpensive, 
low-impact way of building. We wouldn’t 
need a 20 -ton bulldozer rearranging the 
earth, only a 12-pound posthole digger. 
Posts would allow us to leave the slope 


of the ground basically unaltered and to 
tread more gently on the land. And posts 
would allow us to build quickly and inex- 
pensively. 

We go with the stork option, eyes wide 
open about the drawbacks. With post 
footings on a steep slope, we realize we 
will give up the basement to store tools 
and obnoxious relatives. Were commit- 
ting ourselves to hard, tedious handwork 
- a solid chunk of blood, sweat and tears. 
To support our 16-by-20-foot cabin we 
need nine posts - three rows of three - 
plus two more posts to support the small 
bump -out on the back. We also need 
posts to support the front deck, bringing 
the grand total to 14. We run strings be- 
tween stakes to indicate the perimeter of 
the cabin, then pound in stakes to mark 
where each post will go. Time to dig in. 

The hierarchy of soil dig- ability goes 
as thus: 

■ Easiest: Sand and dirt. They’re ho- 
mogeneous, predictable and light. 


■ Hard: Soil with lots of tree roots, es- 
pecially those so beefy you can’t chop 
through them with a shovel. Espe- 
cially if the roots are so gnarly and ill- 
tempered you need to be a contortion- 
ist with a reciprocating saw to get rid 
of them. 

■ Harder: Soils with lots of clay; heavy, 
dense, sticky clay that clings to your 
shovel or posthole digger like a camp- 
fire marshmallow. You spend as much 
time scraping gumbo off your shovel 
as actually digging. 

■ Hardest: Soils with rocks of all sizes. 
Small rocks throw your posthole dig- 
ger off course, medium-size rocks dull 
it, and large rocks break it. 

■ Hardly worth attempting: Clayey 
soil, with roots and rocks; the soil we 
encounter. 

After spending three hours digging 
the first hole by hand - 16 inches in di- 
ameter, 54 inches deep - 1 calculate I will 
spend 42 hours on this task alone. This is 
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The qualities that orginally drew us to the craft of timber 
framing continue to guide us today. For thirty years, the 
craftsmen at Glenville Timberwrights have designed 
and constructed homes that are at once beautiful 
to look at and extremely comfortable to live in. 

Oqohos (M i e^ei-^ixxcolns^ ^asnd£^s too^v^s. 

• Hand crafted timber frame homes made from your 
choice of reclaimed or second-growth Douglas fir 
• Complete design services 
• Structural Insulated Panel enclosure systems 


v*venvoSiie£ 5ta/ii fle/io: 

Glenville Timberwrights 
1301 Lake Street 
Baraboo, Wisconsin 53913 
www.glenvilletimberwrights.com 
info@glenvilletimberwrights.com 
608-355-9950 or 608-356-9095 
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JOG J-JOME QUTLET 



"SWEDISH C0PE"WALLL06S 

(Swedish Cope Prices include saddle notched comers.) 

DIAM. STANDARD CABIN 

6" N/A $2.52 L.F. 

7" $4.26 L.F. $3.68 L.F. 

8" $5.31 L.F. $4.63 L.F. 

9" $7.33 L.F. $6.29 L.F. 

10" $ 8.97 L.F. $7.71 L.F. 

12" $13.94 L.F. $11.14 L.F. 

14" $16.54 L.F. $14.26 L.F. 

16" N/A $21 . 41 L.F. 

(Swedish Cope half log siding available 
for 40% less than above shown prices.) 



Photo depicts a 10" cabin appearance kit. 



“ACCESSORIES” 

Milled log railing $13/ lin. ft. 

Hand peeled log railing $16/ lin. ft. 

Log stair sets From $1 ,275 

1" X 6" T&G decking $.58/ lin. ft. 

2" X 6" T&G decking $1.14/lin. ft. 

Lumber Maker (log tool) $103 

Log Wizard (log tool) $225 



WHY LOG HOME OUTLET? 

✓ Quality log homes at the lowest prices! 

✓ Dry logs, from standing dead timbers! 

✓TPI grade stamped logs! 

✓ Log Home design & engineering available! 

✓ Machined & Handcrafted beams available from 
6" to 48" in diameters, & up to 42 ft. in length! 

✓ FREE ESTIMATES! 

✓Yes, we ship everywhere! 

Call, or visit us online for a free brochure! 



Log Home Outlet Inc. 

Phone: (208) 542-2772 
Fax: (208) 535-0343 
sales@loghomeoutlet.com 
www.loghomeoutlet.com 

Prices & promotions subject to change without notice. 

*Free shipping with minimum purchase. 

(Accessories alone do not qualify for the free shipping promotion.) 



ABOVE: When building his cabin, 
author Spike Carlsen chose to use 
posts to support it instead of an 
excavated foundation. 


LEFT: Because the site is steeply 
sloped, the rear of the cabin sits 
nearly at ground level. 


48 Cabin Living October 2015 



Cool Hand Luke work. Its not the way I 
want to spend an entire week. I need to 
be smarter than the shovel. A gas-pow- 
ered auger ain’t gonna cut it. We need a 
machine. Bradley is booked, so I find the 
only other excavator in the area who has 
a Bobcat skid loader with a hole auger at- 
tachment. He agrees to meet me at the 
site at 5 o’clock, after his day job. I recheck 
and re-stake the location of each hole as I 
wait. It’s fall, and the temperature drops 
to 40 as the sun sets. Seven p.m. and still 
no auger. There’s no cell phone reception, 
and I figure he’s been waylaid. I’m chilled 
to the bone and start packing up when 
I see headlights and a trailer bouncing 
down the driveway. 

“Decided to do er tomorrow, eh?” I 
say, using a tone sarcastic enough to show 
my displeasure, yet friendly enough to 
not alienate the only guy within 100 miles 
who can get this godforsaken job done. 
“Hell, no. I got headlights!” he says as he 
fires up the machine. And soon it becomes 


clear this is not a one-man operation. He 
sits hobbling on his Bobcat while I, under 
the glare of headlights, use a shovel and 
pickaxe to pry and chop the sticky clay 
off the auger after each plunge. I use a 
clam digger-type posthole digger to try to 
lift loose rocks out of the bottoms of the 
holes when they fall in. Most of the time 
I’m on my knees. My pants and shirt are 
soaked, half from sweat and half from the 
sodden soil flying through the air. We’re 
working on a slope, so I hand-guide the 
auger to vertical before each plunge; I’m 
hoping he’s packed plenty of tourniquets 
for when this thing rips both my arms off. 
I spend three hours, frozen, wet and bone 
weary genuflecting to the auger god. 

I’m paying him; isn’t something wrong 
here? No, if I were on the Bobcat it would 
be a submarine on the bottom of Superior. 
Both hands and both feet are required to 
drive, steer, lift and dump the Bobcat and 
auger in a coordinated effort. A good Bob- 
cat operator is part excavator, part ballet 


dancer; Baryshnikov in a hard hat. By 
the time we’re done, it’s pitch black. I’m 
soaked, caked in clay, nearly deaf from the 
noise and sleep deprived - but hey, look at 
those 14 holes. Beauty is in the eyes of the 
beholder - especially if the beholder just 
dodged five days of brutal work. 

I ask what I owe him, and he responds, 
“Well, what’s it worth to you?” And while 
the correct answer is, “My firstborn son 
and 10,000 dollars,” we settle on a more 
reasonable 200 bucks. 

The support posts need to sit on con- 
crete pads. Mixing concrete requires wa- 
ter, and there’s plenty of that around - it’s 
just 200 feet down a 60 -degree cliff. We 
buy three old five -gallon plastic jerry cans 
at a garage sale, and Kat and I start haul- 
ing. To fill the jugs we kneel on jagged 
rock and force them underwater, using 
the muscle mechanics you’d use drown- 
ing a hippo. We tie ropes from tree to 
tree, and as we ascend, one-handed, with 
the 40-pound jugs, we slip, slide, grunt 


We Are the Largest Distributor 
of Professional Log Maintenance 
Products in the Northeast! 





• Call us for expert advice on products and 
applications 

• We ship product to your job site or you can pick up 
at our store 

• Protect your investment with 1-Wood-Care home care 
products 



' -K Unit*' S 


I-Wood-Care’s staff is ready to help you! 


• Log Cleaners 

• Wood Strippers 

• Sanding & Blasting 
Materials 

• Mildewcide 

• Insect Control Products 

• Preservatives 

• Log Repair/Wood Fillers 

• Caulk Guns & Equipment 


• Paint Brushes 

• Application Tools 

• Fasteners & Log Gasket 

• Exterior Stains 

• Caulking & Chinking 
Products 

• Interior Wood Finishes 

• Bar Top & Hobby 
Coatings 
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custom^yoOD H0ME tours 


A new concept 
in home planning 


Plan your cabin by viewing digital models 
from top custom wood home manufactur- 
ers — without ever leaving the comfort of 
your home. Customwoodhomes.com 
is a new online tool that lets you learn 
about and plan your dream home by 
providing virtual tours. WeVe partnered 
with leading manufacturers to showcase 
custom log and timber homes on this 
dynamic, interactive virtual design site. 


Come be inspired at 
CustomWoodHomes.com 



KATAHDin TIMBERBLOCK 

CEDAR LOG HDFIU The revolutionary R-30 insulated log home 






PrecisionCraft 

LOG & TIMBER HOMES 


“SKTij® AjIMRARNA 
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and struggle to keep our footing. This is 
how people wind up in the “News of the 
Weird” column. Its not how two rea- 
sonably intelligent people get water from 
point A to point B. It would be more rea- 
sonable to buy 12-ounce bottles of Perrier 
from the gift shop up the road. 

On our third trip up the hill we en- 
counter Dick standing at the top. We’ve 
known Dick long enough to be able to 
judge his mood, even before he says some- 
thing, based on the direction and velocity 
of his jowls. You do not want to see rapid 
horizontal movement. But they’re moving 
vertically, and he’s got a big grin. 

We’re wheezing, with high-water pants 
and burrs stuck to our socks. “Now ain’t 
that somethin’,” he hoots - the phrase he 
utters when he doesn’t know what else to 
say or is reloading for his next quip. “You 
know we got a garden hose, and you got 
a truck. I bet we could figure out a better 
way to do that.” Yah, ain’t that somethin’. 

Visitors are surprised to see the cabin 
perched on nine modest-size posts. Each 
is made from three “foundation grade” 
treated 2-by-6s nailed together, making 
each post 4 V 2 by 5 V 2 inches in cross sec- 
tion. Not that massive. But wood is incred- 
ibly strong in the vertical position, much 
stronger than it is lying flat or lying on 
edge. A single vertical 2-by-6, prevented 
from bending, can support 15 tons before 
reaching its limits. That means each post 
can theoretically support 45 tons, and as 
a group can support more than 400 tons’ 
worth of cabin. 

When we dig the holes, the cabin still 
looks small on paper. One or two bags 
of concrete in each hole will support the 
posts that will support the beams that will 
support the joists that will support the 
walls that will support the roof. There can 
be no weak link in this chain of command. 

We get the concrete pads poured and 
the posts positioned and backfilled. I step 
back and squint, trying to picture the 
cabin with all its parts, occupants, fur- 
nishings and snowloads. But instead of 
hearing a deep, booming voice say, “And 
it was good,” I hear a scrawny little inner 
voice asking, “Don’t you think nine posts 
and 15 bags of concrete are a wee bit on the 
light side?” 


Yet, getting the foundation in - 
whether it consists of nine posts or 50 
tons of concrete for a poured basement - 
is a milestone in cold climates. It means 
you’re up and out of the frozen soil and 
can keep building through the rest of the 
winter. If you’re crazy enough, cl 

“Cabin Lessons” by Spike Carlsen is pub- 
lished by Storey Publishing, storey.com. 



CABIN 

LESSO 

Hi 



Discover & fall in love 
with the bam that's 
right for you. 



OWE PERSON OPERATION - GUARANTEED 


FOLDING LEGS FOR COMPACT STORAGE 


LATERAL AND LONGITUDINAL BRACING 


ALL STAINLESS STEEL FASTENERS 


QUICK HEIGHT ADJUSTMENT - NO SET SCREWS 


CLEAN LINES, NO ERECTOR SET TRUSSES 


EASY ANO FAST ACCESSORY ATTACHMENT 


CHOICE OF DECKING AN D DECKING COLORS 


FIFTEEN YEAR WARRANTY 


JH DIRECT SALES ONLY - WHY PAY DEALERS 


STRONG - EACH SECTION HOLDS 7000 LBS 


- i 6035 HWY TOE. ST GERMAIN, Wl 
715477 3232 


by 

mefican Giaiiis£uild (GAGG) 


WWW.PIEROFDNORT.COM 
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on holiday 
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Log cabin makes every 
day feel like a vacation 


STORY BY STACEY FREED 
PHOTOS BY PERRY MASTROVITO 
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Details like the heavy-timber scissor 
truss in the gable give this small cabin 
big presence. The scribed logs meet at 
exterior corner joints, giving the home 
a charming, organic look. 


OPPOSITE: The centerpiece of the home 
is the spiral staircase winding around a 
three-story tree trunk. Wood stairs with 
steel plates are banded to the trunk and 
fan out over the living space. Metal 
artist Marc Tetro hand-forged and 
cut steel to create the banister. 
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N ear Magog City, at the base 
of Mont Orford in Quebec, 
sits a small cabin in the 
woods. “Its paradise,” says 
its owner, Andre Boisvert, who built the 
home in 2003 as a weekend retreat and 
moved in full-time five years later. 

Andre, who owns a swimming pool 
and chimney installation business in 
Sherbrooke, Canada, was approached by 
a sales representative from a log home 
company who wanted to sell him a sau- 
na. Andre was so taken by the beauty of 
the company’s homes he decided to work 
with the company to build them. 


At home in nature 

Looking for inspiration for a model home, 
Andre picked up a copy of log home de- 
signer Robbin Obomsawin’s book on 
small log homes and chose “Camp Danc- 
ing Bear” as the floor plan. (See “Book 
Smart” on page 56.) Obomsawin is con- 
struction manager and general contractor 
at Beaver Creek Log Homes in Oneida, 
N.Y. After building the model and four 
other houses, Andre left the business but 
not before purchasing that first model 
for himself. “It has a lot of nice character, 
gable ends and logs up to the roof, a lot of 
wood,” Andre says. “You can build three 


regular houses with the wood we have in 
that house.” 

In fact, Camp Dancing Bear is one 
of Beaver Creek’s most popular models. 
“Sometimes when I design a house every- 
thing just happens; everything falls into 
place and it’s magic,” Obomsawin says. 
“With other houses you have to work to 
make it flow and function. Camp Danc- 
ing Bear was one I really enjoyed doing.” 

With its high roof and natural materi- 
als, the 2,000-square-foot home (includ- 
ing the basement) makes Andre feel like 
he’s “on holiday all the time; it’s rejuvenat- 
ing.” He loves to ski in the national park 
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OPPOSITE: Large logs and a slate tile floor help 
delineate the kitchen space. Wedgewood blue custom- 
built pine cabinets are weathered for authenticity. 
Skylights bring in natural light, while pendants offer 
task lighting for the countertops and island. 

ABOVE: The small details, like this replica handmade 
brass doorknob plate with painted wood lever handle, 
add charm. 

LEFT: Slate tile floors contrast with the honey tones of the 
hand-scraped log walls in the bathroom. A repurposed 
dresser serves as a vanity when topped with a vessel sink. 


just across the road and does a lot of road 
biking. It was important to him to have 
a home that reflected his love of the out- 
doors. “You cant build a log home and put 
in cheap things; you need to be sure the 
interior will match the exterior,” he says. 

Glorious wood 

With great attention to detail, the exte- 
riors scribed white spruce logs are topped 
by scissor trusses just under the roof. On 
one side, a gabled window sits atop three 
log ends. “We use a scriber to fit every log 
perfectly,” says the homes builder, Simon 
Auger, principal of Chic Shack Maisons 
de Bois Massif in Eastern Townships, 
Quebec. “Its more like sculpture.” 

Inside the three-bedroom home, its 
all about the warmth and comfort of the 
wood - on the walls, floors and ceilings. 
Great structural timbers lift the dining 
room ceiling, and curved logs define all the 


spaces. The centerpiece of the living room 
is the spiral staircase designed and built by 
Jean-Marc Tetro of Creations Tetro. 

A tree trunk rises through the center 
of the staircase, starting from the base- 
ment through to the loft level. Iron rings 
wrap around the trunk, each one con- 
nected to a hand-forged steel step topped 
with wood. Tetro says this design was 
“quite a challenge. The floor is not square 
and its not easy fitting everything in.” 
The wood takes about four years to dry, 
and as it does it shrinks. About once each 
year for the first several years, Andre had 
to tighten the bolts on the stairs to ac- 
count for the shrinkage and settling. 

But the staircase, handrail and deco- 
rative forged and hand- cut ironwork in 
place of balustrades, “is light and organic 
and keeps the same natural spirit as the 
wood,” says Tetro who faux-finished the 
steel using a mix of black, brown, gray and 


yellow paint to create a patina that mim- 
ics rusted metal. He wanted it to echo a 
“bridge outside so when that rusted after 
10 years they would be the same color.” 

Recreation & relaxation 

Andre loves to have friends and fam- 
ily over to enjoy his piece of the woods 
and surrounding nature - and to watch 
hockey, of course, on the 100 -inch 
screen in the media room above the 
barn-like garage. 

But when the guests are gone, its his 
bedroom that’s his favorite spot. He loves 
the ceiling’s huge logs and the freestand- 
ing bathtub. “It’s my place to relax and 
have a peaceful moment.” 

Stacey Freed lives and works in Pittsford , 
N.Y. She and her husband enjoy spending 
time at a family cottage on Keuka Lake in 
New York's beautiful Finger Lakes region. 
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book smart 

WHEN HE NEEDED ideas for his handcrafted log home's design, Andre Boisvert 
looked to the book "Small Log Homes" by Robbin Obomsawin for helpful advice. 
Obomsawin has written several books of interest to would-be cabin owners. The 
books highlight compact plans that offer the luxury and warmth of logs while main- 
taining a small footprint. 

"Small Log Homes" pairs plenty of eye-candy in the way of photos with tried- 
and-true expert advice from Obomsawin, who serves as con- 
struction manager and general contractor for Beaver Creek Log 
Homes. She shares her in-depth knowledge of handcrafting log 
homes with readers and includes a construction checklist in the 
book. Fifteen plans for charming storybook homes are included. 

In Obomsawin's second book, "Best Log Home Plans," she 
includes 30 floor plans, along with expert tips and techniques, 
information about customizing a stock plan and an explanation 
of the design process. Readers benefit from Obomsawin's years 
in log home construction. "Seeing a variety of home layouts has 
given me the chance to study what works well and what does not," she writes in the 
book's introduction. 

Obomsawin's other books include "Log Cabin Classics," "The Not So Log Cabin," 
"The Arts & Crafts Cabin" and "The Adirondack Cabin." To order, visit beavercreek 
loghomes.com. cl 



ABOVE, LEFT: Artist Jean-Marc Tetro 
painted the stairs' metal elements 
to mimic a rusty patina. 

ABOVE: Tall windows ring the hexago- 
nal dining room bump out, bringing the 
outdoors in. A confluence of woods - 
cherry flooring, white spruce logs and 
narrow bands of painted pine on the 
vaulted ceiling - adds visual interest 
to the room. 
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CABIN 
STATS 

Built: 2003 

Location: 

Magog City, 
Quebec 

Square feet: 

2,000 (including 
basement) 

Bedrooms: 3 
Baths: 2 



UPPER LEVEL 



MAIN LEVEL 


cabinlivingmag.com 57 





ABOVE (2): Windows framed by arched 
timbers and patio doors open this home 
to the trees just outside. 

MIDDLE: Fixed-pane windows stretch 
from floor to ceiling in this seating area. 
Triangular windows in the gables bring 
in even more natural light. 

FAR : Single- or double-hung windows 
have one or two sashes that open up 
or down. Mullions or grilles can frame 
smaller panes of glass within the win- 
dow, or be applied as a decorative accent 
to a large pane of glass. 

RIGHT: Casement windows that open 
out with the turn of a crank are accented 
with wood mullions and distinctive 
wood trim that matches the room's 
posts and beams. 
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ROOMS 

with a view 

How to choose the best windows for your cabin 
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special section 



WINDOWS & DOORS 


T oday’s windows are far supe- 
rior to those used decades ago. 
Windows still frame beautiful 
views, of course, but new in- 
novations mean they can make cabins 
more comfortable and easier than ever to 
maintain. Here are tips on choosing the 
best styles and sizes for your project. 

Sense of style 

Windows perform the basic functions 
of allowing for ventilation and light and 
protecting a home from the elements. 
They also serve as a central design feature. 
Making a meaningful style statement 
with your windows depends on select- 
ing the right one for each space. Know- 
ing your options and the window’s pur- 
pose will help you weigh the benefits and 
drawbacks of each style. 

Whether you plan to use it to usher in 
light, ventilation or views - or all of the 
above - you will likely choose from one of 
the following categories, which are based 
on how the window opens and closes: 

Single- and double-hung windows 
feature one or two sashes, respectively, 
that move up or down for easy cleaning. 
They are more affordable than casement 
windows, but they allow more air leak- 
age. They should be placed in an easily 
accessible area for maintenance and op- 
eration (e.g. don’t place a double-hung 
window above a kitchen sink, because 


it would be difficult to open across the 
countertop). 

Casement windows include a hand 
crank that opens the glass from a side 
hinge. The window can be angled for 
optimal ventilation and easy cleaning. 
A closed casement window is more air- 
tight than the single- or double-hung 
variety. Avoid placing casement or aw- 
ning windows above a porch or deck 
where they can obstruct a walkway 
when opened. 

Awning windows are hinged at the 
top, and open outward and up. They 
provide excellent ventilation, with par- 
tial or full opening capabilities, to cus- 
tomize airflow. Because of their con- 
struction, they keep out moisture and 
have an airtight seal. Size options are 
limited. 

Gliding windows slide vertically 
from side to side. They are easy to clean 
and provide good ventilation, but they are 
less resistant to the elements than hinged 
windows. 

Picture windows are fixed in place 
and cannot be opened for ventilation. 
They come in a countless array of shapes 
and sizes that can be combined to fit any 
space. 

Clerestory windows are a row of win- 
dows placed near the ceiling. This style is 
ideal for a room where both extra light 
and privacy are needed. Rectangular 


transom widows serve the same purpose 
as clerestory windows but are typically 
placed above a door. 

Bay and bow windows are a com- 
bination of three or more windows that 
extend beyond the main wall. Because 
of their placement, they are most often 
used for framing panoramic views. Their 
size can equate to large amounts of heat 
loss, however, so they should be used ju- 
diciously. 

Size matters 

To help ensure proper window sizing, 
consider the overall design of the in- 
teriors and exterior, as well as the size 
of your cabin and the room where the 
window will be placed. The relative 
scale of a window should be compara- 
ble to the size of the home (e.g., larger 
cabins with larger rooms will require 
larger windows). The same principle 
goes for the actual material you are us- 
ing; for example, in a cabin with large- 
diameter logs, larger windows will look 
more balanced. 

Window sizes are almost limitless, 
ranging from small circular designs to 
expansive floor-to- ceiling panes. The lat- 
ter are more often used in a great room 
to showcase views. But although these 
windows have big visual impact, they can 
also create a significant increase in your 
monthly expenses. 
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Right: Specialty Woodworks; Far right: Heritage Metalworks 



m ost cabins aren't cookie-cutter 
homes. Part of their charm 
could be their setting or their 
size. Style plays a part, too, and custom-built 
doors bring plenty of style to a cabin. 

Although entryways come to mind first 
when considering a custom door, they can 
also be used for your home's interior. Hand- 
crafted doors are often more substantial and 
visually interesting than off-the-shelf models. 
Keep these factors in mind when researching 
your options. 


Species. The choice of a wood species for 
your doors will be based on personal prefer- 
ence. Lighter color options for doors are 
available in yellow-hued knotty pine or grayish 
cedar, with species such as alder, cherry or 
oak reflecting deeper, often redder, tones. Of 
course, a painted door can be any color. 

Continuity. For a cohesive look, start by 
identifying the overall architectural style you 
want for your cabin, then choose which ele- 
ments you want to bring in with doors. 
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Planning. If you are building a new cabin 
and thinking about custom doors, don't wait 
to begin the commissioning process. "We like 
to talk with people as soon as possible," says 
Barry Catron of Xterior Plus, a door crafter in 
Wytheville, Va. "We love seeing their designs 
and to sometimes make suggestions on the 
doors." Giving a door handcrafter plenty of 
time to work will help ensure that your con- 
struction project won't be delayed by doors 
that aren't finished. 

Typical lead time can range from two 
to three months for a custom door. 

To get a better idea of what styles are 
available, visit log and timber home shows 
and websites that specialize in such doors. 
And note what style of doors you like as you 
flip through this magazine. 


Size. Whether you plan to retire to your cabin 
or don't have a long-term plan, it's a good 
idea to consider making the doorways in the 
home extra wide. The added width can ac- 
commodate a wheelchair or walker if it's ever 
necessary - and may help you move furniture 
with ease in the meantime. Adding a few 
additional inches to a custom wood door does 
not greatly affect its cost, Catron says, and 
is much less expensive than retrofitting your 
cabin with wider door openings at a later date. 


The Extras. In addition to the beauty of the 
wood itself, custom doors can feature carv- 
ings, windows and beautiful hardware. 

Pricing. With basic doors at big-box stores 
priced for less than $100 each, seeing 
handcrafted doors for hundreds if not 
thousands more may cause sticker shock. 
The added expense is an investment in 
a door that's most likely thicker, heavier 
and more durable. 


grand 
entrances 


special section 

WINDOWS & DOORS 


open season 

With folding glass walls, nothing stands in your way by janice brewster 


M ike Brown wanted a way to 
connect the living room of his 
south central Pennsylvania 
home to the outdoors. The 
room’s pair of standard sliding glass doors left 
him aggravated, because only half of the doors’ 
width opened. tc I was frustrated. I couldn’t re- 
ally open everything up,” Brown says. 

He was considering installing a pair of 
French doors, but knew the doors’ frames 
would still block his view and the doors them- 
selves would eat into his floor space when 
open. Then he came across a folding glass wall 
system on display at a local builders’ show. 
He purchased a six-panel wall from Solar In- 
novations that creates an almost 11-foot- wide 


opening out onto his screened porch, allowing 
him to truly enjoy good weather and his view 
of the woods beyond his backyard. 

CC I open it up at the crack of dawn and 
leave it open until I go to bed,” Brown says. 

Beyond the slider 

Folding glass walls work on the same principle 
as traditional bi-fold closet doors, which ac- 
cordion open and don’t require a central door 
jamb. In some systems, overhead tracks elimi- 
nate the need for multiple tracks at floor level, 
which, in traditional patio doors, can catch 
debris and present a tripping hazard or wheel- 
chair impediment. The glass wall panels slide 
or roll along the track and stack at one end - 


either inside or on the home’s exterior. 

Similar to the folding systems, some of the 
newest glass walls have panels that stack and 
slide into wall pockets. For timber-framed 
homes that are enclosed with solid structural 
insulated panels (SIPs), the pocket applica- 
tion probably would not be optimal, says Matt 
Thomas of NanaWall, located in California. 

Whether it folds or slides, unlike stan- 
dard sliding or swinging patio doors, a fold- 
ing glass wall leaves nothing to block the view 
or interfere with foot traffic when open. Be- 
cause the glass panels aren’t required to swing 
open, they gobble up less floor space. For ex- 
ample, California-based Lanai Doors crafts a 
36 -inch-wide door that can be folded down to 





VISIT ONE OF OUR SHOWS AND FIND THE COMPANIES AND PRODUCTS THAT WILL MAKE UP YOUR NEW HOME 

Log Homes | Timber Frame | Cabins | Log & Rustic Style Furniture | FREE Seminars & Demonstrations 


WWW.LOGHOMESHOWS.COM 866.607.4108 


62 Cabin Living October 2015 



occupy a space that measures just 12 inches by 
6 inches. 

When closed, the folding glass wall panels 
lock in place, providing security and resistance 
to wind and weather. 

Homeowners like Mike Brown choose the 
folding glass walls because of their unlimited 
width and their ability to connect indoor space 
with outdoor areas. This connection is a dis- 
tinct advantage for homeowners who have cre- 
ated fully equipped outdoor living spaces with 
complete kitchens, dining areas and seating 
spaces. When fully open, the system can effec- 
tively eliminate a room’s exterior wall. 

After seeing the open air rooms created by 
folding glass walls in Hawaiian homes, Boston- 
area architect William Ruhl of Ruhl Walker 
Architects, thought the walls could work well 
in his region, too. “Our clients wanted to have 
large screened porches so they could live out- 
doors spring, summer and fall without the ubiq- 
uitous New England mosquitoes and flies, and 
wondered how they might join those porches to 
the rest of the house.” cl 



We make 
grand 
entrances. 




Celebrating 30 Years of Quality Craftsmanship 


P.O. Box 450, Hamilton, MT 59840 
406/363-6353 Fax: 406/363-6373 

www. specialty woodworksco. com 
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Polishing 
a Minnesota gem 
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Combining the feel of a lakeside 
cabin with a mountain retreat the 
exterior blends metal, stone, wood, 
cement and strategic use of color. 

A favorite place to gather in all sea- 
sons, the side patio beckons with its 
large wood-burning fireplace. 
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THIS PAGE: Windows flank the steel 
fireplace in the Brays' great room, 
and are easily opened and closed - 
with the help of rolling ladders. 

Two sets of patio doors open 
the room to the outdoors. 


OPPOSITE: A mudroom entry corrals 
all the gear that comes with lake- 
side life. Acid-stained concrete floors 
have embedded radiant heating 
to keep the cabin toasty during 
Minnesota winters. 
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I f you’re like most cabin owners, 
you feel pretty passionate about 
your cabin. And you know that 
somehow through the design, con- 
struction and decor, both inside and out, 
your cabin conveys your particular iden- 
tity. Cindy and Tim Bray, of St. Paul, have 
always been passionate about their cabin 
near Crosslake, Minn. But it was the re- 
build that put them over the moon with 
their retreat. 

Cindy’s father bought the original 
cabin in 1978. Cindy made an abundance 
of memories there, both as a child and 
as an adult with her husband, Tim, and 
their three children. However, at only 
800 square feet, the cabin didn’t offer 
enough space for extended visits with 
family or friends. 


So in 2008, the Brays took on the 
building of a new cabin, using the services 
of Lands End Development, a custom 
home builder located in Crosslake. From 
June’s teardown to final construction de- 
tail on December 1 of that year, Cindy 
stayed in the cabin’s bunkhouse to help 
facilitate the building process. Having 
Cindy on site allowed the contractors to 
get immediate answers to questions only 
a homeowner could answer. 

“While we often do the design and 
build of homes with limited involvement 
from the homeowners, it is frequently the 
projects that have heavy homeowner in- 
volvement that are the most fun for us as 
a company,” says Matt Balmer, co-owner 
of Lands End Development. “These homes 
always represent the homeowner and how 


they live, which is so important for lake re- 
treats. As an added bonus, it usually pro- 
vides great pride and satisfaction as well.” 

While Cindy was glad to be involved 
in the construction process, it was a lit- 
tle rough for her with only an outdoor 
shower for six months. It got really cold 
in the fall, especially when the contrac- 
tors came very early in the morning and 
didn’t leave until well after dark; some- 
times even working by truck headlights. 
“It was, at times, a dark and cold experi- 
ence,” Cindy recalls. 

New and improved 

The design of the new cabin mixes moun- 
tain and lake home styles. “Our daughter, 
Erin, lives in Colorado,” Cindy says. “A lot 
of what we like in design attributes comes 


RESOURCE: Lands End Development, landsendev.com 
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The hand-hewn pine dining bar and 
the refurbished redwood on the 
cabinets and refrigerator speak to 
the northwoods flavor of this cabin. 
The redwood was salvaged from 
the Brays' previous home. 



If 

If 

1 

i ■ 

r 


Ml 

iijii 











from visiting her.” 

Lands End worked hard at getting 
the exact look and feel the Brays wanted. 
“Tim and Cindy came to us with lots of 
ideas,” Balmer recalls. “It was our job to 
take these ideas and combine them with 
a floor plan that worked on the property, 
and for the Brays’ lifestyle.” 

“They were good collaborators,” Tim 
says. “We stretched them with a few 
things, but they kept working on it.” 

The result is a three-bedroom, well- 
crafted retreat with unique features that 
blend metal, wood, stone and glass. “It 
works well for two people but has options 
to hold guests,” Cindy explains. 

A fireplace fabricated from steel is one 
of the main focal points that boasts a de- 
sign twist: A flat screen TV hides behind 
doors above the mantel. “We got the idea 
for the fireplace from the REI store,” Tim 
says. The metal, especially the angle iron, 
is taking on a weathered rusty look that 
Cindy loves. “I’d like more of that to hap- 
pen,” she says. 

Large windows that flood the open 
space with light grace each side of the fire- 
place. But it’s the sliding ladders that ac- 
cess the high roof-peak windows that add 
charm. “We love the breezes that come 
when those windows are open,” Cindy 
says. “We are window fanatics. We kept 
asking Lands End to put more in.” 

While the fireplace gives off ample heat, 
the acid-stained concrete floors are also 
heated to provide warmth throughout. 

Sweating the details 

It wouldn’t be a northwoods cabin with- 
out the use of wood, and there is plenty of 
it in the Brays’ home. Most of the wood 
features are pine; ceilings and large over- 
head beams, trim work and the hand- 
hewn fireplace mantel and eating bar. It’s 
the woodwork that makes Cindy and Tim 
proud, having put their own sweat equi- 
ty into a majority of it by trimming and 
staining it themselves. “The worst was the 
floor trim,” Tim recalls. “We were up and 
down, up and down. Then we got smart, 
and one person would do the cutting 
while the other would stay on the floor 
and scoot around.” 

To curb costs, the Brays also honed 


their homebuilding skills through hands- 
on efforts. “The general contractor gave 
us homework every weekend,” Cindy 
says, “for almost six months! But Lands 
End was so wonderful. They gave us ac- 
cess to their shop in town, and the people 
there would show us how to use the ma- 
chinery and equipment.” 

With all of the time spent at the cabin 
during construction, Tim and Cindy 
became intimately attached to even the 
smallest details of the design and had a 
lightbulb moment regarding some old 
redwood deck boards they had from 
their house. “We had them salvaged and 
saved for six or seven years,” Cindy says. 
“We brought up the idea to Lands End 
to incorporate them into the build. They 
suggested using them on the upper cabi- 
nets and refrigerator face.” The reclaimed 
wood became a signature design piece. 

Other unique design elements con- 
ceived by the Brays include the exterior 
concrete patterning, (See “Rugged & Re- 
fined” on page 72), having a window in a 
bunk nook, leaving exposed hardware on 
the sliding barn- style interior doors, and 
a closet converted into a crib/toddler bed 
in the lower-level bedroom. “We had the 
closet wall pushed back, a built-in set of 
drawers for the base under the mattress 
constructed, and wood rails made to slide 
into wall slots,” Cindy says. This feature 
gave the grandkids, Macie and Colin, 
a special place to sleep and freed up the 
floor space a crib would have required. 

Having been an integral part of design 
and construction of the cabin gave Cindy 
a unique love for the place. “We had never 
built anything before, and we feel terribly 
lucky to have had a part in building this,” 
she says. “The experience of creating this 
place was a once-in-a-lifetime thing for 
us. For me, this is our home, and our 
place in St. Paul is where we live when we 
can’t be at the lake.” 

At home on the lake 

While the cabin interior is inviting, the 
family spends a great deal of time out- 
doors. When son Sean, son and daughter- 
in-law Kevin and Laura and their two 
children visit, touring the chain of 14 in- 
terconnected lakes via pontoon boat, even 
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SINCE THE 1990S, upcycling, or reusing 
something to give it more value, has gained 
popularity. Cindy and Tim Bray might be 
considered upcycling masters combining 
their creative reuse of items along with a fun 
and quirky design sense. 

One eye-catching example of re-use is 
the large Candyland sign hanging on the 
Brays' wall. "I saw it in a store in Minneapo- 
lis," Cindy says of its origins. "I didn't buy it 
immediately but later called to see if it was 
still available. It sums up the feeling of this 
place." To restore the sign, she painted it a 
bright candy red. 

Jeanna Landon was a Lands End Devel- 
opment interior designer assigned to the 
Brays' project. She says the Brays' place is 
"one of a kind, and it is that way because 
of the casual way the Brays went about it. 
They were not concerned with trends and 
what others would think or like. They just 
had fun creating their own space with the 
fun things they liked. Nothing was out of 
the question." 

Landon advises others that the best de- 
signs and spaces are unpredictable. "Don't 
be afraid to stand out and be bold." 

One of the Brays' bold touches hangs 
above the Candyland moniker: a whimsical 
giant metal fish that was once a sign from a 
metal sculptor's business. The fish wasn't for 
sale, but Cindy's charm and tenacity paid off. 
"I kept passing this place on my way to and 
from the cabin and saw the fish. The sculptor 
told me it wasn't one of the pieces he was 


selling, but I negotiated and bought it." 

Taking the old shutters from their previ- 
ous cabin and painting them a variety of 
colors, the Brays gained more unique wall 
art to hang inside and outside their cabin. 

"Definitely reuse old things," Landon 
says. "Just because you have a new space 
doesn't mean you need to fill it with new 
things." The Brays repurposed and reused 
the majority of items found in their cabin. 

In a corner of the main room sits 
the bow half of the Brays' old rowboat. 
Upcycled with some shelving and paint, it's 
now the media storage cabinet. It also lov- 
ingly displays the firefighting helmet of Tim's 
father from his days as a St. Paul firefighter. 

The helmet illustrates Landon's advice: 
"Don't just buy items to fill spaces," she says. 
"Create space to hold pieces you love." 

The rowboat's other half was not just 
tossed out. Repurposed, too, it can be 
found in the lower level of the cabin hold- 
ing blankets. 

While the Brays' cabin shows their 
unique style, it does follow one tradition: 
After all, a Northwoods cabin isn't complete 
without a mounted deer head. However, 
it's Tim's hunting technique that gets the 
smiles when he points out the deer over the 
fireplace. "I bagged that one at a garage 
sale about a mile down the road." 

Overall, when decorating a space, 

Landon advises, "Have fun, don't over-think 
it. There are no rules in design or for what 
you can use to create your space." 
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ABOVE: Wallpaper with a forest feel and textured baskets 
below the vanity top create a woodsy feel in the bathroom. 

LEFT: The sturdy ladder to the right leads to another 
sleeping space that's perfect for children with sleeping 
bags. While bunk nooks are something that Lands End 
Development has designed and constructed before, they 
hadn't done one with a window until the Brays requested 
one for their cabin. 


in the rain, is a top pick for things to do. 
They also enjoy riding Sea-Doos, swim- 
ming, taking walks, biking and paddle 
boarding. The winter finds them cross- 
country skiing, ice skating or snowshoe- 
ing. They use the outdoor fireplace on the 
patio all year round. 

£ Td have to say that’s my favorite 
feature,” Tim says of the patio fireplace. 
“We use it all the time, sitting out in the 
winter and watching the grandkids play 
in the snow or just enjoying the fire on 
rainy days.” 


Ventures into the town of Crosslake 
take them to the ice cream shop, the Corps 
of Engineers park or the pizza place. The 
St. Patrick’s Day parade is “a must do,” as 
the classic small town event is unbeliev- 
able, according to Tim. “We were dumb- 
founded at the amount of people who 
come.” And when all the kids are at the 
cabin on Memorial Day, a cooking contest 
tops the list of activities, as they each try to 
best daughter Erin, who is a professional 
chef. So far, they have attempted varia- 
tions of burgers, tacos and ribs. 


The Brays spend as much time as pos- 
sible at their retreat, coming at least once 
a month in the winter and most every 
weekend the rest of the year. It’s a piece 
of their identity, and they are passion- 
ate about it. “We hope that anyone who 
walks in the door feels the warmth and 
comfort that we feel every time we come 
back,” Cindy says. 

Gina Chiodi Grensing was honored to tour 
this cabin firsthand to admire its wonderful 
design. She recommends the ice cream shop. 
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rugged & refined 


THROUGH DILIGENTLY culling inspirational photos, the Brays became confident in 
what they wanted for their cabin's design attributes. 

One compelling photo they found featured a unique cement exterior chimney. 
However, other than that photo, there was nothing to tap for insight on the 
design and construction. // 

"We tried to research it and really couldn't find any type of architec- /y^ 
tural information on it," says Jeff Balmer, architectural designer and 
co-owner of Lands End Development. So Lands End developed the 
process, naming the treatment "cement batter board siding." ./// 'i 

"The trick for us, and the mason, was doing it in a ,/j W \ 

way that looked rough and unfinished and rugged . . . 1 1 1 

but not too much so," Balmer says. "In the end j|j I 

it was trial and error, and we finally arrived at 
a look that we all liked. We hadn't done it 

before, nor have we done it since, but A Uj — - — — . 

it's one of the features that makes 

this cabin so unique." cl < H ; w ill 
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Bedroom 


Open 
to Below 


Built: 2008 

Location: 

Crosslake, Minn. 

Square feet: 2,800 

Bedrooms: 

3 (plus loft) 

Baths: 2.5 


Master 

Bedroom 


Great 

Room 


Kitchen 


Dining 

Room 


MAIN LEVEL 


Mud/Lndry 


Bedroom 


LOWER LEVEL 


Patio 


Covered 
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POWDER KEG. Even the small- 
est of bathrooms can pack a 
big punch when homeowners 
allow a bit of whimsy into their 
decor. Everyone loves the cop- 
per bowl and tall oil-rubbed 
bronze faucet perched on the 
reclaimed wine barrel vanity in 
this powder room. The mirrors 
studded metal frame echoes 
the salvaged industrial look. 


Design/builder: Roughing It In 
Style, roughingitinstyle.com 


design ideas 


athrooms wi 
Rustic Style 


Add rugged beauty with bam wood, stone, metal G more. 

BY CAROL M. JOHNSON 


could focus on using reclaimed 
materials or on bringing the great 
outdoors inside. Get your creative 
juices flowing and let your new 
rustic bathroom complement the 
overall design of your cabin. 


F east your eyes on this 

collection of cabin bath- 
rooms with rustic style. 
When considering a new 
or remodeled cabin bathroom, 
you'll discover many options are 


available today to give your space 
a fabulous look. You could opt for 
a design based on a favorite pas- 
time, like sailing or canoeing, or 
a specific area of the country, like 
the mountains or the woods. You 



OPPOSITE: Courtesy Roughing It In Style; TOP: Courtesy High Camp Home; RIGHT: Courtesy James Ray Spahn, jamesrayspahn.com 
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TIMBERS GALORE. 

The fabulous hand- 
scribed rustic timber 
framing detail around 
the shower and dry- 
stacked stone walls 
of this bathroom 
have a one-of-a-kind, 
updated rustic look. 
The warmth from 
the cozy fireplace is 
a welcomed addition 
on winter mornings or 
after a day on the ski 
slopes . Antique slate 
floor tiles in a variety 
of shapes blend well 
with the stone and 
timber. An antiqued 
copper vessel sink, 
wall-mounted faucets 
and a chiseled-edge 
countertop finish the 
rustic appearance. 


FORTHELOVEOFATUB. 

The luxurious tub in 
this bathroom takes 
center stage with 
a face tiled in dry- 
stacked stone in the 
warm colors of nature. 
Dark gray soapstone 
countertops balance 
the lighter reclaimed 
heart pine used in the 
vanity cabinet, floor 
and window trim. 
Lighting and plumb- 
ing fixtures in oiled- 
rubbed bronze add 
a soft sheen. 

Architect: Tony 
Martin Inc., 
tonymartininc.com 

Millwork: Woodco 
Mil I work Ltd, 
woodco-online.com 
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RUSTIC BATH AND 
SHOWER. A pair of 
picturesque windows 
placed over a large 
tub showcases the 
beauty of nature just 
outside. A skirt made 
of reclaimed wood 
surrounds the tub. 

The multicolored slate 
flagstone floor has the 
rustic appearance of 
a well-loved outdoor 
patio. The chiseled- 
edge travertine 
countertop speaks to 
the rustic theme, as do 
the hammered-copper 
sinks and iron-style 
faucets. The shower 
wall tile becomes a 
neutral component 
with 4-by-8-inch trav- 
ertine tiles and natural 
color accent tile. 


WOOD AND TIN. 

A petrified-wood 
vessel sink is the star 
of the bathroom in 
this hand-scribed 
log cabin. Above the 
vanity, barn wood 
siding adds a bit of 
texture and contrasts 
with the smooth log 
walls. Random copper- 
and-rust-colored slate 
flooring grounds the 
design and matches 
the slate tile in the 
shower. The iron detail 
on the mirror and light 
fixture bring a dark 
design element to the 
roorrTs rustic character. 
Corrugated tin sheets 
cover the ceiling and 
the branch-style robe 
hooks enliven the 
rustic theme. 






... 

il# 



76 Cabin Living October 2015 



OPPOSITE, TOP: Courtesy High Camp Home; LEFT: Courtesy Lake Country Builders; RIGHT: Courtesy Roughing It In Style 




A STEP UP. Dark 
stained barn 
wood brings a 
dramatic flair to 
this bathroom. 
The one-piece 
sink and counter- 
top in a smooth 
copper color 
blends well with 
the reclaimed 
wood. Three out- 
door barn lights 
in oil-rubbed 
bronze finish off 
the rustic vibe. 

A special surprise 
for the youngest 
ones in the family 
is a pullout step 
up for easy access 
to the faucet 
and sink. 


Design/builder: 

Roughing 

It In Style, rough 

ingitinstyle.com 
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MODERN MASTER. 

Rustic meets indus- 
trial modern with 
a herringbone- * 
tiled floor and 
a reclaimed- 
board wainscot 
wall detail. The 
painted gray vanity 
and contemporary 
lights in an an- 
tique bronze finish 
continue the clean- 
lined theme. Ex- 
posed beams with 
a dark stain punc- 
tuate the wood 
planks lining the 
ceiling. The faucets 
give a nod to steam 
punk style with 
the vintage look of 
turn handles. Mir- 
rors mounted with 
leather straps are 
an eye-catching and 
unexpected detail. 


Design/builder: 

Artistic Designs for 
Living, adlsf.com 



LEFT: Courtesy Philip Harvey, philipharvey.com ; RIGHT: Courtesy Roughing It In Style 



TEXTURED FUN. 

A rough bark- 
framed mirror 
made from 
drifter teakwood 
and a hand- 
crafted reclaimed 
barn-wood van- 
ity make a rug- 
ged, yet refined, 
statement in this 
rustic bathroom. 
The designer 
used a similar 
barn wood for 
shelving that 
takes full advan- 
tage of the short 
knee wall under 
the sloped ceil- 
ing. The muted 
shades of the 
twisted olefin 
rug add cozy 
warmth to 
the room, cl 

Design/builder: 
Roughing It In 
Style, roughing 
itinstyle.com 


Carol Johnson , 
bathroom and 
kitchen de- 
signer at AB&K 
in southeastern 
Wisconsin , loves 
designing cabin , 
lake home and 
cottage kitchens 
and bathrooms. 
Although , even 
better than that is 
enjoying a relax- 
ing paddle ; SUP 
tour or a refresh- 
ing swim in her 
favorite cabin- 
country lake. 
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MATCHMAKER 



Match your personality with the right ride bymarkboncher 

Is your neighbor always playing Jimmy Buffet way too loud? Or maybe you're the 
type who thinks he should turn it up and get a live band! 

How you enjoy your time at the cabin is up to you. Some people like to put 
the pedal to the metal all day, while some would rather relax and plant a new 
garden bed. So, we've come up with a little quiz - a few questions to match you 
up with the best type of ATV or UTV for your cabin personality. 
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RE/Vpy. 

SET, 

GO'. 


What is your idea of a 
relaxing afternoon? 

A) Being towed off a waterski-jump. (l) 

B) Grooming your yard. (2) 

C) Roaming the woods looking for 
wild mushrooms. (3) 

D) Scouting out a secluded pond for 
a possible new fishing hole. (4) 

E) Meeting the neighbors because 
Im a new cabin owner. (5) 


What’s in your tool shed? 

A) Old pieces of performance 
accessories for motorsports. (1) 

B) Landscaping tools and lumber 
for building cool stuff. (2) 

C) Gear and photos of sentimental 
places and things Ive 
experienced. (3) 

D) Mounted fish that my spouse 
wont let me hang in the cabin, 
and all of my family's deer-camp 
necessities. (4) 

E) Just the essential tools and an 
old fridge for beer. (5) 


You r family and friends 
mostly ... 

A ) Will race anything from paddle 
boats to shopping carts. (1) 

B) Can build a three-bedroom tree 
house out of a little firewood. (2) 

C) Rival Louis and Clark in our 
exploring escapades. (3) 

D) Have caught pike bigger than 
you are. (4) 

E) Just bought the cabins they 
always dreamed of. (5) 




A 


Old World Charm 

That Complements Any Kitchen 


Adorned with copper, brass, 
nickel or chrome, each custom 
built Elmira Stove Works 
appliance is true to its era, 
while offering the performance 
and features found in the most 
modern kitchen appliances. 

Models available 
in gas, electric, 
dual fuel or wood- 
burning. 

Let us build one for you. 


I > 

n 
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_ Elmira 
Stove 

Works ElmiraStoveWorks.com 

For true originals. 1-800-295-8498 f ■ 


RANGES • WALL OVENS • REFRIGERATORS • MICROWAVES • DISHWASHERS 



Outlast® NBS 3 

Time-Release Additive 

.Repels crawling and nesting insects 
.Discourages carpenter bees and ants from drilling 
.Reduces ladybug infestations 
.All natural ingredients - 100% botanical 
.Mixes easily with oil and water-based 
paints, stains and just plain water 
.Exterior use only 
.Doses up to 5-gallons of 
paint/stain or plain water 
.Protected by US Patents #7514102 and #7858127 

(01) Natural 


Outlast* 
NBS 30* 






Outlast® Q 8 Log Oil 


.Controls rot and decay 
.Toxic to termites and 
powder post beetles 
.Trans-oxide pigments for 
maximum UV control 


.Exceptional water repellency 
.Will NEVER crack or peel 
.One coat coverage 
.Covers without “lap” 
or “brush” marks 
.Detergent and water clean up 


6 Colors 
Great for 
Decks! 


GUARANTEED 

.To never require costly corn-cob removal 
.No lap marks or brush marks ever — 
low-pressure spray application to refusal 
.Most complete exterior stain and finish 
product in a single coat application 
.Easiest product to apply 
-One coat coverage 
-Detergent and water clean-up 
-Simple re-coat: no stripping required 
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Quality Produci 

FOR THE LOG HOME 


fCHROEDER LOC HOME SUPPLY/ INC* 

Backer Rod • Books & Videos • Caulking • Chinking • Fasteners 
Log & Wood Finishes • Preservatives • Restoration Products 
Sealants • Tools • Wood Treatments • And More! 


See More Maintenance Products Online 


Request a Free Catalog! 


INCINOLET 

ELECTRIC INCINERATING TOILETS 



Enjoy the convenience, 
cleanliness of INCINOLET in 
your cabin, home, dock, or boat. 

INCINOLET incinerates waste to 
clean ash, only electricity needed. 

1 20 or 240 volts. 


INCINOLET - stainless steel, American 
made for years of satisfaction. 


Used in all climates around the world. 
Tested, listed by UL 
NSF 
USCG 





Call 1-800-527-5551 www.incinolet.com 

RESEARCH PRODUCTS ' 2639 Andjon • Dallas, Texas 75220 


The most important thing 
you do every weekend at 
the cabin is ... 

A) Throttle therapy! (l) 

B) Get my list of projects done. (2) 

C) Find or make a new trail (3) 

D) Take down ” the big one” that 
keeps eluding me. (4) 

E) Get my clothes put away and 
figure out where everyone is 
going to sleep. (5) 


What , if any, powersports do 
you participate in? 

A) Motocross and hard-core 
mountain biking. (1) 

B) Not sure if using a jackhammer 
and skill saw are powersports ... 
are they? (2) 

C) We have a pontoon boat and 
love it. (3) 

D) I use powersports to get to my 
fishing hole and to my hunting 
blind , and that's it. (4) 

E) Used to when I was a kid, but 
haven't had the space to ... 
until now. (5) 


How big is your cabin prop- 
erty or surrounding 
accessible property? 

A) Lots of room for building any 
trails I want. (1) 

B) Good size, but it's not 
unmanageable. (2) 

C) We have lots of acreage and 
access to state land that is open 
for recreation. (3) 

D) I have my own hunting and 
outdoors land and have 
permission to use others'. (4) 

E) Not exactly sure, I have to cut 
down all the brambles and 
thickets first. (5) 


82 Cabin Living October 2015 



What are your close neigh- 
bors and friends like? 

A) Evel Knievel’s family lives next 
door, (l) 

B) If you can think of building it , my 
family friends and I can do it. (2) 

C) Chill , we are all just very chill. (3) 

D) I don't know, all my friends are 
constantly in camouflage so I 
hardly ever see them. (4) 

E) Just starting out, young families, 
lots of crying babies, but it's never 
dull. (5) 


Describe yourself in just one 
word or phrase? 

A) Top gear (1) 

B) Remodeler (2) 

C) Explorer (3) 

D) Thrill of the chase (4) 

E) Climbing the ladder (5) 


Mill Direct Pricing of Quality Logs 
and Log Components for: 

Developers | Manufacturers | Contractors | Owner/Builders 

■ Engelmann Spruce ■ 

■ Lodgepole Pine ■ 

■ Douglas Fir ■ 

■ Eastern White Pine ■ 

■ Cedar ■ 

■ Full Round ■ 

■ Saddle-Notched Corners ■ 

■ Swedish Cope ■ 

■ Log Siding with Full Corners ■ 

■ D-Style Logs ■ Chink-Style ■ 

■ Dovetail Corners ■ 

We are dedicated to providing the highest quality products and services. 

Midwest Wholesale Log Supply, Inc. 

Visit our website to see our prices, maintenance 
products, specialty pine products, and much more... 

Tax: (o 10)01 

www.mwlsi.com e-mail: mwls@socket.net 


(573) 374-2424 



At your cabin, who "wears 
the pants?" 

A) Whoever is the craziest. (1) 

B) The person doing the work. (2) 

C) Nobody, we prefer shorts or 
swimsuits and we make use 
of whatever the day brings. (3) 

D) Mostly the fish, and they are 
finicky. (4) 

E) Our accountant. (5) 


Where do you go for solitude? 

A) Our little dirt track, (l) 

B) My tool shed or garage. ( 2 ) 

C) The middle of nowhere in 
the woods. ( 3 ) 

D) My fish house. ( 4 ) 

E) Hopefully the bathroom, 
if it is working. (5) 


TURN Th/B FhOB 

rOSBB VOW 

uLts. 



(208)745-8108 

® Hug^ inventory of dry logs 
ready to ship TODAY 
The best pricing 
Retail and Wholesale 
Since 1962 

+ 1 0,000 homes shipped 
TPP Grade Stamped 
Custom Drafting / Design 
Dry- In material packages 
anywhere 
Free tours 

LOG OPTIONS 

Swedhh Coht Hand Crafted 
Half LogSiding D-Log 


Hand Grafted wori d’s largest mi i t ed Model 

division inventory Division Home 


PLEASE VISIT WWW.YELLOWSTONELOGHOMES.COM for more information 
or CALI (208)745-8108 TO ORDER THE 148-PAGE LOG HOME PLANNING GUIDE 
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EXAMPLES OF ATVs IN EACH CATEGORY 
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SCORING 

Count how many number is you 
have , how many number 2’syou 
have, how many number 3's, and so 
on. If the majority of your answers 
are is, you are probably a High 
Octane person. See the rest of the 
corresponding numbers and 
personalities below. 

High octanes. 

Motorsport enthusiasm runs at 
a blistering pace in your family. 

A sport ATV or UTV is the 
perfect choice. 



Make it nicer. 


Project time - landscaping, snow 
removal and home improvement - is 
the name of the your cabin game. A 
utility ATV or UTV should fit you. 



Sightseers. 


Exploring the outdoors with your 
significant other or family is a favor- 
ite activity, so a touring ATV or UTV 
would be best for your big property 
or trail riding. 



The buck/bassmasters. 


The fish and whitetails should be 
scared, my friend. Choose a hunting/ 
fishing ATV or UTV. 



Just took the plunge. 


After buying your first cabin, you 
don't need to go overboard with 
the Ferrari ofATVsyet: Look for an 
entry-level, low-power ATV or UTV. cl 


Mark Boncher, the editor of 
American Snowmobiler magazine 
(amsnow.com), likes to go-go-go! 




TOR PLAN 

»FT 


Beaver Run by 1867 Confederation Log & Timber Frame 


interactive floor plans 
financial tools 
inspiring photography 
design guides 
expert advice 
and so much more 

fffiwoodhome 


inm 



Installedibv WANN A W EffSMSTEMS 
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room 
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The colors of autumn are a magical thing at the cabin, as are the fun fall activities. 
The best days include diving into golden leaves, roasting marshmallows over 
hot-orange coals and watching a blazing-red sunset over the lake. 

These little felted acorns are our family’s homage to the season and a way 
to keep the color palette of fall memories around forever. 


Preserve the gorgeous shades of autumn with felted wool acorns 


STORY BY TANYA BACK / PHOTOS BY LILY BACK 





MATERIALS: 

• Wool roving: This is a bunch of long 
wool fibers that have been cleaned, 
combed and twisted into a fluffy 
bundle. (Roving is used to spin yarn.) 
You can purchase small quantities of 
roving at a fiber/yarn store or through 
many online resources. Wool roving 
comes in a variety of colors, from beau- 
tiful pastels to rich, vibrant jewel tones, 
as well as natural palettes. 

• 1 large bowl of hot, soapy water (4 cups 
hot water, 1 tsp. liquid soap) 

• 1 large bowl of cold water (or a running 
tap of cold water) 

• Towel 

• Acorn caps (Prepare by washing the 
caps and letting them air dry. If you 
plan on attaching strings or wire to the 
acorns, drill a small 1/8-inch hole in the 
top of each acorn cap.) 

• White glue or a hot glue gun and glue 

• String, thin wire, ribbon or twine 
(optional) 

DIRECTIONS: 

1 . Pull a section of roving from the 
twisted bunch. Don’t cut the roving 
with scissors or you’ll end up with a lot 
of stray, small fibers. Pulling allows for 
continuous long strands. Gather them 
all together in a fluffy row. 

2 . Roll and push the section of roving into 
a loose ball; the ball should be about 


twice the size of your desired final 
acorn, in order to fit your acorn tops. 

3 . Dip the ball into the hot, soapy water. 
Gently begin to roll the ball between 
your palms. Your hands will get very 
soapy, and that's good: The soap helps 
activate the wool so it will bind together 
and the strands will adhere to each 
other. If your hands get too slippery, 
wipe one off on the towel and continue. 

4 . As you continue to roll, you’ll feel the 
ball of wool begin to take shape and 
become denser. You’ll want to look 
at it, but don’t take your hands apart! 
Keep rolling. 

5 . As the ball forms, roll it with a little 
more pressure and faster. When it 
feels firm, compact and dense - like it 
won’t fall apart - you can take a look 
and run a small amount of cold water 
over the ball to remove the soap. You 
can continue to roll until you’re satisfied 
with the density and firmness. Rolling it 
longer creates a smaller and denser ball. 
It should be hard, but with a little “give.” 
It should take about three to five min- 
utes to roll it to the desired hardness. 

6 . At this point, if you see a small crack in 
the felt, take a very fine amount of rov- 
ing and roll it around the ball to cover 
the crack. Roll again between your 
palms (using more hot soapy water if 
necessary) until it feels like the roving 
is firmly stuck to the rest of the form. 


The cracks should be invisible now. 
Rinse with cold water if needed to 
remove any soap. 



7 . Let dry overnight or set in the sun for 
one to three hours. When dry, match 
the acorn caps to the balls. Squeeze 
glue into the inside of the cap and 
gently push the felted form into the 
cap. If you’re using a string or wire 
for hanging, add these prior to gluing 
the balls into the caps, cl 
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H ow are the natives in your 
neck of the woods? Stand- 
offish, you say? Perfect! 
Resist the urge to make 
friends. Any pesky ones who drop by un- 
invited? Take it from poet Robert Frost: 
“Good fences make good neighbors.” 

Frost was right. And in case you hadn’t 
guessed, were talking about furred and 
feathered neighbors here. Now, don’t get 
us wrong: One of the great joys of cabin 
living is observing critters on the hoof or 
wing. Who hasn’t thrilled at the sight of 
a hawk soaring overhead? And watching 
deer graze in the meadow as you sip your 


morning coffee makes you feel one with 
nature. 

But when the varmints munch on 
your prize hostas? Or a raptor suddenly 
swoops down and flies off with the family 
pet? Not so much. 

Over the years, we’ve heard many a 
wildlife war story. Whether the conflict 
involves bison crashing gates, bats invad- 
ing attics or bears tearing into bird feeders 
depends on geographic location. Getting 
along with the natives in cabin country 
can be a challenge, but there are ways to 
co-exist. Here are some tips for how to 
live and let live. 


Who the wild things are 

The first step toward detente is knowing 
who you’re dealing with. Can you iden- 
tify the animals that share your property? 
Even the elusive or nocturnal ones you’re 
not likely to see? Ditto for the tracks and 
scat they leave? Understanding a species’ 
habits - when it’s active, what it eats, when 
it breeds, what it sees as shelter - can help 
you ward off unwanted cabin guests. A 
guide to wildlife belongs in every cabin. 
One good one is Wild Neighbors: the Hu- 
mane Approach to Living with Wildlife, 
published by the Humane Society of the 
United States. 
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Keeping a safe distance 

No matter how cuddly a critter appears, 
never attempt to touch it. Wildlife is 
unpredictable. Most species are afraid 
of humans, and will avoid you if pos- 
sible. But if an animal is startled or feels 
threatened, it may fight tooth and claw to 
defend itself. 

Shouldn’t you rescue that baby bird, 
though, that fell out of the nest? Actu- 
ally, according to the Audubon Society, 
many young birds spend up to five days 
on the ground before they can fly. Most 
likely, mamma and papa are close by 
and feeding it. The same goes for the 




WHO YOU 
GONNA CALL? 

If you have questions or concerns 
about wildlife neighbors, you can 
contact: 

■ Your local cooperative extension 
service or animal shelter. These 
agencies should be able to help or 
direct you to someone who can. 

■ Organizations like the National 
Wildlife Foundation nwf.org and 
Defenders of Wildlife 
defenders.org. 

■ If you need to rid your cabin of 
squatters, contract a licensed 
wildlife control operator. They 
use nonlethal methods like ex- 
cluder devices. 

■ Lastly, if you come across an 
injured animal on your property, 
contact a wildlife rehabilitator. 


“orphaned” fawn you nearly stumbled 
over in the woods. You can observe 
young animals from a distance, but it’s 
best to leave them alone. 

Feeding animals 

Many cabin owners have learned the 
hard ways that birdseed is not just for the 
birds. Bird feeders in cabin country are 
like buffets for wildlife. Besides squir- 
rels, they attract mice that eat fallen seed, 
along with predators like owls and fox 
who eat mice. 

And then there are moochers like 
raccoons, deer and even bears. We don’t 


need to remind you not to leave bowls of 
pet food outside, right? And of course, 
you wouldn’t leave garbage where skunks 
can get into it. Metal bins with lids that 
securely fasten foil marauders. If your 
cabin is an area with trash service, put 
the bins out just before garbage is col- 
lected, not the night before. Disinfect 
bins regularly and deodorize garbage 
with baking soda. When you head back 
home from a vacation cabin, take food- 
stuffs with you to discourage break-ins. 
(See sidebar, “Be Smarter Than the Aver- 
age Bear” on page 88). 

Text continues on page 91. 
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BE SMARTER THAN THE AVERAGE BEAR 



According to the organization Defend- 
ers of Wildlife, there are an estimated 

300,000 black bears in the U.S., in at 
least 40 states (defenders.org/black- 
bear/basic-facts). The Great Smoky 
Mountains along the Tennessee-North 
Carolina border are home to one of the 
densest populations of black bear in 
the east. Justin McVey, a wildlife biolo- 
gist with the North Carolina Wildlife 
Resources Commission, spends a lot of 
time educating mountain home owners 
about their neighbors. Last year, McVey 
fielded 600 complaint calls about bears 
getting into trash cans and bird feeders. 
"Coexisting with bears is pretty simple," 
he states. "Never feed bears, whether 
directly or indirectly. If you have trash 
cans, make sure they're bear-proof or 
put away. It's a community-wide ef- 
fort." And don't ask McVey to relocate a 
nuisance bear. With that volume of calls, 
he doesn't have the time. Even if he did 
move one, another would replace it. 


"If you buy a home in bear country, 
it doesn't have to be dangerous as long 
as you respect them as wild animals," 
McVey adds. "The cool thing about wild- 
life is they keep to themselves." 

The number of grizzly bears is much 
lower than black bears, with fewer than 

2.000 living in the lower 48 - mostly in 
Wyoming, Montana and Idaho. (That 
figure is twice what the population was 
in 1975 when the grizzly was declared a 
threatened species.) Habitat destruction, 
cars and illegal hunting are the grizzly's 
biggest threats. 

Need to bear-proof the cabin? Here 
are eight tips from the Department of 
Fish and Game in Alaska, where a size- 
able black bear and grizzly population 
(an estimated 100,000 black bear and 

30.000 grizzly) can create headaches for 
cabin owners. 

Bears have an incredible sense of 
smell and will eat almost anything. In 
addition to garbage, bears love 


hummingbird nectar, birdseed and suet. 
If you still want to feed birds at your 
place, take feeders in at night or hang 
from a pulley at least 10 feet off the 
ground and 4 feet from the pole. Con- 
sider feeding birds only in winter when 
bears hibernate. 

Caution: Bears are light sleepers, 
so be mindful if you're out snowshoeing 
or skiing. 

Protect fruit trees, gardens and com- 
post piles with electric fencing. It will 
shock, but not injure bears. 

Clean the grease off the grill right 
after use so Yogi won't spoil the pic-a-nic. 

If possible, have doors open out, not 
in. Keep windows and doors closed in 
spring and fall when bears roam in search 
of food. Before you head home from a 
seasonal cabin, shutter windows with 
3 A-inch plywood panels that fit flush to 
exteriors. Bears can pop off nails, so use 


threaded hanger bolt screws. 


These devices discourage bears, 
as well as deer and small bandits: 


An infrared motion-detector 
sprinkler powered by your 
garden hose 


Motion-sensor lighting, which 
will startle four- as well as 
two- legged intruders 




-■ 


Motion-activated alarms that 
mimic a barking dog scare off 
marauders. The radar-activated 
kind can "see" through fences 
and solid objects. Of course, if 
you have close neighbors, this 
might not endear you to them. 


All photos from Fotolia.com. Opposite: Juhaksa; this page: Gordo25 



MAKING SPACE FOR NATURE 


As wildlife habitat becomes more scarce, some cabin owners 
are getting involved in conservation efforts like establishing 
wildlife corridors or buying into conservation developments. 


WILDLIFE CORRIDORS 


Like owners of cabin-retreats, many wild animals are part- 
time residents in certain areas. Some may camp out on 
the property on a seasonal basis. Others just pass through. 
Wildlife roams in search of food, warm weather or a mate. 
Large animals like moose, elk and bears, along with preda- 
tors like wolves and lynx, can range for hundreds of miles, 
even thousands in the case of cougars. As development 
fragments habitat, conservation groups like the Wildlands 
Network strive to create wildlife corridors (also known as 


conservation easements, greenways and wildways) connect- 
ing protected places like parks 
and nature preserves. 

In a forever-wild ease- 
ment, a property owner 
gives up the rights to build, 
create roads, subdivide, 
farm, cut timber, etc. 




But the landowner usually retains the right to use the prop- 
erty for non-motorized recreation. 

John Davis, co-founder of Wildlands, walks the walk. He 
placed a forever-wild conservation easement held by the 
Northeast Wilderness Trust on a big chunk of his 125-acre 
property. It now forms part of the Split Rock Wildway link- 
ing Split Rock Wild Forest along Lake Champlain to blocks 
of public land in the high peaks of New York's Adirondack 
Park. "I encourage landowners to do the same," says Davis, 
who co-exists peacefully with black bear, moose, fisher, river 
otter, osprey, bobcats and coyotes. (The only critters that 
give him grief are flying squirrels, who try to nest under his 
cabin's eaves.) 


CONSERVATION DEVELOPMENTS 


Looking to buy or build in a wildlife-friendly community? A 
conservation development (CD) might be right for you. CDs 
cluster homes on small lots, conserving the remaining 
area - typically 40 to 80% of the development - as open 
space. The goal is to minimize the impact of development on 
the land, a win-win for cabin owners and the natives. 


Practice pet etiquette 

Cats and dogs kill scores of birds and 
small critters each year. If you do let your 
cat out during the day, a large bell on his 
collar can minimize “gifts” left on your 
welcome mat. Your pets are at risk them- 
selves when outside and unsupervised. 
Keep pets’ rabies shots up to date. If you 
don’t want coyotes or raptors to spirit 
Fluffy away, keep her in at night. And 
walk Rover on a leash lest he get chummy 
with a porcupine. 


Batten down the hatches 

Prevent wildlife from using your cabin as 
a crash pad by securing it. Fill in cracks 
and crevices with a non-toxic spray foam. 
Bats only need a tiny opening - less than 1 
inch! - to take up residence in your attic. 
Dispose of brush and block crawl spaces 
under decks that are potential dens; espe- 
cially if you leave your cabin vacant over 
the winter. Raccoons will nest in a chim- 
ney above the damper, so cap the flue with 
stainless steel, cl 


Fran (and Hal) Sigurdsson coexist with 
wildlife at their Adirondacks lake house. 

RESOURCES 

For more info on wildlife corridors, 
visit wildlandsnetwork.org 

To learn more about safeguarding 
your property from roads and develop- 
ment, visit newildernesstrust.org 

or contact conservation agencies in 
your local area. 
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Harvest the great taste 
of apples & autumn 
vegetables 

BY LISA READIE MAYER 


ure, summers great and all, but 
many of us have been secretly 
L longing for fall. We’ve been crav- 

ing cabin weekends with a 
YV little crispness in the air, an 
^ jM extra blanket at night and 
the comfort of a cozy wool 
sweater. It’s not that we don’t appreciate 
all those pretty summer flowers, but the 
rich color palette of autumn leaves is so 
inspiring it actually makes tackling end- 
of-the-season cabin maintenance - even 
taking out the dock - tolerable. 

By this time we’re also ready to say so 


f Turn the 
page to see our 
recipe for Mulled, 
Spiced & Spiked 
< Apple Cider. 


long to salads and hello to heartier meals. 

4 . ! 

Text continues on page 95 
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yellow color and very subtle 
flavor to dishes. If your cabin 


AUTUMN VEGETABLE STEW Makes 6 to 8 servings 


' Saffron is the dried, 
thread-like stigmas found 
inside crocus flowers. It adds 


pantry doesnt stock this 
pricey spice, leave it out or 
substitute a pinch or two 
of turmeric to achieve the 
t same golden color. A 


r* - t :0 - 


* 
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1 large onion, peeled and chopped 

2 large carrots, peeled and chopped 

2 celery stalks, cut into %-inch slices 

3 cloves garlic, peeled and minced 

1 tablespoon grated fresh ginger 
1V2 tablespoons sweet paprika 

2 teaspoons ground cumin 

1 tablespoon ground coriander 
| 2 one-inch pieces of cinnamon stick 
| 8 cups vegetable stock or low-sodium vegetable broth 
1 medium butternut squash (about 1 pound), 

^ peeled, halved, seeded and cut into 3 A-inch pieces 
§ 1 turnip, peeled and cut into %-inch pieces 
£ 1 russet potato, peeled and cut into %-inch pieces 
| lean (15 ounces) crushed tomatoes 
£ 1 can (15 ounces) chickpeas, drained and rinsed 
| 2 large pinches saffron, soaked for 15 minutes 
| in V 4 -cup warm water 
£ 2 tablespoons finely chopped mint 
1 Salt and pepper to taste 

Q_ 

o V 2 cup finely chopped cilantro 


Saute onions, carrots and celery in a large pot for 10 minutes over 
medium-low heat, adding water, one to two tablespoons at a time, 
to keep vegetables from sticking to the bottom of the pot. 

Add garlic, ginger, paprika, cumin, coriander and cinnamon sticks 
and cook for 3 minutes. 

Add vegetable stock, squash, turnip, potato, tomatoes and 
chickpeas and bring to a boil over high heat. Reduce the heat to 
medium-low and cook uncovered for 25 minutes. 

Add the mint and saffron with its soaking water and season the 
stew with salt and pepper to taste. 

Cook 10 minutes more or until the vegetables are tender. Garnish 
with cilantro and serve. 

Recipe is reprinted from " Forks Over Knives - The Cookbook, " by Del Sroufe, with desserts by Isa 
Chandra Moskowitz, copyright © Forks Over Knives, LLC, 2012. Reprinted with the permission of The 
Experiment, LLC. Copies of the book are available for purchase wherever books are sold; many retailers 
will gladly special-order it for you, should they not have copies on hand when you inquire. 
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Makes 4 servings 


APPLE CIDER GLAZED PORK CHOPS 

4 bone-in pork chops, about 1-1/2 pounds total 



RUB: 

2 tablespoons brown sugar 
2 teaspoons chili powder 
l teaspoon garlic powder 
l teaspoon salt 
l h teaspoon pepper 
l tablespoon olive oil 

APPLE CIDER GLAZE: 
lV^cups apple cider 
l U cup maple syrup 
l tablespoon Dijon mustard 
l h teaspoon crushed red pepper flakes 
V2 teaspoon salt 

Prepare your gas or charcoal grill for 
direct cooking over medium-high heat. 

• In a small saucepan, prepare the 
glaze by combining the apple cider, 
maple syrup, Dijon mustard, crushed 
red pepper flakes and salt. Bring to a 
simmer over low heat. 

• While waiting for the glaze to sim- 
mer, prepare the pork rub. In a small 
bowl, combine the brown sugar, chili 
powder, garlic powder, salt and pep- 
per. Mix thoroughly with a fork. Add 
the oil to the spice mixture. It will be 
the consistency of a crumbly paste. 
Pat the pork chops dry with paper 
towels, and then cover the chops on 
all sides with the spice rub. 

• Place chops on the preheated grill's 
clean, oiled cooking grid and thor- 
oughly brush with the apple cider 
glaze. Grill about 6 minutes, then flip 
chops and thoroughly brush glaze on 
the other side. Grill for about 2 more 
minutes, flip and brush again for an- 
other two minutes or until the chops 
reach an internal temperature of 145 
degrees. (It's okay if the pork is a little 
pink in the center.) 
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MULLED, SPICED & SPIKED APPLE CIDER 


Makes about 15 ( 8 -ounce) servings. 


This warm and comforting drink smells as yummy as it tastes. For a family- 
friendly version, substitute cranberry juice or more cider for the bourbon. 

1 gallon apple cider 
1V2 cups bourbon 
1V2 teaspoons ground cinnamon 
1V2 teaspoons ground allspice 
1 teaspoon ground ginger 
1 teaspoon ground cloves 

• Combine all ingredients in the slow cooker and stir well. Cover slow cooker and 
cook on high for 1V2 hours or low for 3 hours. Stir again before serving. 


Recipe and photo courtesy delightfulemade.com 


Recipe courtesy of Hamilton Beach, hamiltonbeach.com 


The classic flavors of the season - tart- 
sweet apples, juicy pork, root vegetables 
and fresh-pressed cider - are spotlighted 
in these autumn-inspired dishes. They’re 
substantial and nourishing, as much for 
the spirit as the stomach, and just perfect 
for fall meals at the cabin. 

Autumn Vegetable Stew, loaded with 
chunks of butternut squash, turnips, car- 


rots and potatoes, features the aromatic 
spices of North African cooking and is 
so satisfying you won’t miss the meat. 
The Apple Cider Glazed Pork Chops are 
first rubbed with a spice mixture, then 
brushed with a sweet- and- tangy glaze 
during grilling for multiple levels of fla- 
vor. The grilled apple accompaniment is 
an unexpected twist on the classic pork- 


and- apple pairing. And, finally, a big 
batch of Mulled, Spiced & Spiked Apple 
Cider simmering in the crock pot makes 
the cabin smell divine. 

Besides being warm and comfort- 
ing, these dishes are super easy to make. 
That’ll leave you plenty of time for those 
chores, a game of touch football or even 
a nap. cl 
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tooling around 1 


DIY WEEKEND PROJECTS & MAINTENANCE TIPS 


Uutir 


CHECKLIST THAT ALL CABIN OWNERS 
CAN USE TO PREP FOR WINTER 


W hether you use your cabin primar- 
ily in the summer or as a year- 
round retreat it's wise to create a check- 
list of things to prepare for the bluster of 
winter. For starters, your list can include 
things like: 

□ Clean the furnace filter. 

□ Rake leaves away from the cabin's pe- 
rimeter to help with fire prevention. 

□ Clean out gutters. 

□ Store outdoor furniture, hammocks, 
grills and decorations. 

□ Wrap water pipes with heat tape 
to prevent them from freezing 
and bursting. 

□ Consider leaving your faucet open 
slightly so that it drips, and prop open 
the under-sink cabinet door - especially 
for plumbing on exterior walls. 

□ Button up your place to keep out pests 
by checking for cracks and openings 
around the dryer vent, windows, doors, 
chimney, etc. and caulk as needed. 

□ Pull window coverings to save energy. 


And there's more you can do. In cold 
climates, to minimize risk of roof leaks 
in the winter, purchase snow-melting 
cables, which lay across the roof and emit 
a low-level current to create melt lines 
like the ones on rear windshields (see 
heatline.com/roof.shtml or heatersplus. 
com/snowmelt.html). Another option is 
Roofmelt tablets (roofmelt.com) made 
of calcium chloride. 

''We have customers who ask their 
neighbors to check on their cottages 
during the winter," says Bob Hams, vice 
president of sales for Roofmelt. "Those 
neighbors keep Roofmelt in their garages 
and toss them up on roofs when ice dams 
are present." 

If you're a cabin owner who plans 
to pop in for winter weekend retreats, 
consider: 

□ If your place is in snow country, leave 
an old snow shovel within easy reach 
so you can shovel your way to the 
door, if necessary. 


□ Keep a cheap flashlight in a water- 
proof bag near the front door. 



the front door so you don't have 
to search for it. 

□ Pack a few canned goods in case 
you get snowed in. 

"It's such cozy fun going to the cabin 
in winter," says Alison Tatlow, who owns 
a place in Ephraim, Wis. "But if you're un- 
prepared, it can be a total disaster." 

- Christy Heitger-Ewing 


ADVANCEMENTS IN TEMPERATURE MONITORING & ALERT TECHNOLOGIES 


FOR CABIN OWNERS who spend the ma- 
jority of the winter months away from their 
retreats, temperature-monitoring systems 
and alert technologies offer peace of mind. 

Home-sitting systems, freeze alarms and 
water monitors have been sold for 30 years. 
Units such as the FreezeAlarm Dialer (con 
trolproductsonline.com) will call owners if 
the temperature drops below 45°F (7°C). It 
operates during power failures, calls to alert 



if the backup batteries are low and can 
be used with existing telephone line, DSL 
or VOIP phone connections. In addition, 
Control Products, Inc. recently began manu- 
facturing the MarCELL monitoring system, 
a cellular-based unit that doesn't require a 
phone line or Internet connection. Retail- 
ing for $249, homeowners can choose 
from two monitoring plans: seasonal ($12/ 
month) or annual ($99/year). 

The device, which can be checked from 
any computer, smartphone or tablet, moni- 
tors temperature, humidity and power on 
your property and can alert you of issues via 
text, email or phone call. 

In addition, Wireless Temperature and 
Water SPucks sensors (available fall 201 5) 


are compatible with the MarCELL system 
and can be placed behind toilets, under sinks 
or near sump pumps or hot water heaters to 
alert cabin owners of a leak or flood. 

Chuck Guerin, director of global sales at 
Control Products, Inc., say he's found that 
more and more cabin owners are putting 
WiFi in their cabins and installing WiFi ther- 
mostats like the Nest or Sensi. 

"There are some great monitoring 
systems available, but if the power goes 
out, usually the Internet goes down, which 
means no access to what's going on at your 
property," Guerin says. 

The cellular-based product with battery 
backup solves that problem. It comes pre- 
authorized and operates via the Verizon 
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CHECKLIST FOR CLOSING UP 
A THREE-SEASON RETREAT 


I f you own an unheated three-season 
retreat the checklist for winter prepa- 
ration involves complex tasks like: 

□ Drain the water heater and turn off 
the pilot light. 

□ Drain and disconnect all water lines. 

The details: Blow compressed air 
through each and every appliance/piping 
run to remove all water. Open a low- 
point drainage valve and work from the 
top down. Then , open valves and faucets 
and leave them open until spring. 

□ Unplug and winterize appliances. 

□ Turn off the gas. 

THE PINK STUFF. Most cabin owners know they 
need to add food-grade antifreeze (propylene glycol, 
or "the pink stuff") to the various drain traps on sinks, 
showers and toilets (the trap is inside the toilet). But 
occasionally, that splash of glycol isn't quite enough to 
push all the water out of the system. Sometimes, aging 
cabins will have sags in the drainage pipes, and if that 
low point also has a union, ice could crack open the 
drainage area. To play it safe, add a gallon to each trap 
after the water lines have been blown clear, and make 
sure the toilet fill tank is empty of water and receives 
a glycol flushing. A few gallons of propylene glycol 
won't hurt your septic system, and it's cheap insurance 
against a potentially expensive failure. 

- Kurt Anderson 


As you write your list, also consider 

these steps: 

□ Remove any liquids that can freeze. 

□ Completely clean out the refrigerator 
and freezer. Open doors to prevent 
mold and mildew growth; put an 
open box of baking soda inside to 
neutralize odors. 

□ Store boxed foods in pots and pans 
with lids (plastic doesn't stop mice). 

□ Unplug TV, computer and other 
electronics. 

□ Remove window screens to save them 
from weather damage. 

□ Hide any valuables, electronics or guns. 

□ Store clean linens and towels in 
reusable zip sacks. 

□ Up-end mattresses and sofa cushions. 

□ Remove batteries from clocks, smoke 
detectors and flashlights to keep 
them from corroding. 

□ Be sure vents are open on the crawl 
space under the cabin, but that the 
crawl space is secure from animal entry. 
Lastly, as you're closing up the cabin, 

make a list of things that need repairing 

next spring. 

- Christy Heitger Ewing 



wireless network, a carrier that typically 
offers outstanding coverage in many 
rural areas. 

"The MarCELL is great for the 
cabin market where people can't 
access WiFi but still have a cellular 
signal," says Guerin, who assures 
that even a weak cellular signal will 
work with the product. 

And speaking of assurance, it's wise 
for cabin owners - particularly those 
who own property close to water - to 
be sure their insurance is written in such 
a way that if their sump pump stops 
running due to a power outage, they're 
covered. Another smart move is invest- 
ing in a backup generator. 

- Christy Heitger-Ewing 


cedar scent 

ADAM NELSON, who owns Nelson's 
Hardware Store in Door County, Wis., 
suggests that owners set out cedar 
blocks to alleviate the musty, stale air 
that settles into closed-up cabins. 

j rodent bait 

ALISON TATLOW, a Wisconsin cabin 
owner, says that when it comes to 
winter cabin issues, she's encountered 
it all: burst pipes, leaky roofs, animal 
invasions, you name it. 



After opening up the cabin one 
spring and finding tears and snags 
in the couch upholstery and cracked 
acorns and seedpods between the cush- 
ions, Tatlow knew that some unwanted 
visitors had created a cozy winter nest 
for themselves. Tatlow purchased a 
mouse-baiting system called Resolv 
Rodent Bait (liphatech.com/resolv) that 
involves lining each side of the exterior 
foundation with the bait. Each kit costs 
$ 36 , and the $100 bucket of bait lasts 
two to three years. 

“ What's nice about this system is 
that you don't lure and trap animals 
inside your cabin to decompose," Tatlow 
says. "After ingesting it, the mice get 
thirsty so they scurry back into the 
woods instead of setting up camp in- 
side. That means no mousey odor." 

kindness toward hunters 

“We leave at least one fresh roll of 
toilet paper in the outhouse to keep the 
hunters happy,” says JON JORDAN, who 
owns a cottage in the Les Cheneaux 
Islands along the northern shore of 
Lake Huron. 
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DIY WEEKEND PROJECTS & MAINTENANCE TIPS 


Unitir 


WINTERIZING YOUR 
SUMMER TOYS & TOOLS 


I t's that time again. Winter's coming, 
and the summer toys and tools should 
be put away properly, or they may give 
you trouble when it's time to start them 
up again come spring. Here's how to do 
it right, for all the summer vehicles and 
gadgets you have: 

BOATS/ENGINES & 

PERSONAL WATERCRAFT 

There are lots of variations here, and 
the procedures differ depending on 


□ 


□ 

□ 


Putting toys and tools to bed for the win- 
ter takes a bit of time but will help ensure 
smooth starts in the spring. TOP: Care for 
motors by treating with a fuel stabilizer. 
MIDDLE: Remove boat motor propellers 
before storing. ABOVE: Don't forget to 
winterize power tools like chainsaws. 


what type of boat you have, and what 
type of power. Outboards, stern drives 
and inboards all need to be prepped 
for their long winters' nap, but it's not 
the same for each type. Consult your 
dealer or have a local pro do it if you're 
not handy that way or don't know how 
to do it properly. A badly winterized 
engine may be severely damaged or 
even ruined by water left in the engine 
and/or drive (it will freeze in the cold 
weather and crack the block or drive 
housing), and if the fuel's not treated 
for layup, it may mean clogged car- 
buretors or fuel injectors - and costly 
repairs - come springtime. 

Here are a few common steps: 

□ Treat the fuel in the tank with a good 
fuel stabilizer. No matter what the in- 
structions say, increase the dosage by 
double - it won't hurt, costs very little, 
and will help ensure that the fuel sup- 
ply is completely treated. Then, run 
the engine for at least a half hour; 
it takes longer than you think for 
that treated fuel to get from the 
tank into the engine. 

For two-stroke engines, spray ''engine 
tuner" (Power Tune, etc.) into the 
intake with the engine running; this 
helps to break down any hard carbon 
deposits on the pistons, piston rings 
and cylinder heads. 

"Fog" the engine, if possible, with a 
quality engine fogging oil. 

Drain the old gear lubricant out of the 
gear case/drive unit and replace with 
new lube. If the old lube is burned, 
black and smelly or milky, tan and has 
water in it, get these issues resolved 
before putting the rig up for storage. 

□ For inboards, stern drives and four- 
stroke outboards and personal water- 
craft: Change the engine oil and filter. 

□ Grease all grease fittings - steering, 
tilt, etc. 


□ Remove the propeller(s) and if 
damaged, send out for repairs over 
the winter. 

□ Store drive/outboard with engine in 
running position, so any water in gear 
case can drain out. Tape exhaust out- 
lets (propeller hub, etc.) shut to keep 
rodents from making nests. 

□ Store battery in dry location with 
trickle charger installed. 

□ Wash, clean and add a coat of protec- 
tive finish wax. 

□ Provide adequate coverage to protect 
the finish and interior but be sure the 
cover is ventilated. 

CANOES, KAYAKS, 

SAILBOATS & ROWBOATS 

□ Be sure all water is drained out before 
storage. 

□ Clean and coat with wax or other 
protectant. 

□ Store gear, sails, safety equipment 
and accessories inside after ensuring 
they are dry. 

□ Store upside-down in clean dry place; 
if outside, cover with tarp tightly. 

LAWN AND GARDEN TOOLS 
(POWERED) 

□ Treat fuel supply with fuel conditioner 
(as with boats/engines above). 

□ Perform maintenance - replace 
belts, blades, change oil and filter, 
grease all fittings, etc. 

□ Clean and coat with wax or other 
protectant. 

□ Store inside or covered tightly. 
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WARNING: WATER PIPE DANGERS 
IN THE NORTH-CENTRAL U.S. 


Heat-Line, a major manufacturer of heating 
cable systems for a variety of freeze-protection 
applications, recently uncovered serious and 
potentially dangerous installation practices 
in the north-central region of the U.S. The 
discovery came while conducting research 
into how external heat tape and cable 
products are being installed. 

Heating tapes or cables are used to 
protect water pipes in cold climates where 
they are subject to freezing and frequently 
where excavation below the frost line is 
impractical or impossible. 

Heat-Line released this statement: 
"Contractors, agents and distributors are 
informing Heat-Line that heating tape or 
cable systems are being installed in applica- 
tions beyond their certification. There is a 
growing practice of installing heating tapes 
or cables designed for external applications 
inside pressurized potable (drinking water) 
pipes in rural homes. Unfortunately, to the 
unknowing homeowner, these heating 
tape or cable systems are not certified for 
this application, and even worse, present 
long-term health risks to those consuming 
the water. Even more concerning is that 
the systems are not only being employed in 
potable water lines, but also dangerously 
installed in sewage and waste water sys- 
tems as well. This is in direct contradiction 
to national electrical and building codes. 

"While not all trades and contractors 
are practicing the hazardous and liable 
application of external heat tape or cable 
inside potable water pipes, there remains a 
select group endangering the entire mar- 
ket. The process of converting and adapt- 
ing external heat tapes or cables through a 
series of non-certified fittings to be inserted 


inside potable water pipes is a deceitful 
practice, and places an enormous amount 
of liability on the tradesperson or contrac- 
tor completing the procedure." 

WHERE DOES THE DANGER LIE? 

1 . Heating tapes or cables that are not 
certified or approved for internally heat 
tracing water supply pipes are treated 
with flame retardants, which can be 
toxic and cause serious health issues for 
people who use the water for bathing, 
cooking and drinking. 

2. Commonly, the fittings used for non- 
certified heating tapes or cables are not 
designed or certified for this use, which 
can result in flooding damage to the 
cabin if the fitting corrodes or fails. 

3. When the heating tapes or cables are 
installed in pressurized drinking water 
systems and the electrical components 
are not designed to seal against the 
pressure demands of the system, an 
extreme fire hazard can ensue. 

4. Many non-certified or misused products 
are not ground-fault protected which 
increases the probably of a catastrophic 
failure or fire damage exponentially. 

5. The employment of any uncertified/ 
unapproved systems may void your 
homeowners insurance coverage. 

6. If these heating tapes or cables are 
installed in sewers they can chemically 
breakdown leading to serious electrical 
failure or fire. 

7. Sewers or waste water systems can 
contain explosive gases and as such 
require a heating cable system approved 
specifically for hazardous locations. 

8. The use of heating tapes or cables in 



LAWN & GARDEN TOOLS 
(NON-POWERED) 

□ Sharpen blades, lubricate pivot 
points and store inside where it f s 
clean and dry. 


TRAILERS 

□ Perform maintenance (repack 
wheel bearings, check/repair lights, 
wiring, rotten bunk boards/cover- 
ing, check/replace winch strap, etc.). 

□ Lubricate pivot points (coupler, 
tongue jack, etc.). 


applications beyond their certification 
and approval will not pass a home 
inspection for re-sale. 

BEFORE YOU BUY 

There are certified and approved heating 
cable manufacturers (of which Heat-Line 
is one) that offer specialized systems for 
use inside potable water supply and sew- 
age systems. Always be sure to ask your 
installer and or supplier prior to purchase 
if the product is approved for the intended 
application. 

IF YOU ALREADY HAVE A SYSTEM 

All certified heating cable systems are 
marked with their appropriate approval. 

If you're unsure whether your system is 
certified for the intended use, contact the 
manufacturer of the product directly as 
they, along with the installing tradesperson 
or contractor, share accountability for the 
correct installation of the system. 

If you think you may have an unap- 
proved heat tape installed in your water 
pipe you should immediately: 

Look at the electrical cording or power 
connection on the system where it enters 
the pipe for a respected certification label 
such as UL, cULus, cCSAus, ETL etc. 

Contact the heating tape or cable 
manufacturer for further product certifica- 
tion information and application guidance. 

Contact their local power inspection 
authority. 

Turn the power off to the system 
and seek the guidance of an approved 
and licensed tradesperson to remove the 
system, cl 

RESOURCE: Heat-Line, heatline.com 


□ If possible, jack up axle and block so 
tires are off the ground to reduce 
the chance of flat spotting and rot. 
Even better, remove wheels and 
tires and store them inside. 

-John Tiger 
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FREE INFORMATION 


Visit cabinlivingmag.com or scan the QR code with your smartphone to get FREE information on 
products and services (provided by the companies in BOLD below) that will help you build your perfect cabin. 
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floor plans 


JUSTIN 

1,487 square feet I 2 bedrooms I 2 baths 

If you looking for a retirement home, vacation retreat, or a starter home; the Justin model is just right! 
Experience the cathedral ceiling and the warmth of a great room - this is the lifestyle you were called to enjoy. 




Upper Level 


Main Level 


jf 

Outfitters 



Log Home Outfitters primarily focuses on the log and timber frame lifestyle. We 
offer solid and log-sided homes as well as timber frames at a reasonable price. 


877-944-LOGS (5647) web LogHomeOutfitters.com email Sales@LogHomeOutfitters.com 
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LEWIS 

1,120 square feet I 2 bedrooms I 2 baths 

The Lewis 2 plan has a split-bedroom design with all major amenities located on one level. The central great room provides 
a wonderful space for entertaining with ample windows for enjoying the views. This plan can be built with a exposed heavy 
timber frame roof system or conventional truss roof system making it an affordable second home or retirement option. 






Building dreams for j generations. 


tt 

© 


www.houzz.com/pro/loghomesofamerica 


www.pinterest.com/loghomesofUSA 


www.facebook.com/loghomesofamerica 


Meshing your ideal lifestyle needs with creative structural design supported by quality kiln dried logs and 
heavy timber members create the perfect log home living environment for your family. We have been doing 
this for generations at Log Homes of America. Give us the opportunity to bring your log home to life. 


2999 US Highway 221 North, Jefferson, NC 28640 
800-564-8496 web LogHomesofAmerica.com email info@loghomesofamerica.com 


102 Cabin Living October 2015 





floor plans 



THE LAKE HOUSE 

2,096 square feet I 3 bedrooms I 2 V 2 baths 

The Lake House is designed to make a breathtaking view available from almost every space in the house. This model 
features an expansive great room, mud room/front entry, three bedrooms, two full and one half bathrooms all efficiently 
designed into 2,096 square feet. Two covered porches and an open deck make outdoor entertaining a breeze. The original 
Lake House was built on Lake George in New York State and easily conveys the Adirondack style of the region. 




Upper Level 



Lok-N-Logs log homes feature borate treatment, kiln drying and a lifetime warranty against decay and wood digesting 
insects. Fully precut, rustic or shaped log homes offered in complete and weathertite packages. Call for free estimates. 


7898 State Highway 12, Sherburne, NY 13460 
800-343-8928 web LoknLogs.com email lnlinfo@loknlogs.com 
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Coventry Log Homes, Inc. 


108 South Court Street • Woodsville, New Hampshire 03785 
1-800-308-7505 | 1-603-747-8177 | 1-603-747-3340 fax 



C tfc&ruHvter 


Complete Package Price 

based on Oct. 1 . 2014 price fist: 

$ 78 , 05 & 

RETAIL 6x8 Log 


26x36*1,586 sq ft 

3 bedrooms * 2.5 baths 


M2 

P 

I 

_L J 

1 

Wo 

O 


liUw 

(f/7 

a.ir 


pm 


Complete package includes: MS( 

Kiln-dried and precui tog walla, sub-floor. Andersen* 400 Senes 
TW windows, Therma-TfU* doors, loft system, complete roof 
system, interior framing with T&.G pine to finish, solid wood 
Interior doors, lock sets and much more! See complete details at: 
wvrw.coventrYtoghomos. com 


iMi 




Americon MB 

^Owned 


Call Our Log Home Experts 1-800-308-7505 





Complete Package Price 

based on Oct. 1. 2014 price list: 


n l/flisCVI v'l I I I fcW I “ pi Iww I l *3P Lb 

under $ 54,350 

RETAIL 6 x 8 Log 


24x32*1,140 sq ft 

2 bedrooms * 1 bath 


Coventry Log Homes is Factory Direct www.coventryloghomes.com 
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Coventry Log Homes is Factory Direct www. coven tryloghomes. com 


Coventry Log Homes, Inc. 

108 South Court Street • Woodsville, New Hampshire 03785 
1-800-308-7505 | 1-603-747-8177 | 1-603-747-3340 fax 




Always the BEST Materials, Always the BEST Prices, Always the BEST Value! 


Complete Package Price 

based on Oct. 1 , 2014 price fist: 


$45,®®© 


RETAIL 


6x8 Log 


24x32 * 1,140 sq ft 
2 bedrooms - 1 bath 


photos may vary from actual design 


26x48 " 2,256 sq ft 

3-5 bedrooms * 2 baths 


Call Our Log Home Experts 1-800-308-7505 


TuJcrTrtJ, 


Complete Package Price 

based on Oct 1 . 2014 price list; 

$ 21,600 

RETAIL 


km Deck 
5x24' 


Complete Package Price 

based on Oct. 1. 2014 price list: 

$ 93,950 


RETAIL 


6x8 Log 


71 

L III 

Bcdraom 






Y 1 =L . * 

^ 


4x8 Log 


14x20 - 392 sq ft 
1 bedroom * 1 bath 
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1,687 

Call for prices 


Alta’sclassicdesignfeaturescathedralceilings,aspectacularexpanse of glass, 
spacious living/dining/kitchen and master bedroom. Alta’s log homes have 
high performance windows. The warmth of wood with windows and efficient 
layout make this elegant cozy cabin a customer favorite. New York ENERGY 
STAR® Homes use less energy, save money and help protect the environment. 
Can be built: ENERGY STAR®, USGBC LEED and/or NAHB Green certified. 


Upper Level 




LOG HOMES 

Since 1971 


ALTA Log Homes 

46966 State Hwy. 30 

Halcottsville NY 12438 

800-926-ALTA (2582) 

845-586-3336 

alta.info(§)altaloghomes.com 

www.altaloghomes.com 


1971 - 2016 

45 

YEARS OF 
EXCELLENCE 

Alta 

Log Homes 


NEW YORK 



ENERGY STAR 


HOMES 
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Solid log construction, electrical, plumbing, flooring, windows, appliances, 

lighting fixtures, cabinets, and more! COMPLETELY BUILT LOG HOME - NOT A KIT. 


1 - 888 - 563-3275 

BLUERlDGELOGCABINS.COM 

yZc- djr Df- aLL ♦ . 


wDGOTMJimoFT 
ir-rx if-r 


Second Floor 


/ his popular cabin may quickly become your 
favorite escape with its spacious two- story 
design, luxurious master suite, sprawling porch 
and loads of extras. Desired features of the 
Jocassee series include vaulted ceilings over 
the tiviug room with an open second floor loft 
granite kitchen countertops, stainless steel 
appliances and more. It’s all included! 


2,383 TOTAL SQUARE FEET 


first floor 
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Designing Dreams One Home At A Time... 

At Hiawatha Log Homes, we think home is a gathering space for 
family and friends, a place to put your feet up, your sanctuary. 

Our mission is to custom design the home of your dreams with 
one on one service and quality craftsmanship. 


The Patterson 


Main Floor: 1 Bedroom 1 1/2 Baths 
Lower Level: 3 Bedrooms 1 Bath 



First Floor 



Hiawatha 


Log Homes 

877 - 275-9090 

www.hiawatha.com 
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View our floor plan collection 
online by scanning this OR Code 
with you r snia rtp ho ne: 


EAGLEDALE 


Kitchen / 
Dining 


Bedrooms; 1 
Baths; 1 1 12 
Square Footage: 1,456 
Package Price: Call for Pricing 

See this plan and many others 
on our web site ot: 
www. hon esta be . com 


Great Room 

fCoihetfd C«iine) 


Open to Great Room 
& Kitchen 


Master 

Bedroom 


Honest Abe Log Homes 
9995 Clay County Highway 
Moss TN 38575 
800-231-3695 
931-258-3648 

e-mail: info@honestabe.com 


Porch 




Gibson 

Bedrooms: 2 
Baths: 2 

Square Footage: 1590 
Package Price: Call for Pricing 

See this plan and many others 
on our web site at: 
www . ho nesta be , com 

Honest Abe Log Homes 
9995 Clay County Highway 
Moss TN 38575 
800-231-3695 
931-258-3648 

e-mail: info@honestabe.conn 


2nd Floor 


Deck 


r~ 

" Bedroom 


Open to 
Below 


Storage 


Loft 


View <jy r floe r p la n co I le ctiQ n 
online by scanning this QR Code 
with you r sma rtp ho ne : 
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MLH-019-A 

Total Area: 1 ,729 SOFT 
Package Price: Call For Prices 


Montana Log Homes specializes in handcrafting unique, quality, log homes, lodges, and commercial 
projects. Full-length, dead-standing, lodgepole pine or Englemann spruce is hand-peeled for that 
original log home look, and hand-tooled for precision joinery. Log sizes of 12 inches, 14 inches, 
and 16 inches are standard, with larger log sizes available on request. Your choice of Scandinavian 
full-scribe or chink style construction. Log package quotes will include delivery and reassembly by 
our experienced crew. Contact us for a copy of our plan book, DVD or video or visit our website at 





3250 Highway 93 S., Kalispell MT 59901 
Phone: 406-752-2992 • Fax: 406-257-7014 
info@montanaloghomes.com • WWW.MONTANALOGHOMES.COM/LHL 

Delivering Nationwide Since 1976 
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13*12 


Gr.Rm 

23*22 
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Din 

fiSfii 
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See the entire collection at: www.MossCreck.net/CBC 
Or give us a call: 800 . 737 . 21 66 


1 S\ 


ST 


OUR HOUSE 

...is just a click away 


Camus Creek 

2,681 SS 


Lort 


i4xi ; 


MOSSCREEK 


DICK, AFFORDABLE, AND EASY TO MODIFY HOME PLANS 
THAT ALLOW YOU TO START BUILDING NOW! 
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Rockbridge 

1791 Sq. Ft. 

3 Bedroom 2.5 Bath 

The Rockbridge is one of our most popular log home plans. Glass surrounds the 
open greatroom, complete with cathedral ceilings, so you are able to enjoy your view 
from every corner, The dining room and kitchen are open to the great room, and 
windows surround. Perfect for entertaining or just being with the family, The prow 
roofline and expansive use of glass reflect the refinement expected in this fine home. 




Second Floor 


800-641-4754 

SouthlandLogHomes.com 

Visit our Website to Browse Hundreds of Custom Floor Plans 






Americj's Favori te Log Home 
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The McKay offers those features that make log homes so warm and inviting. The 
open-concept great room with large timbered roof system and large stone fireplace; 
kitchen with step-saving adjoining laundry and 1/2 bath; master bedroom with bath 
large enough for that hot tub; and the conveniently-located dining room leading out 
to the gabled sunroom and rear deck. Visit this model open daily Monday through 
Saturday. For more information or to order our Portfolio of floor plans and Planning 
Guide for $10, call 800-368-1015* HochstetlerLogHomes.com. 


Hochstetler Milling, Ltd. • 552 Hwy. 95 • Loudonville, OH 44842 



UTAH 

WESTERN SALES OFFICE • MANUFACTURING • DISPLAY OFFICE 
911 E. Hwy 89 N, Gunnison, UT 84634 

1-888-882-4645 


TEXAS 

HEADQUARTERS • SALES • MANUFACTURING 'MODEL HOME 
8405 US Hwy 259 N, Longview, TX 75605 

1-800-777-7288 


GEORGIA 

EASTERN SALES OFFICE • MODEL HOME 
14378 Hwy 515 N, Ellijay, GA 30536 

1-800-918-6881 


lATTERWHIT 




Family, Experience, duality' 

satterwhiteloghomes.com 


The Birch wood 

1,600 square feet of living area 

3 bedrooms/2 baths 


Total Living Area 1,600 sq ft 

Total Covered Porch 1,076 sq ft 
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BUILDER/DEALER 
BY STATE 

ALABAMA 



• MOUNTAIN LAKES LOG & COUNTRY HOA 


Chuck Johnson 

Arab & Guntersville, AL 

256-486-3374 

info@mountainlakesloghomes.com 

www.mountainlakesloghomes.com 


CALIFORNIA 


DES 

IGN 

BUILD 


mi 4 

l| W 

1)1 1 


gjaggftJlgtLi ■ * 


is™rpn# JwTI 

[IM BARNA 

l.gc & HeiMrs 

"•MODERN RUSTIC HOMES 

l IT ALL ABOUT IH£ L 

1 F £ S T YLE 

512 Highway 382 West, Ellijay, GA 30540 
(706) 273-7140 

www.ModernRusticHomes.com 


IDAHO 



EASTERN SIERRA LOG HOME 


Bill and Loretta Kirkpatrick 
Kennedy Meadows, CA 
760-375-2923 
nfo@easternsierraloghomes.com 
www.timberhavenloghomes.com 


COLORADO 


NATUBECRAFT LOG AND TIMBER HOMES 

turfitrOY' 

travis McKenzie 

(970} 556-8950 

Desi gn/ Bu ild a nd Project 
Management Services 

Serving Colorado 
and Wyoming 

travis.natu 

www.coloradon 

irecrtift@gm ai (com 

Mural el e me ntho m es.com 


FLORIDA 


Bill Hartwig 

Authorized Representative of Ward Cedar Log Homes 


Zephyrhills, FL 33539 
(813) 783-5058 

www.wardcedarloghomes.com 



CEDAR LOG HOMES 


GEORGIA 



Since 1966 


Craftworks Log Homes 

Joe Rodriguez 
Westminster, SC 29693 
Phone: 770-641-8736 
craftworksloghomes@gmailcom 
www.CraftworksLogHomes.com 



imiiHiiiiM 

Americas log home manufacturer 
Sine* igfii 

80 Niyfowstone Hwy 
Rigby, ID 83142 l 

(208)745 -8525 fax 

www.yellowstoneloghomes.com 


INDIANA 




ROYH1I I WII t!< 


Z2 


6 





www.broyiiillwilesinc.com 
% )\ 7 - 660 - 6 ^ 6 $ • Noblesvi'ile, jf\J 
T~be f* remiere j_ og and Timber L rame 
5uild ing (Company 


r 


•AMERICA S FIRST LOG HOME MANUFACTURER ‘ 



CEDAR LOG HOMES 


Onrjsjt. Ym future 


Dennis Ward 
8071 Burkhart Road 
Brnoknlle, IN 47012 
765-647-5329 
email: deward765@aolcom. 


www.wardrep.com/dcnniswardconsmiction 


IOWA 



Tipton Office 

Ray fir Shari Anlisdcl 


Ash Grove 
Log Homes 

Kim & Kurt Brown 
Toll Free: 877-697-9578 


Office: 563-299-0929 
51 Hidden River Drive 
Tipton, IA 52772 
RSAntisdel@iowatdecom.net 


500 Daisy St. 
Battle Creek, IA5I006 
ashgrovelh@gmail.com 
AshGroveLogHomes.com 


MICHIGAN 


^ Log Home 

Outfitters 

National Sales Office 
Toll Free: 

(877) 944-LOGS (5647) 

sales@loghomeoutfitters.com 

Visit our website: WWW.LoGHoMEOUTFITTERS.COM 
Dealers in U.S.A., Canada & Dominican Republic 


jtm mi 

Outfitters 


Master Builders,. 

Timber Frames - Log Homes - Restoration - Consulting 


Chris Doyle • 517-404-5685 
MasterBuildersSupply@gmail.com 

MasterBuilders-inc.com 


MINNESOTA 



PALACHIAN 


LOG STRUCTURES 

TMB Log & Timber Homes 

Appalachian Log Structures Representative 

2922 Highway 1 69, Ely, MN 55731 

218-365-2928 


MISSOURI 


Liberty Log Cabins 

pre-cut cedar logs - custom designs 
24 years experience nationwide 

www.logs.net • 417-531 -5729 


Larry & Donna Fears 

Authorized Representative of Ward Cedar Log Homes 

Hawk Point, MO 63349 
(636) 597-3516 
lfdonnaf@centurytel.net 
Model Home 

www.wardrep.com/wardcedarloghomes 



CEDAR LOG HOMES 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 

LOG & TIMBER HOMES, LLC 

eum&v£ 

BOB CARPER 

P.O. Box 119 

456 Glen Ledge Road 

Glen r NH 03838-0119 

(603) 822-2253 

tlhsofn h@roa dr u n ner.com 
www.newhampsbfretogliQmes.com 

Serving New England 

Model open by appointment 


NORTH CAROLINA 



INNOVATIVE LOG HOME! 


Integrity -Quality- Value - 
Service - Innovation 

Toll Free: 888-896-LOGS 

Ofc: 770-735-1894 Fax: 770-735-2069 
mikemagill@innovativeloghomes.com 
www.innovativeloghomes.com 


A Au 

m 


Authorized Independent Distributor 

JIM BARNA 


LOG fr TIMBER HOMES 

Barna Great Lakes 

Andrew & Gina Green • Sales and Contracting 
877-B1LD-L0G * 989-529-0125 
bamagreatlakes@footmai I com 
www.bamagreatlakes.com 


e 


ROYlilLLWILEi 


Log & Timber fVame E>uildera 


'€> 



www.broybillwilesinc.com 

9 \ 9 -*> 06~9959 * Cbapel Mill, NC 

,~Lbe F* remiere j_°g and Timber L rame 
£)uiiding (Company 
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OHIO 


^. EDARCRAFT LOG HOMES 

Whitt' Cedar Elagam e at Affordable Prices 

Visit out Beautiful Skawram w £ Models 
DISCOVER THE DIFFERENCE 

440-354-8400 * 800-982-2002 
www.cedafcfaftloghoiiies.com 



icmcswc Heritage l og I tomes loc. 


Go Green and 
Save Green 
from the Original 
Wholesale Supplier 
to the Log Home 


***&> ^ * j I nd ustry ! 

www.tennesseeheritageloghomes.com 


(423) 920-8271 

P O Box 652, Niota, TN 37826 


VERMONT 


OREGON 


Manufacturer and Builder 
of Quality Handcrafted 


Log Homes 




S77-TRY LOGS 


Send $5.00 for our 90 pg. 
Color Catalogue and DVD 
iXl OltslMk Hwf. FMML ol iJSCl 


Paul Baker 

Authorized Representative of Ward Cedar Log Homes 

Roxbury, VT 05669 
(802) 485-6177 
cedarhms4u@aol.com 
Model Home 

www.wardrep.com/paulbakerconstruction 



CEDAR LOG HOMES 


VIRGINIA 


PENNSYLVANIA 



TODD FISHER CONSTRUCTI 


UU 

Todd Fisher 
Red Lion, PA 

71 7-244-7048 (Office) 
717-676-7881 (Cell) 

tfdoghomes@comcast.net 

www.toddfisherconstruction.com 


SOUTH DAKOTA 



Sine* IMS 


French Creek Log Homes 

Dwight Klein 

12216 Pine Meadow Rd * Custer, SD 57730 
Phone: 605-673-4424 
FRCreek@gwtc.net 

www.FrenchCreekDigHeme 5 .com 


TENNESSEE 



Appalachian 

LOG STRUCTURES 

Dogwood Mountain Log Homes 

4561-WllGy Pike ■ Harrisonburg,' VA 22801 
e-mail: dogwd mt@comca5t.net 
(540) 413-1873 * (800) 305-7749 (VA only) 


INDEPENDENT REPRESENTATIVE 



WISCONSIN 


% custom Crapj. / 



Your Dream, Our Mission 


Designing and 
building exceptional 
log homes since 1985. 

Karen & Gary Tenfel 

262 - 534-6280 

cccloghomes.com 



Sine* 1 9« 


TOUR OUR MODEL, 
SHOWROOM & MILL 

Open Mon-Fri; 8-5, Sat 9-3 
Home office: 800-270-5025 

4421 Plover Road * Wisconsin Rapids, WT 54494 


CANADA 

ONTARIO 



LOG HOMES OF THE 

SMOKIES 

National Headquarters 
6860 East Lamar Alexander Pkwy. 

Townsend, TN 37882 
Toll Free: (888) 586-1916 


www.LogHomesoftheSmokies.net 


1867 CONFEDERATION 
LOG & TIMBER FRAME 

RQ.Bo *9 


‘THIS IS LIVING* 

Phone: S77-GO-2-L0GS (toll free) - Phone: 705- 738-51 31 
infoSconfederatbn I og homes.com 
www.confederationtog homes.com 


Bobcaygeon, Onta rlq, 
Canada, KOM 1 AO 
Serving the USA and 
Canada since 1979. 



PRODUCTS 
& SERVICES 


Water Freeze 
Protection 


• Water Line 

• Drain Line 

• Sewer Line 

• Septic Tanks 



Arctic Trace® 


Installs in existing lines 

Submersible Heat Trace 


( 888 ) 552-3004 
www.arctictrace.com 


Big Rock Lanterns carries one of the largest, 
most distinctive collections of “Vintage Style” 
oil and electric lanterns and lamps anywhere! 



ipeihs 
r - 


Enjoy the Warmth of 
Vintage Style” Lighting 
or Without Oil — 
Inside or Out! 


770 - 866-5857 

www.BigRockLanterns.com 



A a a kk A 
CABIN w^SLPLACE 


RUSTIC CABIN DfcCUK 


Float your boat lift with this attachable 
flotation system. It makes installation, 
removal &. adjustments a walk in the park! 


www .Cabin Place . com 


cabinlivingmag.com 115 


































CABIN DECOR 

ONLINE 

Bedding • Bath • Lighting & More 



The most attractive offer 


for boats & SUP storage! i t^i i 

As featured and quoted 1 2 pw.LogKayakRack.eom 

in Cabin Life June 2015. 1 Shop OUT Online store! 


715 - 543-2006 1 # 

Made in Manitowish Waters, Wl -1 




Don't Be a 
Burglary Victim 

With FakeTV, it looks like you’re 
home watching TV, so intruders are 
more likely to stay away 


Jhe 

t o • i l Customized Railings 

Lawrence Smith & Accessories 

678.725.4446 cell 800.474.8124 toll free 

lawrence@theirontwig.com 706.652.2264 office 


www. theirontwig. com 



BALCONY PANELS BY 

J. DUB'S 

www.jtluhs.com 800-622-9015 

See our testimonial page. Made in the U.S.A. 



www.joepinebuilders.com 

Call or visit our website today! 


Joe Pine Builders Inc 

Restoration Specialists 

540-895-5585 

Serving all your restoration 
needs in VA WV NC MD & PA 




WWW.LAKEH0USELlFESTYLE.COM 


Order by November 30th for guaranteed 
Christmas delivery! 



3D Laser-Carved 
Wooden Maps 

See the underwater contours 
of your lake up to eight layers 
deep in rich Russian Birch, 
framed in oak under glass. 

- .J 



Quality, comfort and tradition. 


4L 

' w * - # V 


First we perfected the 
hammock. Now we've 
perfected 
better-than-wood 
outdoor furniture. 
Made in the USA. 



(877) 401-9017 | pawleys .com 
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pIRMa-chink 


Beautify ond Protect 
Your Dream 

Restoration products 
to remove old finishes 
and make dirty or 
weathered wood look 
tike new. 


Special purpose 
preservatives to 
protect against 
termites, insects* 
rot. mold & mildew 


Stain 


Finishes to protect 
& bring out the beauty 
of your decks, interior 
& exterior walls and 
roillwork. 


Sea 


Flexible sealants 
for every weather- 
proofing job around 
your chinked or chink - 
less style log home. 


FACTORY STORES 

Tennessee [KnonwHiej 

I -800-548-3554 

Tennessee (SevJervmej 

1 -865-774-3307 

Washington 

1 -800-548-123 1 

Minnesota 

t -877-244-6548 

Colorado 

1 -800-433-8781 

Montana 

1-800-479-7090 

Pennsylvania 

1 -800-25 7-4864 

DISTRIBUTORS 

Canadian Log Home Supplies 

Eastern Canada 

Brock White Canada 

1-800-746-7773 

Western Canada 

1-877-846-7506 

Timeless Wood Care Products 

Michigan 

Log Home Center 

1-800-564-2987 

Indiana 

1-800-773-6223 

WWW.PERMACHINK.COM 


Free Workshops, Catalog 
Product Samples 





YOUR DOCK & 
LIFT AUTHORITY 



PORTA-DOCK.COM 



Tankless Water 
Heaters 


m 

TanKiessKing 

.com 


888 - 758-6270 

WE OFFER 
FREE SHIPPING 


©tiorkel Hot Tubs 

lire A tl amt Soul of Tubbing 1 M J 

Classic Wood Hot Tub 
Natural Wood Heat 


Beautiful hand selected Western Red 
Cedar, still water and crackling fire.. .all 
you need to enjoy a relaxing soak, under 
the stars. Choose wood-fired simplicity 
or digital control gas or electric heat. 


• No Plumbing, No Power Bills! 

• Jets available for wood heat tubs 

• Digital control gas/electric heated 
systems available too. 



Heating Cost $0 
with wood fire! 

UNDERWATER 
Woodstove heats 
water AMAZINGLY 
FAST! 


On Sale Now! Ask about Special Freight Offer. 


CALL TOLL FREE 

1 - 800 - 962-6208 


www.snorkel.com DeptCL15XA 



Reclaimed Barnwood Cabinets 6 Interior Design 


Harshaw 6 Madison, WI 
Fort Collins, CO 
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rreservuul Nature’s oaudy 

Introducing 
The Next Generation 
Of Exceptional 
Wood Protection! 


WOODsuartfQl 







New, Longer-Lasting Preservative 
with Two Synergistic Biocides 
Improved Vivid Colors 


WOODauard 




• Superior Penetrating, 
Water-Repellant Treatment 

• Ideally Suited for Pressure- 
Treated Logs, Decks, Docks 
and Pilings 



• 20 Years of Proven Performance 

• UV and Termite Protection 



Insecticide Concentrate for Control 
Against Carpenter Bees and other 
Wood-destroying Insects 


WOODguard® is a registered trademark of IBC Manufacturing Company. 
BEE Gone® is a registered trademark of ISK Americas Incorporated. 




Call for free brochure! 

877 - 757 -3 329 

it. m>iU trail in^. Ca m 

Furniture, Inc . ™ 55 • 55771 



Cure Your Damp-Musty 
Cabin Smell! Improve 
Indoor Air Quality. 



UnderAire m 
Craw/ Space Fans 


XchangeR™ 
Ventilation Fans 


Tjernlund Products 

800-255-4208 • tjernlund.com 


Prefinished wide plank flooring at amazing prices. Boards up to 16” 
wide. No middlemen, from handpicked log to prefinished product. 

Several styles: Old World • Rustic • Wire Brushed • Tavern . 

Basic Wide plank 




Ainsworth Zeagler ♦ 912-682-0002 
info@zeaglerfhf.com ♦ www.zeaglerfhf.com 





If you're a cabin dreamer: 

■ Explore the special expanded 
floor plan section 

■ Check out "Cabinology 101 " 
where Dale Mulfinger shares 
insights about energy-efficient 
cabin designs 

■ Learn about timber-frame and 
post-and-beam construction 

■ Discover what's new in fireplaces 
and hearth products 


If you're a cabin owner: 

■ Find ideas for rustic interior 
decorating inspired by nature 

■ Get renovation insights by touring 

a log getaway that's been master- 
fully expanded $ 

CD 

■ Be inspired by ideas for making | 
winter a great season for fun 

at the cabin % 

■ Receive expert legal advice about | 
passing down the family retreat J 

o 

o 

And, of course, this is the holiday ^ 
issue, so you'll get hosting tips and f 
delicious recipes, too! 

_ro 

E 

The December issue goes on sale ^ 
October 27. So you don't miss this $ 
issue, please go online and subscribe ^ 
now: cabinlivingmag.com/subscribe. £ 


COMING IN THE 

DECEMBER 

ISSUE 


WHEREVER YOU ARE on your cabin 
journey, the December issue of Cabin 
Living has something special for you. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Real Estate For Sale 


MAKE YOUR ALASKAN DREAM a reality. I have sev- 
eral properties to choose from to include properties that are 
TAX FREE. For more info go to margaretbillinger.com or call 
907-841-2188. 


CRANE LAKE, KABETOGAMA, RAINY LAKE, LAKE 
VERMILION LAKEHOMES, LOTS AND CABINS. Rec- 
reation acreage and surrounding lake property available. RE/ 
MAX Lake Country. 218-757-3233, info@TheLakeCountry.com 
www.TheLakeCountry.com 


FENCE LAKE... WISCONSIN Four season executive home 
on a 10 lake chain. Completed addition & remodel in 2014. Can 
be viewed on VRBO.COM #675129. Asking appraised price of 
$649K. Contact Owner @ 847-636-1288 


Vacation Rentals 


THE CABINS AT LAKE DESOLATION Saratoga Springs, 
NY. Cozy, comfortable & fully equipped cabins on serene lake. 
15 minutes from NY Thruway-SPAC-Saratoga. Dog friendly. 
www.lakedesolation.com 888-870-5495 


General Classifieds 


CIRCLE SAWN FIR FLOORING 3/4" solid wood Ran 
dom width, kiln dried end matched. Antique, reclaimed 
look at a fraction of the cost. Nationwide shipping. 
www.smileylumber.com 509-446-2163. 


GAS REFRIGERATORS LARGE GAS REFRIGERATORS. 11,15, 
18, 19 and 21 cu. ft. gas refrigerators. 15, 18 and 22 cu. ft. gas 
freezers. Ervin's Cabinet Shop, 220 N Cty. Road 425 E, Areola, IL 
61910. Call 800-898-0552, mention Code #CL. 


MANOMIN RESAWN TIMBERS specializes in creat 
ing beautiful paneling, flooring, barnwood, unique fireplace 
mantels, and distinctive beams/timbers from buildings dat- 
ing from the 1820s to the turn of the century. 651-464-1771, 
www.mrtimbers.com 


NATURERAILS Create or renovate railing & gates with na- 
ture inspired scenes from NatureRails. Add the wow! factor with 
standard or custom designs by nature artist Rob Gerdin 888- 
743-2325 www.naturerails.com 


DOWN HOME LOG HOMES, INC Your Premium Log Cabin 
or Log Flome. Act Now & Save on Kits & Packages Delivered Di- 
rect to Your Property. Log Flome Builder Provided. Build Now or 
Layaway. www.DownFlomeLogFlomes.com Call 888-388- 5647 


PREMIERE 

PROPERTIES 



HUMMINGBIRD MICRO HOME 

Tiny homes on wheels - variety of floor plans and sizes. Made in Canada. 
Custom designs available. Ideal as mortgage-free permanent home 
base, guest accommodation or alternative to RV. Delivery available. For 
further information contact: info@FlummingbirdMicroFlomes.com 

HummingbirdMicroHomes.com 



20 ACRE LOT ON MABEL LAKE, BC 


Build your dream vacation home by Okanagan's most private and 
pristine lake. Stunning lake views with the ultimate in privacy. Close to 
Vernon, BC, Mabel Lake is a haven for year round recreation including 
water skiing, fishing, golf, cross country skiing, tallsopp@telus.net 

(403) 614-7322 mabellake.ca 



MINNESOTALOGHOMES.COM 


1,000's - Log Home Listings 
Log home Real Estate 
Minnesota MLS Search 


£ M 



NORTHERN MICHIGAN PROPERTIES 

Specializing in broker owned properties. Heavily 
wooded waterfront (Lake Huron and river) parcels, 
lots and acreage. Paul Spens, co-brokers owner 
Phone 989-734-2393 

Visit: www.spensrealty.com 


KENORA, ONTARIO, CANADA 



ANDREW BAY, LAKE OF THE WOODS 

864 s/f one bedroom, one bath open concept seasonal cottage 
with guest bunkie, spacious entertainment dock featuring 
a pergola and boat port with electric boat lift, two marine 
railways on 0.93 of an acre of low profile southern exposure 
property with 148 feet frontage. Water access. $289,500. 



PIPESTONE POINT, LAKE OF THE WOODS 

Three bedroom 768 s/f main cottage with 99 s/f waterside 
bunkie with sleep loft on 2.19 acres titled land with 280 
feet rock shore frontage. Outdoor shower, outdoor privy, 
pipe dock, wraparound outdoor deck. Water access. 
$225,000 


GREG KIRBY, BROKER 
CENTURY 21 REYNARD REAL ESTATE LTD. 
BROKERAGE 

EACH OFFICE INDEPENDENTLY OWNED 
PHONE 807-466-8266 
GREG.KIRBY@CENTURY21 .CA 
WWW.KENORACOTTAGECOUNTRY.COM 



CUSTOM LAKE SUPERIOR GEM 


Floor to ceiling window walls at waters edge showcase 
mesmerizing views-2005 custom built one owner 
home on beautiful 210 ft pebble beach & 3 ac. of 
white oaks. 2942 SF, 3+BR/3BTH cedar sided home. 
Grand Marais, MN $895,000 



EAGLES NEST PARADISE 


Custom lake home w/floor to ceiling glass, panoramic 
views of level park-like yard at waters edge! Centrally 
located on the clear waters of Eagles Nest Lake 4. Kitchen 
w/island open to great rm, wonderful views of woods & 
w aters. Ely, MN $500,000 



PRIVATE PARK ON LAKE VERMILLION 

Waterfront home off paved road on quiet bay — 3 mi to 
town. Lakefront living rm & 3 season porch, both with 
fireplaces. Chef's kitchen w/island. Wlkout finished ill 
private guest quarters. Landscaped yard. Garage w/ 
workshop. Towe r, MN $449,0 00 



LAKE VERMILLION LIMESTONE VILLA 

Estate offers outdoor living spaces, w/generous patios 
for entertaining on 250' S. facing shore. 14,558 SF, 
5+BR/6BTH, 5 limestone fireplaces. Granite kitchen, LL 
bar/dance floor, vault/wine cellar, attached garage, dock. 

Tower, MN $2,895,000 


am 

Janisch 

Realty 


218-780-6644 www.JanischRealty.com 
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innocence 

LOST 


I HAVE ALWAYS TRIED to keep my memories of our old family cabin special, filled with campfire 
stories and fishing trips or visits from bear cubs and nightly raccoons. 

But if you were to talk to my family about the old cabin - the cabin we traveled to for 1 0 
summers - only one thing happened there. Only one thing defined that decade of our lives. 
The outhouse incident. 

It was the summer of 1 977. 1 was 1 2 years old. 

My younger brother and I were shooting at targets with our BB guns when we 
ran out of bull's-eyes. I ran off to our shed to fetch the army surplus targets. While 
searching through piles of old boxes, I stumbled onto a grand treasure: an old 
Playboy magazine. I quickly forgot the targets and burst out into the back yard, 
dashing for the shooting range to share my discovery with my brother. 

Whoa! My father was standing right there with my brother refilling 
his Red Rider BB gun with the aid of a paper funnel. I stopped short 
and made a beeline for the nearest shelter - the outhouse. 

So there I was, 1 2 years old, standing in the outhouse with a 
Playboy magazine. The unprecedented magnitude of the situa- 
tion was not lost on me. I locked the door. My heart raced as I 
opened the forbidden "Entertainment for Men" tome. 

\ ” It's funny the things you remember from childhood. Our 

family had what must have been the most pleasant outhouse 
in the world. It had no smell whatsoever - save for the oddly 
comforting aroma of old Field & Stream magazines. My mother said it 
'll { ^ ;i|| m was magic, and my father said it was his outhouse design. Whatever it was, I 

was about to change it forever. 

The Playboy was from 1 970. 1 clearly recall that. I also remember the exact 
page I opened up to. Not so much for the page itself; more for the little sub- 
( scription postcard that slid out . . . in slow motion. 

I watched it take flight, bouncing off my elbow as it silently drifted into the 
jg I blackness of the open void. 

There, sitting face up, on a dark sea of the things you find in the bottom of 
an outhouse, was the postcard. The word Playboy seemed to be mocking me 
| J* j 1 1 }| from the depths. Somehow, a small beam of sunlight was splashing playfully 
across the card. I was doomed. 

Without a second's hesitation I scrambled back to the shed. I returned 
the magazine to its box and reached for the rake. I was not going to have my 
reputation sullied by a magazine that I didn't even get a good look at. 

Yikes! The rake was gone! In fact, there wasn't anything in the shed that 
could reach the offending postcard. I would have to make a break for the cabin 
to search for something there. 

As I peeked out of the shed, I saw the missing rake ... in my father's hands 
. . . between the cabin and me. I had to think fast. 

This next part of my life was like an out-of-body experience. I could see 
myself picking up the rock, but I couldn't stop what I was about to do. 

It took two hands to pick it up. I held this boulder above my head, scream- 
1 (/H ‘ n 9 some crazec * Charlton Heston as I used every ounce of strength to hurl 

n £| the stone onto the pathetic scrap of paper. 

At the time, my idea seemed solid: Drive the evil card into the depths 
H of the outhouse hole, sinking any evidence of wrongdoing with a rock and 
>kvB drowning it forever. Some of those things did happen. 

But there's more. Remember the first time you saw slow-motion films of a 
droplet of liquid falling into a still pool? This was like that, but change the liquid 
to a thick mud-colored soup, and trade the droplet for a bowling ball. Oh yeah 
- picture this happening inside a phone booth. 

When it was over, I opened the door to the outside world and breathed in 
the glorious air. My parents were standing there staring at me. 

"What happened?" Dad asked, a concerned and confused look on his 
face as though he was viewing an escaped circus freak. Mom stood looking 
past me, over my shoulder, her hand over her mouth. 

The outhouse looked like some kind of movie prop rejected by the director 
of "Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory." 

"I don't know," I replied, shrugging. Dripping. It seemed like this answer 
would be enough. 

A [ IHi It was not, of course. I don't remember when I stopped trying to clean 

the outhouse. We threw my clothes away. I learned they make special 
products to deodorize outhouses; none of them worked. 

A few years later, my parents sold that cabin. They claimed it was 
because the drive was just too long. 

I knew better, cl 



ADVERTISEMENT 


jmt like any other 


Mike Roseman, High Rock Rentals 
Black Mountain, NC 


"We have just completed the build of our dream home 
and our third Blue Ridge Log Cabin. I wish everyone 

B5*^>-***y ' v-* ■ 

knew what I know now. When we started this journey, 
we were inexperienced buyers, like so many other 

log home enthusiasts. Why would you do it any 

■fl 1 

other way? " 

Visit LoveMyBRLC.com 
for more on our log home journey 



Why would you do it any other way?” 

TOP 3 REASONS WE CHOSE BLUE RIDGE LOG CABINS 

Quality — The quality is exceptional. Solid, kiln-dried log homes, expertly 
assembled in a climate controlled state-of-the-art facility. 

Value — Without question Blue Ridge Log Cabins offers you the very best 
log home value in America today. Guaranteed prices with no surprises. 

Simplicity — They cover the construction, materials, and inspections- 
right down to the fixtures, appliances, and stain - so you're ready to move in 
sooner, and with no hassles. 



Enjoy the benefits of our modular expertise 
and the rugged charm of natural materials. 
We've taken the superior processes and 
reputation that have made us a leader in 
the log home industry, and applied them 
to our Mountain Architecture design series. 
In these rustic style homes we can combine 
framed or logs walls with timbers, stone, 
stucco, poplar bark, cedar shakes and many 
siding accents. Call for details. 



BlueRidgeLogCabins.com • 888-563-3275 

Visit The Model Village or Attend a Free Building Seminar 
625 East Frontage Road, Campobello, SC 29322 




^^AMElNtoc^ 


In 1987, The Original Log Cabin Homes opened its doors in Rocky Mount, North Carolina with one simple goal: 
To manufacture the best Log Homes in the World. In keeping with this simple goal, 








LOG 

CABIN 


We have shipped our homes to all 50 states and have exported to more than 80 countries 




www.logcabinhomes.com 
Toll Free: 1 800 LOG CABIN 


Store Our Contact 
Information by 
Scanning this QR Code 
with yonr stnartphone! 


info@logcabinhomes.com 


CALL TODAY... 
For our Free Full 
Color Information 
Brochure! 



.-.Our Log Profile Or Yours... Sizes up to 12 inches! Available in Cedar, Cypress or Pine! 


Take Advantage of our 36-Month Lay-A-Way! 

Secure your package al todays prices with only a 10% Deposit. Take delivery anytime up to 36 month period. 


513 Keen Street • EO, Drawer 1457 • Rocky Mount, NC 27802 • Fax 252.454.1550 • Contact Us for Model Locations. 




